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6pm Light up a Life Service 
Please see the separate order of service 

Today’s Services  

Sunday 27th November  
8am    BCP Service at St Mary’s (Colin) 
9.30am  Live-streamed Eucharist at St Mary’s (Tiffany & Sean) 
10.30 for 11am Family Service at Walford (Caroline) 
6pm  Light Up A Life Service at St Mary’s (Freda) 
 

This Sunday’s music for St Mary’s 

9.30am Sung Eucharist    

Setting: Mass of St Cedd - Nardone 
Introit: 38 Hark, a thrilling voice 
Gradual: 50 The Advent of our king 
Offertory: 37 Hark, what a sound 
Comm: Matin Responsory - Palestrina 
Post Com: 41 Lo, he comes with clouds 
 

Prayer for today 

Almighty God, as your kingdom dawns,  
turn us from the darkness of sin to the light of  
holiness, that we may be ready to meet you in our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ.  
 

Today’s Readings 

First Reading: Romans 13.11-end 
Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to wake from sleep. 
For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; the night is far gone, the 
day is near. Let us then lay aside the works of darkness and put on the armour of light; let us 
live honourably as in the day, not in revelling and drunkenness, not in debauchery and 
licentiousness, not in quarrelling and jealousy. Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make 
no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires. 
 



Gospel Reading: Matthew 24.36-44 

‘But about that day and hour no one knows, neither the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but 

only the Father. For as the days of Noah were, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. For as 

in those days before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, 

until the day Noah entered the ark, and they knew nothing until the flood came and swept 

them all away, so too will be the coming of the Son of Man. Then two will be in the field; one 

will be taken and one will be left. Two women will be grinding meal together; one will be taken 

and one will be left. Keep awake therefore, for you do not know on what day your Lord is 

coming. But understand this: if the owner of the house had known in what part of the night 

the thief was coming, he would have stayed awake and would not have let his house be 

broken into. Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an unexpected 

hour. 

In our prayers this week, we pray for: 

Those who are ill … David Walshaw, Rosamund Skelton, Margaret Thomas, Terry Harding 

and all who are living with long term illnesses or challenges.   

Those who have died  … Elizabeth Davies, Joan Cleary, Catherine Townsend , Barbara 

Whitehorne and Rev’d Elfrida Savigear (curate during the incumbency of Rev’d Roger Stirrup) 

Those in our parishes …  To befriend, partner and develop an inspirational culture that 

inspires faith, hope and love in our communities. For all who are isolated and lonely, for the ill 
and bereaved, and for perseverance and resilience for all.  

For staff and patients in Ross Community Hospital. For all our schools, for head teachers, 
teachers and students and pray for families. For all businesses in Ross, Walford and Brampton 
Abbotts, for the prosperity of business in 2022, and for all who face anxious times.  
 

If you have a prayer request, email us. We would love to pray for you! 
 

Letter from Colin 

Yesterday the Ross District Bell Ringers held their AGM here in St. Mary’s, combining the 
meeting with a ringing session, a short service and a ‘bring & share’ tea. I am writing this in 
advance but I hope an enjoyable time was had by all present. 

Our townsfolk are well used to hearing the sound of the church bells at times other than 
Sunday morning and Tuesday evening practice as we often welcome many ringers from other 
towers up and down the country. Visiting other towers is an integral part of the ringing culture 
or hobby. 

Historically church bells were used to call people’s attention  to certain occasions; the clock 
chimes indicating when to start or stop work, the lone ‘angelus’ bell indicating come and join 
the monastic office in church or say a prayer where you were, and the full marvellous sound of 
many bells indicating time to come and worship on a Sunday morning. Thus the bell ringers 
were a vital part of the parish worshipping cycle, and they still are even though we all have 
watches. 



 

The invitation to come and worship that the bell ringers give out can be received by anyone 
within hearing distance, which means not just a select few but everyone; and ‘hearing 
distance’ for our bells encompasses most of the town! This is beautifully in line with our vision 
for our role within Ross.  

Jesus said “Come” to anyone who was finding this world difficult, and he spent his earthly 
ministry trying to help people. His early disciples continued in this way and now we at St. 
Mary’s are trying to be of help to our town. 

 We hear the bells on a Sunday morning and we hope that others have heard them too and so 
we gather to worship and to be encouraged. 

Thank you bell ringers. 

 

News from the parishes 

Coffee@St Mary’s - Church flower arrangers are hosting the coffee morning on 3rd December. 

Offers of help, providing a cake or draw prize would be appreciated. There will also be cakes, 

jams and chutney for sale. Please contact Pam Altree 565320 or Sue Jones 07442163291. 

As part of the Ross Warm Spaces initiative, St Mary’s Hall will be open every Thursday from 

10am – 3pm to offer a warm welcome, light refreshments, companionship and hopefully some 

entertainment – do come along and join us on any Thursday morning. We are looking for extra 

volunteers to support the event and ideas of how to make the ‘Drop in’ appealing to the people 

of Ross. If you would like to help, please call Paul Cummings – 07970 315630. 

St Mary’s 100 Club – I’ve taken over the management of this from Pauline, as she prepares to 
leave us. I thank her for her years of stewardship of this in the name of St Mary’s. It is, actually 
less than an a 50 club! It would be great if we could build up numbers and therefore income for 
St Mary’s. Each member pays just £1 a week. There is a draw every 4 weeks with three prizes. 
This month they are as follows: Fiona Drummond (73) - £70, Margaret Clark (50) - £20, Viv Price 
(46) - £10. Congratulations to them! Please contact me if you’d like to join the club – 
mark@rossparishes.uk / 01989 565386 – Mark Sanderson 

St Mary’s Church Cleaning. We still need a few more people to help with cleaning the church, 
both to do a regular monthly slot on a Friday afternoon and also to stand in when regular  
cleaners are ill or away. Helping in this way contributes towards the church finances, as if we 
cannot find volunteers we shall have to increase the hours of our paid professional cleaner. If 
you can help, please contact Janet Cooper (janetcooper272@btinternet.com). 
 

Welcome on Wednesdays – we looking for welcomers to sit in St Mary’s church once or twice a 
month (or more!) on Wednesdays for an hour and a half. Visitors really appreciate there being 
someone to welcome them and those on the rota enjoy their time in church. If you would like 
to find out more or can help, please contact Rachel (rachel@rossparishes.uk). 
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This week in the Ross Parishes  

Everyday:  9am Morning Prayer - rossparishes.uk/morning-prayer    

Monday:  2.30pm Funeral of Joan Cleary at Forest of Dean Crematorium (Freda) 

Tuesday:  9am-12 noon Tea and Toast and Community Larder at St Mary’s Hall (Sean) 
  3pm Hospital Chaplaincy (Sean) 

Wednesday:   8.45am - 10.15am Toddle and Toast at St Mary’s  
  10am School Assembly (Tiffany & Sean) 
  3.30pm Leaf Youth Group (Tiffany) 
  7.30 Inspiring Portfolios meeting (The Rectory)  

Thursday: 10am BCP Eucharist at St Mary’s (Sean) 
  10am - 3pm Warm Space in St Mary’s Hall 
  11.45am Thursday Prayer Group - Zoom  
  3.30pm Messy Church at St Mary’s (Caroline)  

Friday:   12 noon - Funeral of Catherine Townsend at St Mary’s (Freda) 
  12 noon - Funeral of Elizabeth Davies at Walford (Tiffany) 

Saturday:  9am Confirmation Preparation (Sean and Tiffany) 
  10am - 12 Coffee @ St Mary’s 

Sunday 4th December 
8am    BCP Service at St Mary’s (Sean) 
9.30am  Live-streamed All Age Christingle Sung Eucharist at St Mary’s  (Sean & Derek) 
9.30am   Parish Eucharist at Walford (Tiffany) 

Dates for your diary    

3 December, 7.30pm Penyard Singers Concert at St Mary’s. Tickets cost £10: 01989 750233.  
5 December, 12 noon Prayers for St Mary’s 

17 December, 7pm Ross Choral Society Concert at St Mary’s 

18 December, 6pm Carol Service at St Mary's 
20 December, 2pm Just B Quiet Carol Service at St Mary’s 

22 & 23 December, 5.30pm Carols on the Green in St Mary’s churchyard 

24 December, 4pm, Crib Service at St Mary’s and Walford 

           11.30pm, Midnight Mass at St Mary’s and Walford 

25 December, 8am BCP Service at St Mary’s;  9.30am Parish Eucharist Service  
           at St Mary’s and Walford 

https://rossparishes.uk/morning-prayer

