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Today’s Services  

Sunday 25th December  
8am    BCP Service at St Mary’s (Colin) 
9.30am  Live-streamed Eucharist at St Mary’s (Sean & Tiffany) 
9.30am   Service at Walford (Colin)  
 

Music for St Mary’s 

9.30am Sung Eucharist    

Setting: Mass of St Cedd - Nardone 
Introit: 61 Christians, awake 
Gradual: 59 Angels from the realms of glory 
Offertory: 72 Joy to the world 
Comm: Away in a manger - Willcocks 
Post Com: 83 See amid the winter’s snow 

 

Prayer for today 

Lord Jesus Christ, your birth at Bethlehem  

draws us to kneel in wonder at heaven touching earth:  

accept our heartfelt praise as we worship you,  

our Saviour and our eternal God. 
 

Today’s Readings 

First Reading: Psalm 96 
 

O SING unto the Lord a new song: sing unto the Lord, all the whole earth. 
Sing unto the Lord, and praise his Name: be telling of his salvation from day to day. 

Declare his honour unto the heathen: and his wonders unto all people. 
For the Lord is great, and cannot worthily be praised: he is more to be feared than all gods. 

 



As for all the gods of the heathen, they are but idols: but it is the Lord that made the heavens. 
Glory and worship are before him: power and honour are in his sanctuary. 

Ascribe unto the Lord, O ye kindreds of the people: ascribe unto the Lord worship and power. 
Ascribe unto the Lord the honour due unto his Name: bring presents, and come into his courts. 

O worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness: let the whole earth stand in awe of him. 
Tell it out among the heathen that the Lord is King: and that it is he who hath made the round 

world so fast that it cannot be moved; and how that he shall judge the people righteously. 
Let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be glad:  

let the sea make a noise, and all that therein is. 
Let the field be joyful, and all that is in it:  

then shall all the trees of the wood rejoice before the Lord. 
For he cometh, for he cometh to judge the earth:  

and with righteousness to judge the world, and the people with his truth. 
 
Gospel Reading: Luke 2.1-20 
In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be 
registered. This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of 
Syria. All went to their own towns to be registered. Joseph also went from the town of 
Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended 
from the house and family of David. He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was 
engaged and who was expecting a child. While they were there, the time came for her to 
deliver her child. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, 
and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. 
 
In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by 
night. Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around 
them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, ‘Do not be afraid; for see—I am 
bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: to you is born this day in the city of 
David a Saviour, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will find a child 
wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.’ And suddenly there was with the angel a 
multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, 
‘Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he favours!’ 
 
When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, ‘Let 
us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made 
known to us.’ So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the 
manger. When they saw this, they made known what had been told them about this child; and 
all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. But Mary treasured all these 
words and pondered them in her heart. The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God 
for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Letter from Sean 

A Jewish proverb goes, “If you want to make God laugh, tell him your plans!” However I 
attempt to plan for it, Christmas always seems to be terribly far off, and then it suddenly 
rushes at me at 100 miles an hour! In this headlong rush suddenly a host, not of angels, but of 
unexpected challenges and crises appears, and the very opposite of peace and goodwill seem 
to reign… All credit to our Musical Director and Organist for jury-rigging St Mary’s pipe organ 
that due to the terribly cold weather decided to break down a few days before our celebrated 
Carol Service… 

In the last month, I have been very “operational” – out and about in the community visiting 
people, which has been a great privilege. It has also provided insight into how this year’s 
economic and political turmoil, and subsequent cost of living crisis has really affected mental 
health and home life. Many people are disappointed that they cannot afford the Christmas 
they feel they needed or wanted. Others feel that they simply don’t have the inner resources 
to put the needed energy into conventional celebrations due to bereavement or the 
exhaustion of two years of pandemic. I have posted a meme on my Facebook page which is a 
picture of a rudimentary manger with the words, “The first Christmas was simple. It’s okay if 
yours is too.” Celebrate within your personal resources and limits, and look again at that first 
Christmas story… I think it is very likely that Joseph and Mary felt their lives were derailed by 
God and reality: an unexpected and inexplicable pregnancy, and then a long distance journey 
while heavily pregnant, to give birth to a very special Child in a humble dwelling. The Nativity 
scene is both picture perfect, and picture imperfect – I am sure it is nothing like what Mary 
and Joseph would have planned for themselves. Let us look for God in the unexpected changes 
and apparent disasters of our lives, for his is there with us. And his presence isn’t just 
comforting, and reassuring, and hope-giving. He is a well-spring of life, who inspires us to rise 
about our challenges and adversity; inspires us to become the very best version of ourselves 
we can; and inspires us to give something positive back to the community around us. God is a 
light in the darkness, guiding us safely through the darkest times.  

 

On behalf of the Ministry Team of the Ross Parishes, and my own family, I wish you a most 
blessed Christmas and God’s favour on all your endeavours in 2023!   

 

Epiphany Evensong & Supper at St Mary’s - Sunday 8th January - Come and join us for an 
Epiphany Choral Evensong with St Mary’s Choir and guests and stay for supper afterwards. 
The service will be at 6 pm, followed immediately by drinks and supper. If you’d like to join 
us in the choir, you are welcome to do so. The rehearsal will be from 4 pm on the day and we 
will supply all the music you need. if you’re able to do a bit of homework, some YouTube 
clips are linked below to help you become acquainted with the notes. We need to plan food 
so please book in advance if you will join us for the supper (£10).  
Details and booking at https://rossparishes.uk/epiphany  

News from the parishes 

https://rossparishes.uk/epiphany


Rector & Rural Dean: Rev’d Sean Semple | 07778 114651| sean@rossparishes.uk  
Curate: Rev’d Tiffany Jackson | tiffany@rossparishes.uk | 07881420823  
Assistant Clergy:  Rev’d Colin Leggate | colin@rossparishes.uk  I 01989 564536 
Rev’d Prebendary Caroline Pascoe | caroline@rossparishes.uk  
Reader: Canon Freda Davies | freda@rossparishes.uk  
Reader: Dr Derek Glover I 01989 565167  
Administrator: Lou Jarvis I administrator@rossparishes.uk I 01989 562175 

This week in the Ross Parishes  

Everyday:  9am Morning Prayer - rossparishes.uk/morning-prayer    

Tuesday:  9am-12 noon Tea and Toast and Community Larder at St Mary’s Hall (Sean) 

Wednesday: No Toast and Toddle. Restart on 11th January 

Thursday: 10am Eucharist at St Mary’s (Tiffany) 
  10am - 3pm Warm Space in St Mary’s Hall 
  11.45am Thursday Prayer Group - Zoom  

Sunday 1st January:  

  8am BCP Service at St Mary’s (Colin)  
  9.30am Live-streamed Eucharist at St Mary’s (Colin and Derek) 
  No service at Walford 
  

In our prayers this week, we pray for: 

Those who are ill …Rosamund Skelton and Margaret Thomas and all who are living with 

long term illnesses or challenges.   

Those who have died … Gillian Remmington, Richard Pope and Alicia Smoothy.  

Those in our parishes …  To befriend, partner and develop an inspirational culture that 

inspires faith, hope and love in our communities. For all who are isolated and lonely, for the 
ill and bereaved, and for perseverance and resilience for all.  

For staff and patients in Ross Community Hospital. For all our schools, for head teachers, 
teachers and students and pray for families. For all businesses in Ross, Walford and Bramp-
ton Abbotts, for the prosperity of business in 2023, and for all who face anxious times.  
 

If you have a prayer request, email us. We would love to pray for you! 

https://rossparishes.uk/morning-prayer

