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Today’s Services  

Sunday 22nd January 
8am BCP Service at St Mary’s (Sean)  
9.30am Live-streamed Eucharist at St Mary’s (Sean & Freda) 
10.30 for 11am  Family Service at Walford (Caroline) 
11.30 Baptism at St Mary’s (Tiffany) 
1pm Service for Christian Unity at The Venue (Sean) 
6pm Choral Evensong at St Mary’s (Derek) 
 

Music for St Mary’s 

9.30am Sung Eucharist    

Setting: Mass of St Cedd - Nardone 
Introit: 52 The people that in darkness sat 
Gradual: 42 Longing for light 
Offertory: 595 Be thou my vision 
Comm: Take up thy cross - Corp 
Post Com: 510 Will you come and follow me 
 

 

 

 

Prayer for today 

God of all mercy, your Son proclaimed good news to the poor,  

release to the captives, and freedom to the oppressed:  

anoint us with your Holy Spirit and set all your people free to praise you in Christ our Lord.  

Today’s Readings 

First Reading: 1 Corinthians 1.10-18 
 

Now I appeal to you, brothers and sisters, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you 
should be in agreement and that there should be no divisions among you, but that you should 
be united in the same mind and the same purpose. For it has been reported to me by Chloe’s  
 

6pm Choral Evensong 

Introit: 506 The church’s one foundation 
Responses: Smith 
Psalm: 27.1, 4-8 
Hymn: 654 Hark, my soul, it is the Lord 
Canticles: Batten - Fourth Evening Service 
Anthem: Teach me, O Lord - Byrd 
Hymn: 504 We have a gospel 
Dismissal: Naylor (ferial) 



people that there are quarrels among you, my brothers and sisters. What I mean is that 
each of you says, ‘I belong to Paul’, or ‘I belong to Apollos’, or ‘I belong to Cephas’, or ‘I be-
long to Christ.’ Has Christ been divided? Was Paul crucified for you? Or were you baptized 
in the name of Paul? I thank God that I baptized none of you except Crispus and Gaius, so 
that no one can say that you were baptized in my name. (I did baptize also the household 
of Stephanas; beyond that, I do not know whether I baptized anyone else.) For Christ did 
not send me to baptize but to proclaim the gospel, and not with eloquent wisdom, so that 
the cross of Christ might not be emptied of its power. 
For the message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who 
are being saved it is the power of God. 
 
Gospel Reading: John 2.1-11 
On the third day there was a wedding in Cana of Galilee, and the mother of Jesus was 

there. Jesus and his disciples had also been invited to the wedding. When the wine 
gave out, the mother of Jesus said to him, ‘They have no wine.’ And Jesus said to her, 
‘Woman, what concern is that to you and to me? My hour has not yet come.’ His mother 
said to the servants, ‘Do whatever he tells you.’ Now standing there were six stone water-
jars for the Jewish rites of purification, each holding twenty or thirty gallons. Jesus said to 
them, ‘Fill the jars with water.’ And they filled them up to the brim. He said to them, ‘Now 
draw some out, and take it to the chief steward.’ So they took it. When the steward tasted 
the water that had become wine, and did not know where it came from (though the serv-
ants who had drawn the water knew), the steward called the bridegroom and said to him, 
‘Everyone serves the good wine first, and then the inferior wine after the guests have be-
come drunk. But you have kept the good wine until now.’ Jesus did this, the first of his 
signs, in Cana of Galilee, and revealed his glory; and his disciples believed in him. 

In our prayers this week, we pray for: 

Those who are ill …Rosamund Skelton and Margaret Thomas and all who are living with 

long term illnesses or challenges.   

Those who have died …John Church Jones, Michael Whittingham and Rhona Burston  

Those in our parishes …  To befriend, partner and develop an inspirational culture that 

inspires faith, hope and love in our communities. For all who are isolated and lonely, for the 
ill and bereaved, and for perseverance and resilience for all.  

For staff and patients in Ross Community Hospital. For all our schools, for head teachers, 
teachers and students and pray for families. For all businesses in Ross, Walford and  
Brampton Abbotts, for the prosperity of business in 2023, and for all who face anxious times.  
 

If you have a prayer request, email us. We would love to pray for you! 



 

We wanted to bring you some good news from our recent campaign.  

At the end of September, we wrote to 72 regular givers to our church to ask them to  
consider: 

 an increase in giving of up to 20%, 

 a switch to the Parish Giving Scheme (PGS) if not already using it, 

 making their donation inflation proof by index linking their giving and using Gift Aid if 
able to do so. 

We also wrote to 98 members of our congregations who don’t currently give to St Mary’s on 
a planned regular basis to ask them to consider: 

 giving to St Mary’s regularly (and offered the real-world example of £75 as the average 
monthly donation), 

 doing this through the Parish Giving Scheme, 

 making their gift inflation proof, and to use Gift Aid where possible. 

We have now compared giving levels in December 2022 with December 2021. This is how 
you’ve responded: 

 The total given via PGS in December 2022 has increased by 22% – that’s an increase of 
£1135 to £5154 per month. That is what we asked for! 

  12 more people give via PGS – 66 people now give regularly via the Parish Giving 
Scheme (PGS) 

 6 people have made their donation inflation proof – that’s now 37 of the total of 72 
givers 

We’d like to thank you for your part in this, and we’d like you to share with us in celebrating 
what we consider to be a successful campaign. If you’re one of the 72 givers, you should have 
received an invitation to a Cheese & Wine evening on Saturday 25th February, if not please 
speak to Mark. 
Thank you for your continuing support for, and confidence in St Mary’s. If you have been una-
ble to revise your giving at this time, please accept our thanks for considering it and be as-
sured that the most important gift you can give is that of yourself. 
Please be assured than no church money is being used for the celebration evening; the wine 
and the cheese have been donated privately.  https://rossparishes.uk/giving2022   

News from the parishes 

The funeral service for Rhona Burston will take place on Wednesday 2nd February at 2pm 
at St Mary’s. 

Christine Wheatley’s funeral will be on 26th January, 12 noon at St Bridget’s Church  
Bridstow. The parking is very limited as the church parking is too waterlogged to use.  
Anyone planning to attend the funeral please do your best to car share if possible and  
consider walking from Wilton Road.  

The Journeying Information Stand will be in the North Aisle, St Mary's, for a couple of 
weeks. Do pick up a leaflet or Bookmark. www.journeying.co.uk 

St Mary’s Giving Campaign 

https://www.parishgiving.org.uk/donors/find-your-parish/ross-on-wye-st-mary-ross-on-wye/
https://www.parishgiving.org.uk/donors/find-your-parish/ross-on-wye-st-mary-ross-on-wye/
https://rossparishes.uk/giving2022
http://www.journeying.co.uk


Rector & Rural Dean: Rev’d Sean Semple | 07778 114651| sean@rossparishes.uk  
Curate: Rev’d Tiffany Jackson | tiffany@rossparishes.uk | 07881420823  
Assistant Clergy:  Rev’d Colin Leggate | colin@rossparishes.uk  I 01989 564536 
Rev’d Prebendary Caroline Pascoe | caroline@rossparishes.uk  
Reader: Canon Freda Davies | freda@rossparishes.uk  
Reader: Dr Derek Glover I 01989 565167  
Administrator: Lou Jarvis I administrator@rossparishes.uk I 01989 562175 

This week in the Ross Parishes  

Everyday:  9am Morning Prayer - rossparishes.uk/morning-prayer    

Monday:  10am Lay Ministry Meeting at St Mary’s (Sean) 
  12 noon Christian Unity Daily Prayers at St Frances of Rome 

Tuesday:  9am-12 noon Tea and Toast and Community Larder at St Mary’s Hall  
  12 noon Christian Unity Daily Prayers at The Baptist Church 
  1.30pm Funeral - Sandra Ashcroft at Forest of Dean Crematorium (Sean) 
  2.30pm Just B at St Mary’s (Freda)  

Wednesday: 8.45am - 10.15am Toddle And Toast at St Mary’s  
  12 noon Christian Unity Daily Prayers at Christian Life Church 
  3.30pm LEAF Youth Group at St Mary’s Hall (Tiffany)  

Thursday: 10am Eucharist at St Mary’s (Sean) 
  10am - 3pm Warm Space in St Mary’s Hall 
  11.45am Thursday Prayer Group - Zoom  
  2.15pm Service at Bernard Hackett Court (Derek) 
  3.30pm Youth Choir at St Mary’s 

Saturday:  10am - 3pm Vision Day at St Mary’s  (Sean and Team) 

Sunday 29th January:  

  8am BCP Service at St Mary’s (Sean)  
  9.30am Live-streamed Eucharist & baptism at St Mary’s (Tiffany and Sean) 
  9.30am BCP Matins at Walford (Paul) 

Our annual Vision Day where we consider how we are responding to God’s call in our  
parishes will be held on the 28th January 2023 from 10 am to 3 pm. Parishioners from Ross, 
Walford and Brampton Abbotts churches are all invited and encouraged to attend, as this 
event sets our spiritual compasses for the year ahead. A light lunch will be offered.  
Please could you confirm your attendance by contacting Lou on 01989 652175  
or administrator@rossparishes.uk  

St Mary’s are currently seeking volunteers to act as servers for our Eucharistic Services.  
The task is not very onerous and open to all ages from the age of 8. Granny's and Grandads 
may also apply! It is a very important part of St. Mary’s Worship. Currently we are working 
with a very small team and would dearly like to double the size of the team at least. Please 
consider it if at all possible. Training will be given so there is nothing to fear! Please contact 
me, William Hazelton, on william@wyenet.net, or 01989568705, or 07956456290.  

https://rossparishes.uk/morning-prayer
mailto:administrator@rossparishes.uk
mailto:william@wyenet.net

