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Today’s Services  

Sunday 20th November Christ the King 
8am    BCP Service at St Mary’s (Sean) 
9.30am  Live-streamed Eucharist at St Mary’s (Sean) 
9.30am  Parish Eucharist at Walford (Colin) 
11.30am  Baptism at St Mary’s (Sean) 

This Sunday’s music for St Mary’s 

9.30am Sung Eucharist    

Setting: Mass of St Thomas - Thorne 
Introit: 593 At the name of Jesus 
Gradual: 682 In the cross of Christ I glory 
Offertory: 704 Let all the world 
Comm: 452 Let all mortal flesh 
Post Com: 748 O Jesus I have promised 

Prayer for today 

God the Father, help us to hear the call of Christ the King and to follow in his service,  
whose kingdom has no end; for he reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, one glory.  
 

Today’s Readings 

First Reading: Colossians 1.11-20 
May you be made strong with all the strength that comes from his glorious power, and may 
you be prepared to endure everything with patience, while joyfully giving thanks to the Father, 
who has enabled you to share in the inheritance of the saints in the light. He has rescued us 
from the power of darkness and transferred us into the kingdom of his beloved Son, in whom 
we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. 
He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation; for in him all things in heaven 
and on earth were created, things visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers 
or powers—all things have been created through him and for him. He himself is before all 
things, and in him all things hold together. He is the head of the body, the church; he is the 
beginning, the firstborn from the dead, so that he might come to have first place in 



everything. For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, and through him God was 
pleased to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, by making peace 
through the blood of his cross. 
 
Gospel Reading: Luke 23.33-43 
When they came to the place that is called The Skull, they crucified Jesus there with the 
criminals, one on his right and one on his left. Then Jesus said, ‘Father, forgive them; for they 
do not know what they are doing.’ And they cast lots to divide his clothing. And the people 
stood by, watching; but the leaders scoffed at him, saying, ‘He saved others; let him save 
himself if he is the Messiah of God, his chosen one!’ The soldiers also mocked him, coming up 
and offering him sour wine, and saying, ‘If you are the King of the Jews, save yourself!’ There 
was also an inscription over him, ‘This is the King of the Jews.’ 
One of the criminals who were hanged there kept deriding him and saying, ‘Are you not the 
Messiah? Save yourself and us!’ But the other rebuked him, saying, ‘Do you not fear God, since 
you are under the same sentence of condemnation? And we indeed have been condemned 
justly, for we are getting what we deserve for our deeds, but this man has done nothing 
wrong.’ Then he said, ‘Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.’ He replied, 
‘Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in Paradise.’ 
 

In our prayers this week, we pray for: 

Those who are ill … David Walshaw, Sue Spence, Rosamund Skelton, Margaret Thomas, 

Terry Harding and all who are living with long term illnesses or challenges.   

Those who have died  … Elizabeth Davies, Joan Cleary, Catherine Townsend , Barbara 

Whitehorne and Rev’d Elfrida Savigear (curate during the incumbency of Rev’d Roger Stirrup) 

Those in our parishes …  To befriend, partner and develop an inspirational culture that 

inspires faith, hope and love in our communities. For all who are isolated and lonely, for the ill 
and bereaved, and for perseverance and resilience for all.  

For staff and patients in Ross Community Hospital. For all our schools, for head teachers, 
teachers and students and pray for families. For all businesses in Ross, Walford and Brampton 
Abbotts, for the prosperity of business in 2022, and for all who face anxious times.  
 

If you have a prayer request, email us. We would love to pray for you! 
 

Letter from Tiffany 

Happy new year! You be thinking that the curate has finally gone mad (or you may know that 
I've always been a bit mad), but it is the end of one year and the beginning of another- the 
liturgical year! The calendar that we follow in the church is called the liturgical calendar which 
sets out the seasons that we celebrate, saints days, and accompanies our lectionary which sets 
out the scriptures we will explore. The liturgical year begins with Advent. 

This is actually counter-culturally brilliant. The calendar new year which we will celebrate in a 
little over a month brings with it hope, but also a lot of commitments and promises for the 
new year. 2023 will be the year where we get healthy, take up running, stay better connected 



 

with our families, etc. In contrast, the Christian liturgical new year begins with a season of 
waiting, praying, reflection. It holds us in this space of remembering what God has done 
through the ages, and yet looking forward with hope to when God's kingdom will come in 
fullness.  

Perhaps, we can use our Christian 'new year' to wait and listen, so that when New Year's Eve 
comes along, we won't just be making the same old commitments for 2023 but rather we will 
be making the commitments that God wants us to make - the commitments and vision that He 
has shown us as we've waited and listened during Advent.  
 

So let me be the first to wish you a happy new year! May 2023 be a year where you love God 
more, know Him better, and are transformed more and more into the likeness of Christ. Happy 
New Liturgical Year! 

News from the parishes 

As part of the Ross Warm Spaces initiative, St Mary’s Hall will be open every Thursday from 

10am – 3pm to offer a warm welcome, light refreshments, companionship and hopefully some 

entertainment – do come along and join us on any Thursday morning. We are looking for extra 

volunteers to support the event and ideas of how to make the ‘Drop in’ appealing to the people 

of Ross. If you would like to help, please call Paul Cummings – 07970 315630. 

St Mary’s 100 Club – I’ve taken over the management of this from Pauline, as she prepares to 
leave us. I thank her for her years of stewardship of this in the name of St Mary’s. It is, actually 
less than an a 50 club! It would be great if we could build up numbers and therefore income for 
St Mary’s. Each member pays just £1 a week. There is a draw every 4 weeks with three prizes. 
This month they are as follows: Fiona Drummond (73) - £70, Margaret Clark (50) - £20, Viv Price 
(46) - £10. Congratulations to them! Please contact me if you’d like to join the club – 
mark@rossparishes.uk / 01989 565386 – Mark Sanderson 

Help needed! We need a few people to help set up tables on Friday 25th at 9.30am for our Art 
& Craft Fayre on 26th and 27th. We are also looking for people to take a turn manning our 
Christmas Craft Stall. If you can help please contact rachel@rosssparishes.uk or sign the sheet 
behind the welcome desk.  Thank you. 

St Mary’s Church Cleaning. We still need a few more people to help with cleaning the church, 
both to do a regular monthly slot on a Friday afternoon and also to stand in when regular  
cleaners are ill or away. Helping in this way contributes towards the church finances, as if we 
cannot find volunteers we shall have to increase the hours of our paid professional cleaner. If 
you can help, please contact Janet Cooper (janetcooper272@btinternet.com). 
 

Welcome on Wednesdays – we looking for welcomers to sit in St Mary’s church once or twice a 
month (or more!) on Wednesdays for an hour and a half. Visitors really appreciate there being 
someone to welcome them and those on the rota enjoy their time in church. If you would like 
to find out more or can help, please contact Rachel (rachel@rossparishes.uk). 

St Peter’s Church, Peterstow invite you to a reading of St Matthew’s Gospel on Saturday 26th 
November 10am-3pm. Refreshments and soup provided. 
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This week in the Ross Parishes  

Everyday:  9am Morning Prayer - rossparishes.uk/morning-prayer    

Monday: 9.30am Ashfield Park School at St Mary’s (Sean & Tiffany)  
  7.30pm Walford PCC Meeting (Sean) 

Tuesday:  9am-12 noon Tea and Toast and Community Larder at St Mary’s Hall  
  9.30am Ashfield Park School at St Mary’s (Sean & Tiffany) 
  2.30pm Just B at St Mary’s (Freda) 
  3pm Hospital Chaplaincy (Sean) 

Wednesday:   8.45am - 10.15am Toddle and Toast at St Mary’s  
  11 - 12.30pm Craft @ St Mary’s 
  3.30pm Leaf Youth Group (Tiffany) 

Thursday: 10am BCP Eucharist at St Mary’s (Sean) 
  11.45am Thursday Prayer Group - Zoom   
  12.30pm Funeral of Colin Price at Walford (Sean) 
  2.15pm Service at Bernard Hackett Court (Derek) 

Friday:   11am Funeral of Barbara Whitehorne at Walford (Tiffany) 

Saturday: 10.30am Interment in the Garden of Remembrance (Freda)  
  4.30pm Bellringers Service at St Mary’s (Sean) 

Sunday 27th November  
8am    BCP Service at St Mary’s (Colin) 
9.30am  Live-streamed Eucharist at St Mary’s (Tiffany & Sean) 
10.30 for 11am  Family Service at Walford (Caroline) 
6pm  Light Up A Life at St Mary’s (Freda) 
 

Dates for your diary    

3 December, 7.30pm Penyard Singers Concert at St Mary’s. Tickets cost £10: 01989 750233.  

17 December, 7pm Ross Choral Society Concert at St Mary’s 

18 December, 6pm Carol Service at St Mary's 
20 December, 2pm Just B Quiet Carol Service at St Mary’s 

22 & 23 December, 5.30pm Carols on the Green in St Mary’s churchyard 

24 December, 4pm, Crib Service at St Mary’s and Walford 

           11.30pm, Midnight Mass at St Mary’s and Walford 

25 December, 8am BCP Service at St Mary’s;  9.30am Parish Eucharist Service  
           at St Mary’s and Walford 

https://rossparishes.uk/morning-prayer

