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 Advent Prose 

Antiphon: Drop down, ye heavens, from above, 

and let the skies pour down righteousness. 

2 We have sinned, and are as an unclean thing, 

and we all do fade as a leaf: 

and our iniquities, like the wind, 

have taken us away: 

thou hast hid thy face from us: 

and hast consumed us, because of our iniquities. 

[Antiphon] 

Today’s Services  

Sunday 4th December  
8am    BCP Service at St Mary’s (Sean) 
9.30am  Live-streamed All Age Christingle Sung Eucharist at St Mary’s  (Sean & Derek) 
9.30am   Parish Eucharist at Walford (Tiffany) 
 

This Sunday’s music for St Mary’s 

9.30am Sung Eucharist    

Setting: Mass of St Benedict - Rizza 
Advent Prose: verse 2 
Introit: 46 On Jordan’s bank 
Gradual: 34 Earth was waiting 
Offertory: 569 The kingdom of God 
Comm: E’en so Lord Jesus,  
quickly come - Manz 
Post Com: 51 The Lord will come 

Youth choir to sing: 
Hope of Heaven – Mark & Helen Johnson 
 

Prayer for today 

Almighty God, purify our hearts and minds,  
that when your Son Jesus Christ comes again as judge and saviour  
we may be ready to receive him, who is our Lord and our God.  
 

Today’s Readings 

First Reading: Romans 15.4-13 
For whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, so that by 
steadfastness and by the encouragement of the scriptures we might have hope. May the God 
of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in harmony with one another, in 
accordance with Christ Jesus, so that together you may with one voice glorify the God and  



Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed 
you, for the glory of God. For I tell you that Christ has become a servant of the circumcised on 
behalf of the truth of God in  
order that he might confirm the promises given to the patriarchs, and in order that the 
Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy. As it is written, ‘Therefore I will confess you among 
the Gentiles, and sing praises to your name’; and again he says, 
‘Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people’; and again, ‘Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles, and let all 
the peoples praise him’; and again Isaiah says, ‘The root of Jesse shall come, the one who rises 
to rule the Gentiles; in him the Gentiles shall hope.’ May the God of hope fill you with all joy 
and peace in believing, so that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 
 
Gospel Reading: Matthew 3.1-12 
In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea, proclaiming, ‘Repent, for 
the kingdom of heaven has come near.’ This is the one of whom the prophet Isaiah spoke 
when he said, 'The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: “Prepare the way of the 
Lord, make his paths straight.” ’Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a leather belt 
around his waist, and his food was locusts and wild honey. Then the people of Jerusalem and 
all Judea were going out to him, and all the region along the Jordan, and they were baptized by 
him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. But when he saw many Pharisees and Sadducees 
coming for baptism, he said to them, ‘You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the 
wrath to come? Bear fruit worthy of repentance. Do not presume to say to yourselves, “We 
have Abraham as our ancestor”; for I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up 
children to Abraham. Even now the axe is lying at the root of the trees; every tree therefore 
that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. ‘I baptize you with water 
for repentance, but one who is more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to 
carry his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing-fork is in his 
hand, and he will clear his threshing-floor and will gather his wheat into the granary; but the 
chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.’ 
 

In our prayers this week, we pray for: 

Those who are ill … David Walshaw, Rosamund Skelton, Margaret Thomas, Terry Harding 

and all who are living with long term illnesses or challenges.   

Those in our parishes …  To befriend, partner and develop an inspirational culture that 

inspires faith, hope and love in our communities. For all who are isolated and lonely, for the ill 
and bereaved, and for perseverance and resilience for all.  

For staff and patients in Ross Community Hospital. For all our schools, for head teachers, 
teachers and students and pray for families. For all businesses in Ross, Walford and Brampton 
Abbotts, for the prosperity of business in 2022, and for all who face anxious times.  
 

If you have a prayer request, email us. We would love to pray for you! 

 

 
 



 

Letter from Bishop Richard 

Most years when I was a parish priest in Sussex a group of us used to go Carol singing. We’d 
visit homes and the local pubs.  Rather than asking for money for a charity or Church funds we 
would finish by giving out mince pies. This always threw people.  They wanted to pay for them. 
They couldn’t believe there wasn’t some sort of catch. I’m sure it would be even worse were I 
to do it today.  We’ve got so wary of scam calls, texts and emails, we are immediately 
suspicious of anything that seems too good to be true.  
We often refer to Christ’s coming at Christmas in terms of gifts. The word became flesh and 
dwelt among us.  Unbidden and unsought, Christ comes to earth to reveal what God is like in a 
way that eludes human reason. The Christian story is something no one could have made up as 
a recipe for a restored relationship with God. But gift and the allied term grace are what it is all 
about. 
This Christmas we are acutely aware of life’s intractable problems. How on earth are we to 
solve the climate crisis, the economic crisis, the international relations crisis brought on by the 
war in Ukraine? All these problems seem unsolvable given normal patterns of human 
behaviour.  How can a baby born in the backwater of an ancient empire 2000 years ago have 
anything to say about any of them?  But the gift of Jesus is simple without being simplistic. The 
heart of most problems is the problem of the human heart. Jesus offers us the gift that meets 
the needs we seek to fill with rapacious consumption. He offers the security that frees us to 
love. He offers us the peace that in trust releases generosity. He offers the forgiveness that 
releases us from defensiveness and self-justification. The Gospel is good news because it 
meets the deepest needs of the human heart.  This is where the real transformation of 
individuals and society is to be found. 
 
+Richard 

News from the parishes 

Christmas h.Art and Craft Fayre at St Mary’s – thank you to everyone who helped or supported 
this event. Special thanks to Colin and Pauline for serving wonderful refreshments all weekend. 
We made over £1,000 for church funds. 

Mothers' Union Wednesday 7th Dec @ 2pm in St Mary’s Church Hall. Please join us for  
melody, mirth and munchies, a seasonal celebration. All welcome. 

As part of the Ross Warm Spaces initiative, St Mary’s Hall is open every Thursday from 10am – 

3pm to offer a warm welcome, light refreshments, companionship and hopefully some  

entertainment – do come along and join us on any Thursday morning. We are looking for extra 

volunteers to support the event and ideas of how to make the ‘Drop in’ appealing to the people 

of Ross. If you would like to help, please call Paul Cummings – 07970 315630. 

St Mary’s Church Cleaning. We still need a few more people to help with cleaning the church, 
both to do a regular monthly slot on a Friday afternoon and also to stand in when regular  
cleaners are ill or away. Helping in this way contributes towards the church finances, as if we 
cannot find volunteers we shall have to increase the hours of our paid professional cleaner. If 
you can help, please contact Janet Cooper (janetcooper272@btinternet.com). 
 

mailto:janetcooper272@btinternet.com


Rector & Rural Dean: Rev’d Sean Semple | 07778 114651| sean@rossparishes.uk  
Curate: Rev’d Tiffany Jackson | tiffany@rossparishes.uk | 07881420823  
Assistant Clergy:  Rev’d Colin Leggate | colin@rossparishes.uk  I 01989 564536 
Rev’d Prebendary Caroline Pascoe | caroline@rossparishes.uk  
Reader: Canon Freda Davies | freda@rossparishes.uk  
Reader: Dr Derek Glover I 01989 565167  
Administrator: Lou Jarvis I administrator@rossparishes.uk I 01989 562175 

This week in the Ross Parishes  

Everyday:  9am Morning Prayer - rossparishes.uk/morning-prayer    

Monday:  12 noon Prayers for St Mary’s 
  6pm Ross Scout and Guides Carol Service at St Mary’s  (Sean & Tiffany) 

Tuesday:  9am-12 noon Tea and Toast and Community Larder at St Mary’s Hall  
  4.30pm Brampton Abbotts PCC meeting (Sean) 

Wednesday:   8.45am - 10.15am Toddle and Toast at St Mary’s  
  11.15am Ponder and Pray - zoom (Freda) 
  1pm Chapter (Sean and Tiffany) 
  3.30pm Leaf Youth Group (Tiffany) 
  7pm Deanery Gathering at Walford (Sean & Tiffany) 

Thursday: 9am School Assembly (Sean)  
  10am BCP Eucharist at St Mary’s (Tiffany) 
  10am - 3pm Warm Space in St Mary’s Hall 
  11.45am Thursday Prayer Group - Zoom   

Sunday 11th December 
8am    BCP Service at St Mary’s (Tiffany) 
9.30am  Live-streamed Eucharist at St Mary’s (Tiffany) 
9.30am   Celtic Prayer at Walford (Paul) 
6pm   Evensong at St Mary’s (Freda) 

Dates for your diary    

17 December, 7pm Ross Choral Society Concert at St Mary’s 

18 December, 6pm Carol Service at St Mary's 
20 December, 2pm Just B Quiet Carol Service at St Mary’s 

22 & 23 December, 5.30pm Carols on the Green in St Mary’s churchyard 

24 December, 4pm, Crib Service at St Mary’s and Walford 

           11.30pm, Midnight Mass at St Mary’s and Walford 

25 December, 8am BCP Service at St Mary’s;  9.30am Parish Eucharist Service  
           at St Mary’s and Walford 

https://rossparishes.uk/morning-prayer

