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Today’s Services  

Sunday 15th January 
8am    BCP Service at St Mary’s (Tiffany) 
9.30am  Live-streamed Eucharist at St Mary’s (Sean & Tiffany) 
9.30am  Parish Eucharist Service at Walford (Colin) 
 

Music for St Mary’s 

9.30am Sung Eucharist    

Setting: Mass of St Thomas - Thorne 
Introit: 702 Lead us heavenly Father, lead us 
Gradual: 805 There is a redeemer 
Offertory: 99 Hail to the Lord’s anointed 
Comm: We are the light - Scott-Thomas 
Post Com: 362 Come, let us join our cheerful songs 
 

Prayer for today 

Eternal Lord, our beginning and our end:  
bring us with the whole creation to your glory, hidden through past ages  
and made known in Jesus Christ our Lord.  
 

Today’s Readings 

First Reading: 1 Corinthians 1.1-9 
 

Paul, called to be an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and our brother Sosthenes, 
To the church of God that is in Corinth, to those who are sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to be 
saints, together with all those who in every place call on the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
both their Lord and ours: 
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
I give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that has been given you in  
Christ Jesus, for in every way you have been enriched in him, in speech and knowledge of  



every kind— just as the testimony of Christ has been strengthened among you— so that 
you are not lacking in any spiritual gift as you wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. He will also strengthen you to the end, so that you may be blameless on the day of 
our Lord Jesus Christ. God is faithful; by him you were called into the fellowship of his Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
Gospel Reading: John 1.29-42 
The next day he saw Jesus coming towards him and declared, ‘Here is the Lamb of God who 
takes away the sin of the world! This is he of whom I said, “After me comes a man who 
ranks ahead of me because he was before me.” I myself did not know him; but I came bap-
tizing with water for this reason, that he might be revealed to Israel.’ And John testified, ‘I 
saw the Spirit descending from heaven like a dove, and it remained on him. I myself did not 
know him, but the one who sent me to baptize with water said to me, “He on whom you 
see the Spirit descend and remain is the one who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.” And I my-
self have seen and have testified that this is the Son of God.’ 
 
The next day John again was standing with two of his disciples, and as he watched Jesus 
walk by, he exclaimed, ‘Look, here is the Lamb of God!’ The two disciples heard him say 
this, and they followed Jesus. When Jesus turned and saw them following, he said to them, 
‘What are you looking for?’ They said to him, ‘Rabbi’ (which translated means Teacher), 
‘where are you staying?’ He said to them, ‘Come and see.’ They came and saw where he 
was staying, and they remained with him that day. It was about four o’clock in the after-
noon. One of the two who heard John speak and followed him was Andrew, Simon Peter’s 
brother. He first found his brother Simon and said to him, ‘We have found the Messi-
ah’ (which is translated Anointed). He brought Simon to Jesus, who looked at him and said, 
‘You are Simon son of John. You are to be called Cephas’ (which is translated Peter). 
 
 

In our prayers this week, we pray for: 

Those who are ill …Rosamund Skelton and Margaret Thomas and all who are living with 

long term illnesses or challenges.   

Those who have died … Ann Cryer, Sandra Ashcroft, Rhona Burston, Brian Owen and 

Christine Wheatley. 

Those in our parishes …  To befriend, partner and develop an inspirational culture that 

inspires faith, hope and love in our communities. For all who are isolated and lonely, for the 
ill and bereaved, and for perseverance and resilience for all.  

For staff and patients in Ross Community Hospital. For all our schools, for head teachers, 
teachers and students and pray for families. For all businesses in Ross, Walford and  
Brampton Abbotts, for the prosperity of business in 2023, and for all who face anxious times.  
 



 

Letter from Derek 

The papers are full of it, the tv thrives on it, conversations turn to it, and the public is  
beginning to tire of it – the views of Prince Harry on the way in which he thinks that he and 
his wife have been slighted or rejected by his family. In time to come, historians, may with 
the passage of time, have greater evidence upon which to base opinion of the present House 
of Windsor situation. 

I notice though that there is frequent reference to the story of Cain and Abel in Genesis  
chapter 4. This is one of the explanations for the existence of evil in our world. In brief, Adam 
and Eve had two sons who were adapting to the human situation with Cain as a crop grower 
and Abel as a shepherd. Their attitude differed though, in that Cain made an inferior thank 
offering to God, whilst Abel selected from the best of his flock. We are told that God rejected 
Cain’s offering and in retaliation for his perceived better treatment, Cain murdered Abel.  
Consequently, he was forced to become an unsettled nomad until he reached Nod. 

This story is a gift to current commentators but most of the analysis fails to note that in  
rejecting his gift, God had offered  a second chance to Cain. In a ‘do better’ way Cain had 
been asked 

 ‘If you do well, will you not be accepted? And if you do not do well, sin is lurking at the door; 
its desire is for you, but you must master it.’  

I wonder for how many families in the course of history that advice has been ignored, and 
second chances have not been given with much to be regretted consequences. Positively, the 
gospel tells of the renaming of Simon by Jesus as Peter, the rock. Peter certainly made a  
second chance a positive opportunity. 

News from the parishes 

 
St Mary’s are currently seeking volunteers to act as servers for our Eucharistic Services. 
The task is not very onerous and open to all ages from the age of 8. Granny's and Grandads 
may also apply! It is a very important part of St. Mary’s Worship. Currently we are working 
with a very small team and would dearly like to double the size of the team at least. Please 
consider it if at all possible. Training will be given so there is nothing to fear! Please contact 
me, William Hazelton, on william@wyenet.net, or 01989568705, or 07956456290. I would 
love to hear from you. 

 

Our annual Vision Day where we consider how we are responding to God’s call in our  
parishes will be held on the 28th January 2023 from 10 am to 3 pm. Parishioners from Ross, 
Walford and Brampton Abbotts churches are all invited and encouraged to attend, as this 
event sets our spiritual compasses for the year ahead. A light lunch will be offered.  
Please could you confirm your attendance by contacting Lou on 01989 652175  
or administrator@rossparishes.uk  

mailto:william@wyenet.net
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Rector & Rural Dean: Rev’d Sean Semple | 07778 114651| sean@rossparishes.uk  
Curate: Rev’d Tiffany Jackson | tiffany@rossparishes.uk | 07881420823  
Assistant Clergy:  Rev’d Colin Leggate | colin@rossparishes.uk  I 01989 564536 
Rev’d Prebendary Caroline Pascoe | caroline@rossparishes.uk  
Reader: Canon Freda Davies | freda@rossparishes.uk  
Reader: Dr Derek Glover I 01989 565167  
Administrator: Lou Jarvis I administrator@rossparishes.uk I 01989 562175 

This week in the Ross Parishes  

Everyday:  9am Morning Prayer - rossparishes.uk/morning-prayer    

Monday:  7.30pm Walford PCC Meeting (Sean) 

Tuesday:  9am-12 noon Tea and Toast and Community Larder at St Mary’s Hall (Tiffany) 
  7pm St Mary’s PCC Meeting (Sean & Tiffany) 

Wednesday: 8.45am - 10.15am Toddle And Toast at St Mary’s (Tiffany) 
  11.15am  Ponder and Pray - via zoom (Freda) 
  1pm Chapter meeting (Sean) 
  3.30pm LEAF Youth Group at St Mary’s Hall (Tiffany)  

Thursday: 10am Eucharist at St Mary’s (Sean) 
  10am - 3pm Warm Space in St Mary’s Hall 
  11am Woodside Service (Freda) 
  11.45am Thursday Prayer Group - Zoom  
  12 noon Churches Together Christian Unity of Prayer at St Mary’s 
  3.30pm Youth Choir at St Mary’s 

Friday:   9.30am - 11.30am Paddle and Praise  

Saturday:  12 noon Churches Together Christian Unity of Prayer at St Mary’s 

 

Sunday 22nd January:  

  8am BCP Service at St Mary’s (Sean)  
  9.30am Live-streamed Eucharist at St Mary’s (Sean & Freda) 
  10.30 for 11am  Family Service at Walford (Caroline) 
  1pm Service for Christian Unity at St Mary’s (Sean) 
  6pm Choral Evensong at St Mary’s (Derek) 

Thank you to all who hosted Mary and Joseph on their journey around the Parish during 

Advent. The diary makes interesting reading. It seems that many members of our  

congregation enjoyed the Football World Cup competition. But there was light relief for 

Mary and Joseph when they went to the pantomime and out to meal at Zam Zam. They are 

now safely reunited with the shepherds, the Magi and an angel. 

https://rossparishes.uk/morning-prayer

