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Today’s Services  

Sunday 6th November  
8am    BCP Service at St Mary’s (Colin) 
9.30am  Live-streamed Eucharist at St Mary’s (Colin) 
10.50am   Remembrance Service at Walford (Tiffany & Paul) 
10.55am  Remembrance Service at The Prospect (Sean) 
11.15am  Remembrance Service at St Mary’s (Sean) 

This Sunday’s music for St Mary’s 

9.30am Sung Eucharist    

Setting: A People’s Mass - Greening 
Introit: 360 Bring to the Lord 
Gradual: 217 The strife is o’er 
Offertory: 519 Sometimes a light surprises 
Comm: Ave verum corpus - Byrd 
Post Com: 818 To God be the glory  

Prayer for today 

Heavenly Lord, you long for the world’s salvation: 

stir us from apathy, restrain us from excess  

and revive in us new hope that all creation will one day be healed  

in Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 

Today’s Readings 

First Reading: 2 Thessalonians 3.6-13 

Now we command you, beloved, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, to keep away from 
believers who are living in idleness and not according to the tradition that they received from 
us. For you yourselves know how you ought to imitate us; we were not idle when we were 
with you, and we did not eat anyone’s bread without paying for it; but with toil and labour we 
worked night and day, so that we might not burden any of you. This was not because we do 
not have that right, but in order to give you an example to imitate. For even when we were 



Gospel Reading: Luke 21.5-19 
When some were speaking about the temple, how it was adorned with beautiful stones and 
gifts dedicated to God, he said, ‘As for these things that you see, the days will come when not 
one stone will be left upon another; all will be thrown down.’ 
They asked him, ‘Teacher, when will this be, and what will be the sign that this is about to take 
place?’ And he said, ‘Beware that you are not led astray; for many will come in my name and 
say, “I am he!” and, “The time is near!” Do not go after them. 
‘When you hear of wars and insurrections, do not be terrified; for these things must take place 
first, but the end will not follow immediately.’ Then he said to them, ‘Nation will rise against 
nation, and kingdom against kingdom; there will be great earthquakes, and in various places 
famines and plagues; and there will be dreadful portents and great signs from heaven. 
‘But before all this occurs, they will arrest you and persecute you; they will hand you over to 
synagogues and prisons, and you will be brought before kings and governors because of my 
name. This will give you an opportunity to testify. So make up your minds not to prepare your 
defence in advance; for I will give you words and a wisdom that none of your opponents will 
be able to withstand or contradict. You will be betrayed even by parents and brothers, by 
relatives and friends; and they will put some of you to death. You will be hated by all because 
of my name. But not a hair of your head will perish. By your endurance you will gain your 
souls. 
 

In our prayers this week, we pray for: 

Those who are ill … David Walshaw, Sue Spence, Rosamund Skelton, Margaret Thomas, 

Terry Harding and all who are living with long term illnesses or challenges.   

Those who have died  … Catherine Townsend and Barbara Whitehall 

Those in our parishes …  To befriend, partner and develop an inspirational culture that 

inspires faith, hope and love in our communities. For all who are isolated and lonely, for the ill 
and bereaved, and for perseverance and resilience for all.  

For staff and patients in Ross Community Hospital. For all our schools, for head teachers, 
teachers and students and pray for families. For all businesses in Ross, Walford and Brampton 
Abbotts, for the prosperity of business in 2022, and for all who face anxious times.  
 

If you have a prayer request, email us. We would love to pray for you! 

Letter from Derek Glover 

Written about 590 years before Christ, the Lamentations, usually ascribed to the prophet 
Jeremiah, are a fitting reading exercise at times of Remembrance. The musings of the writer 
fall into three sections – a description of the impact of the Babylonian attacks on Jerusalem as 
the ‘solitary city’, an analysis of the reasons for the fall of the community when God ‘withdrew 
his helping hand’, and a solution for a return to peace through God’s ‘compassion in the 

all malice, and be kind to one another, tender-hearted, forgiving one another, as God in 
Christ has forgiven you. Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children, and live in love, 
as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us, a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God. 



 

fullness of his love’.  

But, whilst God is seen as the retaliatory mover in the Babylonian war and subsequent Exile, 
the writer recognises the role of humanity in disregarding the moral principles that led to 
national weakness and vulnerability. As we think of the two World Wars and the subsequent 
continuing warfare of the twentieth century, we see the three stages of ruination by the 
aggressor, retaliation by the aggrieved and, often against all expectations, resolution of the 
issue. But, as Jeremiah noticed, there is always human cost for ‘my sighs are many and my 
heart is faint’. How many must still harbour these feelings at our memorials at this time 
because of the impact of war? 

Ruination, retaliation, and resolution are all evident in our world to-day. In Ukraine, Yemen 
and Somalia, the human cost is overwhelmingly high. The aggressors continue to show the 
misuse of power and disregard of community values. Jeremiah asked, ‘is it of no concern to 
you who pass by?’ We show our concern each November as we remember, but our prayer for 
a better national and international order is necessary day by day that we may ‘turn back to 
thyself, O, Lord, and we will come back’. May remembrance lead to resolution wherever 
conflict occurs. 

News from the parishes 

Mark’s Presentation – I’d like to say a very big thank you for the splendid support I received 
from so many for my presentation. It meant a great deal to have so many friendly faces around. 
I would most particularly like to thank Colin and his team for organising the wonderful lunch. – 
Mark (BEM!) 

Light up a Life service - join with others who mourn the loss of a loved one, in St Mary’s at 6pm 
on Sunday 27th November at our Light up a life service held in association with St Michaels 
Hospice. 

St Mary’s 100 Club – I’ve taken over the management of this from Pauline, as she prepares to 
leave us. I thank her for her years of stewardship of this in the name of St Mary’s. It is, actually 
less than an a 50 club! It would be great if we could build up numbers and therefore income for 
St Mary’s. Each member pays just £1 a week. There is a draw every 4 weeks with three prizes. 
This month they are as follows: Fiona Drummond (73) - £70, Margaret Clark (50) - £20, Viv Price 
(46) - £10. Congratulations to them! Please contact me if you’d like to join the club – 
mark@rossparishes.uk / 01989 565386 – Mark Sanderson 

Help needed! We need a few people to help set up tables on Friday 25th at 9.30am for our Art 
& Craft Fayre on 26th and 27th. We are also looking for people to take a turn manning our 
Christmas Craft Stall. If you can help please contact rachel@rosssparishes.uk or sign the sheet 
behind the welcome desk.  Thank you. 

St Mary’s Church Cleaning. We still need a few more people to help with cleaning the church, 
both to do a regular monthly slot on a Friday afternoon and also to stand in when regular  
cleaners are ill or away. Helping in this way contributes towards the church finances, as if we 
cannot find volunteers we shall have to increase the hours of our paid professional cleaner. If 
you can help, please contact Janet Cooper (janetcooper272@btinternet.com). 
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This week in the Ross Parishes  

Everyday:  9am Morning Prayer - rossparishes.uk/morning-prayer     

Tuesday:  9am-12 noon Tea and Toast and Community Larder at St Mary’s Hall (Sean) 
  3pm Hospital Chaplaincy (Sean) 

Wednesday:   8.45am - 10.15am Toddle and Toast at St Mary’s (Sean) 
  10am School assembly (Tiffany) 
  11.15am Ponder and Pray - Zoom (Freda) 
  1pm Deanery Chapter Meeting (Sean) 
  3.30pm Leaf Youth Group (Tiffany) 
  7pm St Mary’s PCC meeting 

Thursday: 10am CW Eucharist at St Mary’s (Tiffany) 
  11am Woodside Service (Freda) 
  11.45am Thursday Prayer Group - Zoom   

Saturday:  10am - 3.30pm Safeguarding Training at St Mary’s Hall (Sean & Tiffany) 
  3.30pm Server Training at St Mary’s (Sean) 

Sunday 20th November Christ the King 
8am    BCP Service at St Mary’s (Sean) 
9.30am  Live-streamed Eucharist at St Mary’s (Sean) 
9.30am  Parish Eucharist at Walford (Colin) 
11.30am  Baptism at St Mary’s (Sean) 
 

Dates for your diary    

3 December, 7.30pm Penyard Singers Concert at St Mary’s. Tickets cost £10: 01989 750233.  

17 December, 7pm Ross Choral Society Concert at St Mary’s 

18 December, 6pm Carol Service at St Mary's 
20 December, 2pm Just B Quiet Carol Service at St Mary’s 

22 & 23 December, 5.30pm Carols on the Green in St Mary’s churchyard 

24 December, 4pm, Crib Service at St Mary’s and Walford 

           11.30pm, Midnight Mass at St Mary’s and Walford 

Welcome on Wednesdays – we looking for welcomers to sit in St Mary’s church once or 
twice a month (or more!) on Wednesdays for an hour and a half. Visitors really appreciate 
there being someone to welcome them and those on the rota enjoy their time in church. If 
you would like to find out more or can help, please contact Rachel (rachel@rossparishes.uk). 
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