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Today is the most important day in the whole Christian Year. We have finally 
reached the end of our Lenten journey and come through Holy Week; today we 
celebrate the triumph of good over evil and life over death in the Resurrection of 
Jesus Christ from the dead. 
 
Everyone is welcome to worship at St Mary’s. If you are new here, or a visitor, 
and would like to know more; please stay for coffee after the service so that we 
can get to know you better. 
 
The weekly newsletter gives more detail on the specifics of this service and about 
what is going on in our churches. 
 
As a Christian community, striving to be faithful followers of Jesus, we are here to 
love God in our lives and worship, and love and serve our neighbours.  
 

• The musical setting for our Eucharist changes from week to week and 

you’ll find the details on the weekly newsletter. A copy of the music is 

available from one of the welcomers by the door. Please ask if that would 

be helpful. 

• At various points in the service people are invited to stand. However, if 

you prefer to remain seated, please don’t feel embarrassed to do so. 

• This service is being live streamed to YouTube and recorded. Unless you 

are told otherwise, only the area at the front from where the service is led 

is usually in shot. However if you wish to be assured that you will remain 

off camera please sit further back in the nave. 

• Gluten-free wafers are available, please let one of the welcomers know at 

the door if you would like to receive one. 

 

Common Worship: Services and Prayers for the Church of England, material from which is included in this 

service, is copyright © The Archbishops’ Council 2020. CCLI: 887521 

 

rossparishes.uk  |  facebook.com/stmarysross  | administrator@rossparishes.uk 
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The Gathering  
Our service this morning begins outside. Our first task is to bless and 
light the Paschal (Easter) Candle. We do this from new fire. Once lit the 
Paschal Candle is the source from which all other light comes in our 
celebration this morning.  

After this service the Paschal Candle remains a prominent feature in the 
church for the remainder of the Easter season. Beyond that it will be 
used from time-to-time, especially in Christenings and funerals. It will 
remain, throughout the year, a symbol of the light of the Risen Christ. 

The lighting of the Paschal Candle 

The president says 

This is the day when our Lord Jesus Christ was raised gloriously from the dead, 

crushing the power of sin and destroying the sting of death. Throughout the 

world Christians celebrate the mighty power of God as Christ calls us out of 

darkness to share in his marvellous light.  

 

May we, and all Christ’s people, shine as lights in the world  

to the glory of God the Father. 

The deacon holds the candle while the president lights it, saying: 

Christ yesterday and today, 

All   the beginning and the end, 

 

Alpha and Omega, 

all time belongs to him, and all ages; 

All to him be glory and power, 

through every age and for ever. Amen. 

 

Alleluia. Christ is risen. 

All He is risen indeed. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
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Praise the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

All He has given us new life and hope. 

He has raised Jesus from the dead. 

 

God has claimed us as his own. 

All He has brought us out of darkness. 

He has made us light to the world. 

 

Alleluia. Christ is risen. 

All He is risen indeed. Alleluia. 

The deacon lifts up the Paschal Candle saying  

The light of Christ. 

All Thanks be to God. 

The children make a joyful noise while everyone shouts   

All Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

Entry Hymn 

During this hymn, the Easter Candle leads the procession into church to 
the Easter Garden.The candle is placed near the entrance to the tomb.  

Members of the congregation take their seats in the nave, the choir 
processes to their stalls. Order of procession: Paschal Candle, Servers, 
Choir, Clergy, congregation. 

Details of the hymn will be found on the newsletter. We begin singing 
once the choir has entered the church. 

Blessing of the Easter Garden 

Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation, 

the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

To you be glory now and for ever. 

In your great mercy you have given us a new birth into a living hope 
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through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead. 

By your blessing, may we who have prepared this garden 

 in celebration of his victory 

be strengthened in faith, 

know the power of his presence, 

and rejoice in the hope of eternal glory. 

Blessed be God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

All Blessed be God for ever. 

Children move the stone from the entrance to the tomb.  

The president asks: What can you see? 

Child 1: Just folded grave clothes! 

Child 2: He’s not there!  

Child 3: An angel said:  

Child 4: ‘Do not be afraid; I know that you are looking for Jesus who was 

crucified. He is not here; for he has been raised, as he said.’  
      (Matthew 28.5,6) 

All the children say loudly together: He is risen! 

Everyone repeats: He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

A flame is taken from the Pascal Candle, and candles around the Easter 
Garden are lit by parents and children who then take their places in the 
nave. The servers light candles on the altars and the procession moves 
to the nave altar as the choir sings: 

The Exultet or the Easter Anthems 

Sing choirs of heaven. Let saints and angels sing.  

Around God’s throne exult in harmony!  

Now Jesus Christ is risen from the grave.  

Salute your king in glorious symphony.  
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Sing choirs of earth. Behold your light has come.  

The glory of the Lord shines radiantly.  

Lift up your hearts, for Christ has conquered death.  

The night is past, the day of life is here.  

 

Sing church of God. Exult with joy outpoured.  

The gospel trumpets tell of victory won!  

Your Saviour lives, he’s with you evermore.  

Let all God’s people shout the long Amen. 

Or 

Christ our passover is sacrificed for us : 

therefore let us keep the feast; 

Not with the old leaven, nor with the leaven of malice and wickedness : 

but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth. 
1 Corinthians 5.7b, 8 

Christ being raised from the dead dieth no more : 

death hath no more dominion over him. 

For in that he died, he died unto sin once : 

but in that he liveth, he liveth unto God. 

Likewise reckon ye also yourselves to be dead indeed unto sin : 

but alive unto God, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Romans 6.9-11 

Christ is risen from the dead : 

and become the first fruits of them that slept. 

For since by man came death : 

by man came also the resurrection of the dead. 

For as in Adam all die : 

even so in Christ shall all be made alive. 
1 Corinthians 15.20-22 
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Prayer of Penitence 

Christ our Passover lamb has been sacrificed for us. 

Let us therefore rejoice by putting away all malice and evil 

and confessing our sins with a sincere and true heart. 

Silence is kept. 

Like Mary at the empty tomb, 

when we fail to grasp the wonder of your presence. 

Lord, have mercy. 

All Lord, have mercy. 

 

Like the disciples behind locked doors, 

when we are afraid to be seen as your followers. 

Christ, have mercy. 

All Christ, have mercy. 

 

Like Thomas in the upper room, 

when we are slow to believe. 

Lord, have mercy. 

All Lord, have mercy. 

Absolution 

May the God of love and power 

forgive you and free you from your sins, 

heal and strengthen you by his Spirit, 

and raise you to new life in Christ our Lord. 

All Amen. 

 

Alleluia. Christ is risen. 

All He is risen indeed. Alleluia 
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The Gloria 

We stand to sing the Gloria which begins with the words of the angels 
at the Nativity, the other words were added quite early in the history of 
the Christian Church, turning it into a hymn praising God, Father Son 
and Holy Spirit.  

A different version of the words may be sung by the choir alone. 

All Glory to God in the highest, 

and peace to his people on earth. 

 

Lord God, heavenly King, 

almighty God and Father, 

we worship you, we give you thanks, 

we praise you for your glory. 

 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 

Lord God, Lamb of God, 

you take away the sin of the world: 

have mercy on us; 

you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 

receive our prayer. 

 

For you alone are the Holy One, 

you alone are the Lord, 

you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 

with the Holy Spirit, 

in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 
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The Collect 

Let us pray that we may reign with the risen Christ in glory. 

Silence is kept. 

God of glory, 

by the raising of your Son 

you have broken the chains of death and hell: 

fill your Church with faith and hope; 

for a new day has dawned 

and the way to life stands open 

in our Saviour Jesus Christ.  

All Amen. 

The Liturgy of the Word  

First Reading 

Please sit for the first reading which is taken from the Old or New 
Testament. The reading ends with the response: 

This is the word of the Lord  

All Thanks be to God 

Gradual Hymn 

We stand to sing the hymn that introduces the Gospel. Details are on 
the newsletter.  

During this hymn the Gospel procession moves to the top of the nave 
symbolising the coming of God into our world. One of the children 
collects the Gospel book and holds it open for the deacon to read.  
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The Gospel 

Alleluia, alleluia. 

I am the first and the last, says the Lord, and the living one; 

I was dead, and behold I am alive for evermore. 

All Alleluia. 

 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to N 

All Glory to you, O Lord. 

At the end of the reading 

This is the Gospel of the Lord 

All Praise to you, O Christ 

After the response the Gospel procession returns, as the organ plays, 
and we sit for: 

The Sermon      

The Creed 

We stand to join in with the words of the historic Nicene Creed, a 
summary of our Christian faith. 

Brothers and sisters, I ask you to profess the faith of the Church. 

Do you believe and trust in God the Father? 

All I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

 

Do you believe and trust in his Son Jesus Christ? 

All I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the Virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 
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he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

Do you believe and trust in the Holy Spirit? 

All I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic Church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Prayers of Intercession 

We sit or kneel for the prayers. At the end of each section there is a 
response that reflects our parish vision: 

Lord we pray, 

All fill us with faith, hope and love. 

And at the end: 

Merciful Father, 

All Accept these prayers 

For the sake of your Son, 

Our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen 
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The Liturgy of the Sacrament  

The Peace  

The president introduces the Peace: 

The risen Christ came and stood among his disciples and said, 

‘Peace be with you.’ 

Then were they glad when they saw the Lord. Alleluia. Alleluia. 

 

The peace of the risen Christ be always with you 

All and also with you. Alleluia 

We exchange a sign of peace. If you are joining us online, you might like 
to use the chat to do this. 

The Offertory Hymn 

We stand to join in with the Offertory Hymn, 
details of which will be found on the newsletter. 
During this hymn a collection is taken. We 
welcome your offering. If you prefer to give 
digitally please scan the QR code, visit 
rossparishes.uk/giving or use the contactless 
card reader by the north door. If you are a 
regular member of our community, we encourage you to consider the 
Parish Giving Scheme. Full details at rossparishes.uk/giving  

Preparation of the table 

Be present, be present, Lord Jesus Christ, 

our risen high priest; 

make yourself known in the breaking of bread. Amen. 
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The Eucharistic Prayer 

This long prayer, containing many elements, is the very heart of our 
Eucharist. In it we all pray that the Real Presence of Christ may be 
present in form of bread and wine, and that by partaking in this 
remembrance of Christ we may be spiritually united with God.  

We stand for the Eucharist Prayer. 

The Lord is here. 

All His Spirit is with us. 

Lift up your hearts. 

All We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

All It is right to give thanks and praise. 

 

Almighty God, good Father to us all, 

your face is turned towards your world. 

In love you gave us Jesus your Son 

to rescue us from sin and death. 

Your Word goes out to call us home 

to the city where angels sing your praise. 

We join with them in heaven’s song: 

Other words for the Sanctus and Benedictus that follow, may be used 
and sung by the choir alone 

All Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 
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Father of all, we give you thanks for every gift that comes from heaven. 

To the darkness Jesus came as your light. 

With signs of faith and words of hope 

he touched untouchables with love and washed the guilty clean. 

This is his story. 

All This is our song: Hosanna in the highest. 

 

The crowds came out to see your Son, 

yet at the end they turned on him. 

On the night he was betrayed 

he came to table with his friends 

to celebrate the freedom of your people. 

This is his story. 

All This is our song: Hosanna in the highest. 

 

Jesus blessed you, Father, for the food; 

he took bread, gave thanks, broke it and said: 

This is my body, given for you all. 

Jesus then gave thanks for the wine; 

he took the cup, gave it and said: 

This is my blood, shed for you all 

for the forgiveness of sins. 

Do this in remembrance of me. 

This is our story. 

All This is our song: Hosanna in the highest. 

 

Therefore, Father, with this bread and this cup 

we celebrate the cross on which he died to set us free. 
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Defying death he rose again 

and is alive with you to plead for us and all the world. 

This is our story. 

All This is our song: Hosanna in the highest. 

 

Send your Spirit on us now 

that by these gifts we may feed on Christ 

with opened eyes and hearts on fire. 

May we and all who share this food 

offer ourselves to live for you 

and be welcomed at your feast in heaven 

where all creation worships you, 

Father, Son and Holy Spirit: 

All Blessing and honour and glory and power 

be yours for ever and ever. Amen. 

The Lord’s Prayer 

We sit to say the words that Jesus taught us to pray. 

Believing the promises of God, 

as our Saviour taught us, so we pray 

 

All Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation 
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but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours 

now and for ever.  

Amen. 

Breaking of the Bread 

The president breaks the consecrated bread. 

Jesus says, I am the bread of life, 

whoever eats this bread will live for ever. 

All Lord, our hearts hunger for you; give us this bread always. 

Spiritual Communion 

This prayer offers those who are taking part in our service online the 
opportunity to make a spiritual communion so that in communion we 
are united, as one Christian family with our Lord. 

All Come into my heart, Lord Jesus. 

May all that is you flow into me. 

May your body and blood be my food and drink. 

May your passion and death be my strength and life. 

Jesus, with you by my side enough has been given. 

May the shelter I seek be the shadow of your cross. 

Let me not run from the love which you offer 

but hold me safe from the forces of evil.  

On each of my dyings shed your light and your love. 

Keep calling to me until that day comes 

when with your saints, I may praise you for ever. Amen.  
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Agnus Dei 

Other words may be used and sung by the choir alone 

All Lamb of God, 

you take away the sin of the world, 

have mercy on us. 

 

Lamb of God, 

you take away the sin of the world, 

have mercy on us. 

 

Lamb of God, 

you take away the sin of the world, 

grant us peace. 

 

Giving of Communion 

The president gives words of invitation to communion 

Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 

All Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 

Everyone is invited to take communion at St Mary’s. If you’d like to 
know more about being confirmed please talk to one of the welcomers 
or a member of the ministry team after the service. 

During the communion, music appropriate to the theme of the service is 
sung by the choir or played by the organist. Please see the newsletter 
for details. 

Prayer after Communion 

God of Life, 

who for our redemption gave your only-begotten Son 

to the death of the cross, 
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and by his glorious resurrection 

have delivered us from the power of our enemy: 

grant us so to die daily to sin, 

that we may evermore live with him in the joy of his risen life; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

All Amen. 

The Post Communion Hymn 

We stand to join in with the Hymn, details of which will be found on the 
newsletter. 

The Dismissal 
Alleluia. Christ is risen. 
All He is risen indeed. Alleluia. 
 
God the Father, by whose love Christ was raised from the dead, 
open to you who believe the gates of everlasting life. 
All Amen. 
 
God the Son, who in bursting from the grave has won a glorious victory, 
give you joy as you share the Easter faith. 
All Amen. 
 
God the Holy Spirit, who filled the disciples with the life of the risen Lord, 
empower you and fill you with Christ’s peace. 
All Amen. 
 
And the blessing of God almighty, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always. 
All Amen. 
 

  



19 

 
 

The Dismissal 

The deacon says 

With the risen life of Christ within you, 
go in the peace of Christ. Alleluia, alleluia. 
 
All Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia. 

 

Thank you for being with us today. May faith, hope and love, and the 
joy of the risen Christ inspire and guide your life in the week ahead. 

There may be an Easter egg hunt in the churchyard. 

Please join us for coffee which usually follows this service on the south 
side of the church. If you are visiting us or are new here, please take the 
opportunity to talk with the ministry team, a welcomer, or any regular 
members of our congregation.  
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