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Advent Prose 

Antiphon: Drop down, ye heavens, from 

above, 

and let the skies pour down righteousness. 

3.Ye are my witnesses, saith the Lord,  

and my servant whom I have chosen; 

that ye may know me and believe me: 

I, even I, am the Lord, and beside me there 

is no Saviour: 

and there is none that can deliver out of my 

hand. [Antiphon] 

Today’s Services  

Sunday 11th December  
8am    BCP Service at St Mary’s (Tiffany) 
9.30am  Live-streamed Eucharist at St Mary’s  (Tiffany) 
9.30am   Celtic Prayer at Walford (Paul) 
6pm  Evensong at St Mary’s (Freda) 

This Sunday’s music for St Mary’s 

9.30am Sung Eucharist    

Setting: A People’s Mass - Greening 
Advent Prose: verse 3 
Introit: 769 Rejoice, the Lord is King 
Gradual: 52 The people that in darkness sat 
Offertory: 42 Longing for light 
Comm: O Radiant Dawn - Macmillan 
Post Com: 39 Hills of the north, rejoice 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Prayer for today 

God for whom we watch and wait, 
you sent John the Baptist to prepare the way of your Son:  
give us courage to speak the truth, to hunger for justice,  
and to suffer for the cause of right, with Jesus Christ our Lord.  
 

6pm Choral Evensong 
Introit: 38 Hark a thrilling voice is sounding 
Responses: Plainsong 
Psalm: 72.1-7, 18-19 
Hymn: Come, thou long expected Jesus 
Canticles: 4th Evening Service - Batten 
Anthem: This is the record of John - Gibbons 
Hymn: 45 O Come, O come Emmanuel 
Dismissal: Naylor (ferial) 



Today’s Readings 

First Reading: James 5.7-10 

Be patient, therefore, beloved, until the coming of the Lord. The farmer waits for the precious 

crop from the earth, being patient with it until it receives the early and the late rains. You also 

must be patient. Strengthen your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is near. Beloved, do not 

grumble against one another, so that you may not be judged. See, the Judge is standing at the 

doors! As an example of suffering and patience, beloved, take the prophets who spoke in the 

name of the Lord. 

Gospel Reading: Matthew 11.2-11 
When John heard in prison what the Messiah was doing, he sent word by his disciples and said 
to him, ‘Are you the one who is to come, or are we to wait for another?’ Jesus answered them, 
‘Go and tell John what you hear and see: the blind receive their sight, the lame walk, the 
lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the poor have good news brought 
to them. And blessed is anyone who takes no offence at me.’ 
As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds about John: ‘What did you go out into 
the wilderness to look at? A reed shaken by the wind? What then did you go out to see? 
Someone dressed in soft robes? Look, those who wear soft robes are in royal palaces. What 
then did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. This is the one 
about whom it is written, 
“See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, 
   who will prepare your way before you.” 
Truly I tell you, among those born of women no one has arisen greater than John the Baptist; 
yet the least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he. 
 
 

In our prayers this week, we pray for: 

Those who are ill …Rosamund Skelton, Margaret Thomas, Terry Harding and all who are 

living with long term illnesses or challenges.   

Those in our parishes …  To befriend, partner and develop an inspirational culture that 

inspires faith, hope and love in our communities. For all who are isolated and lonely, for the ill 
and bereaved, and for perseverance and resilience for all.  

For staff and patients in Ross Community Hospital. For all our schools, for head teachers, 
teachers and students and pray for families. For all businesses in Ross, Walford and Brampton 
Abbotts, for the prosperity of business in 2022, and for all who face anxious times.  
 

If you have a prayer request, email us. We would love to pray for you! 

 

 

 

 



 

Letter from Freda 

Are you wondering why our Advent ring has three purple candles and one pink candle? Purple 
is, of course, the suggested liturgical colour for penitential seasons like Advent. But why do we 
light the pink candle today? The third Sunday in Advent is traditionally known as Gaudete 
Sunday, Gaudete being Latin for ‘rejoice’. Today is a day set aside to be joyful now that we are 
half way through  Advent.  

But, at first glance, our Gospel reading is anything but joyful. We find John the Baptist in prison 
and awaiting execution. But perhaps he was, in his way, joyful, for he knew that the ‘one’ for 
whom he had prepared his followers was going about his mission. John’s work was done – the 
Messiah had arrived.  

So on this Gaudete Sunday, maybe we too should try to be joyful, however difficult or 

challenging our circumstances may be or however depressing the daily news, and rejoice in 

the good news that is the Gospel. The Introit often sung on Gaudete Sunday encourages us to 

‘Rejoice in the Lord always’ – what better message is there in these dark times? 

 

 

News from the parishes 

We are preparing for our 4pm Christmas Eve Crib service, and we would love for you to take 
part. Don't put away your children's nativity costumes after their school performance, but wear 
them on Christmas eve and be a part of our nativity scene during the service. All costumes 
and characters are welcome! 

St Mary’s Church Cleaning. We still need a few more people to help with cleaning the church, 
both to do a regular monthly slot on a Friday afternoon and also to stand in when regular  
cleaners are ill or away. Helping in this way contributes towards the church finances, as if we 
cannot find volunteers we shall have to increase the hours of our paid professional cleaner. If 
you can help, please contact Janet Cooper (janetcooper272@btinternet.com). 
 

Paddle and Praise - For parents and toddlers to enjoy some pool based first steps in faith. 
Please note the following sessions -  Fridays 9.30 – 11.30am: 20th January, 10th February, 3rd 
March, 28th April, 12th May, 23rd June and 14th July. For more information, please contact  
Wendy Alston mandwalston@btinternet.com.  

Toast and Toddle - will be meeting at the later time of 10am - 11.30am on Wednesday 21st 
December in St Mary’s. The group will return after Christmas on 11th January at the usual time 
of 8.45am - 10.15am. 
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This week in the Ross Parishes  

Everyday:  9am Morning Prayer - rossparishes.uk/morning-prayer    

Monday:  7pm John Kyrle High School Carol Service at St Mary’s (Sean & Tiffany) 

Tuesday:  9am-12 noon Tea and Toast and Community Larder at St Mary’s Hall (Tiffany) 
  3pm Hospital Chaplaincy (Tiffany) 

Wednesday:   8.45am - 10.15am Toddle and Toast at St Mary’s (Sean) 
  3.30pm Leaf Youth Group (Tiffany) 
  4pm Oak House Carol Service at St Mary’s (Sean) 

Thursday: 10am CW Eucharist at St Mary’s (Tiffany) 
  10am - 3pm Warm Space in St Mary’s Hall 
  10.30am Service at Westbank (Derek) 
  11am Service at Woodside (Freda) 
  11.45am Thursday Prayer Group - Zoom   
  1pm Walford School Carol Service at Walford (Tiffany) 
  1.30pm Brampton Abbotts School Carol Service at St Mary’s (Sean) 
  3.30pm Youth Choir at St Mary’s 

Sunday 18th December 
8am    BCP Service at St Mary’s (Colin) 
9.30am  Live-streamed Eucharist at St Mary’s (Sean) 
9.30am   Communion with Carols at Walford (Colin)  
6pm   Carol Service at St Mary’s (Sean) 

Dates for your diary    

17 December, 7pm Ross Choral Society Concert at St Mary’s 

18 December, 6pm Carol Service at St Mary's 
20 December, 2pm Just B Quiet Carol Service at St Mary’s 

22 & 23 December, 5.30pm Carols on the Green in St Mary’s churchyard 

24 December, 4pm, Crib Service at St Mary’s and Walford 

           11.30pm, Midnight Mass at St Mary’s and Walford 

25 December, 8am BCP Service at St Mary’s;  9.30am Parish Eucharist Service  
           at St Mary’s and Walford 

8 January, Epiphany Evensong and supper at St Mary’s 

https://rossparishes.uk/morning-prayer

