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Today’s Services  

Sunday 16th October  
8am    BCP Service at St Mary’s (Colin) 
9.30am  Live-streamed Eucharist at St Mary’s (Colin) 
9.30am   Parish Eucharist Service (by extension) at Walford (Freda) 

This Sunday’s music for St Mary’s 

9.30am Sung Eucharist    

Setting: Mass of St Thomas - Thorne 
Introit: 743 O God beyond all praising 
Gradual: 711 Like a mighty river flowing  
Offertory: 757 One more step 
Comm: We are the light - Scott-Thomas 
Post Com: 715 Lord for the years 

Prayer for today 

God, our judge and saviour, teach us to be open to your truth and to trust in your love,  

that we may live each day with confidence in the salvation which is given through Jesus  

Christ our Lord.  

Today’s Readings 

First Reading: 2 Timothy 3.14-4.5 
But as for you, continue in what you have learned and firmly believed, knowing from whom 
you learned it, and how from childhood you have known the sacred writings that are able to 
instruct you for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. All scripture is inspired by God and 
is useful for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, so that 
everyone who belongs to God may be proficient, equipped for every good work. 
In the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge the living and the dead, and in 
view of his appearing and his kingdom, I solemnly urge you: proclaim the message; be 
persistent whether the time is favourable or unfavourable; convince, rebuke, and encourage, 
with the utmost patience in teaching. For the time is coming when people will not put up with 
sound doctrine, but having itching ears, they will accumulate for themselves teachers to suit  



Gospel Reading: Luke 18.1-8 

Then Jesus told them a parable about their need to pray always and not to lose heart. He said, 

‘In a certain city there was a judge who neither feared God nor had respect for people. In that 

city there was a widow who kept coming to him and saying, “Grant me justice against my 

opponent.” For a while he refused; but later he said to himself, “Though I have no fear of God 

and no respect for anyone, yet because this widow keeps bothering me, I will grant her justice, 

so that she may not wear me out by continually coming.” ’ And the Lord said, ‘Listen to what 

the unjust judge says. And will not God grant justice to his chosen ones who cry to him day and 

night? Will he delay long in helping them? I tell you, he will quickly grant justice to them. And 

yet, when the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on earth?’ 

In our prayers this week, we pray for: 

Those who are ill … David Walshaw, Sue Spence, Rosamund Skelton, Margaret Thomas, 

Terry Harding and all who are living with long term illnesses or challenges.   

Those who have died … Kate Glover, Patrick Darling (Deanery Lay Co Chair), Christine 

Lewis and Esmerelda Smith 

Those in our parishes …  To befriend, partner and develop an inspirational culture that 

inspires faith, hope and love in our communities. For all who are isolated and lonely, for the ill 
and bereaved, and for perseverance and resilience for all.  

For staff and patients in Ross Community Hospital. For all our schools, for head teachers, 
teachers and students and pray for families. For all businesses in Ross, Walford and Brampton 
Abbotts, for the prosperity of business in 2022, and for all who face anxious times.  
 

If you have a prayer request, email us. We would love to pray for you!  

Letter from Freda 

So often, the flowers that bloom in our gardens reflect the mood of the season. I think of 
snowdrops, sometimes known Candlemas bells, reminding us of the light of Christ as they 
peep out of the dark soil in early spring. The daffodils at Easter remind us of the joy of the 
promise of the resurrection and now, as autumn is upon us, the purple of the Michaelmas 
daisy puts me in a sombre mood as we approach a time of remembering. 

While our Bereavement Support work continues all year round, several special services are 
planned around this time. Some of you may have noticed our tower floodlights changing 
between pink and blue last week to mark BabyLoss Awareness Week. Last Friday we held a 
short service to support those who have suffered babyloss, which culminated in lighting 
candles as part of the ‘Wave of Light’. 

On Sunday October 30th at 6pm in St Mary’s we will be holding our annual All Souls Service 
when we remember all those who have died recently. We try to send invitations to all those 

their own desires, and will turn away from listening to the truth and wander away to 
myths. As for you, always be sober, endure suffering, do the work of an evangelist, carry out 
your ministry fully. 



 

who have been bereaved but if you have not received one please come anyway – you will be 
very welcome. During the service the names of those of have died are read out, so if you are 
planning to come and have not received an invitation please contact our office on 01989 
562175 or email administrator@rossparishes.uk to let us know that you  will be coming and 
also to tell us the name of the person you wish to have remembered. 

As November begins, the poppy becomes the flower of the moment and we join with the 
nation in a time of national Remembrance. This year, the commemorations will be particularly 
poignant as we still mourn our beloved late Queen.  

Soon afterwards the red of the poppy is replaced by the green and red of holly and the bright 
lights of Christmas, but we are aware that this can be a time of sadness for those who miss 
their loved ones. So for one day only  - December 20th - our tower will be lit in blue light and 
we will have a ‘Quiet Carol Service’ in St Marys at 2pm for anyone who is finding regular 
Christmas services difficult. 

Do contact us if you would like more information about any of these events or our other 

Bereavement Support work. 

News from the parishes 

Mark’s BEM – Mark, our Director of Music, is being presented with his medal by the Lord  
Lieutenant at the Civic Service at 11.30am on Sunday 30th October at St Mary’s. Afterwards 
there will be a buffet lunch in church for the congregation and friends to celebrate, at which 
everyone is welcome. Do come and share in the celebrations. Please let Colin 
colin.leggate@tiscali.co.uk ; 01989 564536 or Lou administrator@rossparishes.uk ; 01989 
562175 know if you can join us, to help the catering group plan numbers. 
 

Treasurer’s Musings - Do you, like me, think a church should be warm and welcoming? For the 

people of the church that really means greeting one another with kind words and a smile, even 

people we do not know. At St. Mary’s we are pretty good at that. However the building is a 

different matter. It takes heat, and a lot of it, to be warm. Last winter, between the end of Sum-

mer Time and it starting again we spent £4800 on gas. This winter the unit rate is going up by 

84% meaning that the same quantity of gas is likely to cost £8800. Then there is lighting! Roy 
 

Gwent Chamber Orchestra Concert, Saturday 22nd October - Last year’s concert was a  
resounding success and we are really looking forward to the return of this great orchestra. This 
year they bring a delightful programme including works by Mozart, Elgar and Haydn. This will 
include Mozart’s Exultate Jubilate with soprano soloist Gail Pearson. More details and tickets: 
https://createross.co.uk/events 

Book Talk, Thursday 27th October, 7pm - Come and listen to Dame Kate Bingham talk about her 
new book The Long Shot. The unmissable inside story of how the Vaccine Taskforce beat the 
odds and enabled the biggest vaccination campaign in Britain’s history – by the woman who 
made it happen. Tickets are £9 and are available online https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/
booking/select/vIxwkuzonEXW, from Rossiter Books or by calling 01989 654464. This event is 
the first in a series of book talks that is being organised jointly by The Friends of St Mary’s and 
Rossiter Books. Proceeds will be split between those two organisations and NMITE (Hereford’s 
University) Full details and booking on Rossiter Books website. 
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Rector & Rural Dean: Rev’d Sean Semple | 07778 114651| sean@rossparishes.uk  
Curate: Rev’d Tiffany Jackson | tiffany@rossparishes.uk | 07881420823 (out of parish)   
Assistant Clergy:  Rev’d Colin Leggate | colin@rossparishes.uk  I 01989 564536 
Rev’d Prebendary Caroline Pascoe | caroline@rossparishes.uk  
Reader: Canon Freda Davies | freda@rossparishes.uk  
Reader: Dr Derek Glover I 01989 565167  
Administrator: Louise Jarvis | 01989 562175 | administrator@rossparishes.uk  

This week in the Ross Parishes  

Everyday:  9am Morning Prayer - rossparishes.uk/morning-prayer     
Monday:  2pm Funeral at St Mary’s (Colin) 

Tuesday:  9am - 11am Tea and Toast and Community Larder at St Mary’s Hall  
  1pm Funeral at St Mary’s (Freda) 

Wednesday:   8.45am-10.15am Toddle and Toast at St Mary’s 
  11.15am Ponder and Pray - Zoom (Freda) 
  3.30pm LEAF at St Mary’s Hall   

Thursday:  10am BCP Eucharist at St Mary’s (Colin) 
  11am Service at Woodside (Freda) 
     1pm Thursday Prayer Group - Zoom   

Sunday 23rd October 
8am    BCP Service at St Mary’s (Sean) 
9.30am  Live-streamed Eucharist at St Mary’s (Sean and Freda) 
10.30 for 11am  Family Service at Walford (Caroline) 
6pm   Choral Evensong at St Mary’s (Freda) 

 

New for St Mary's Church. YOGA. There will be 4 taster sessions of Maranatha Yoga in the 
Church. Yoga is a brilliant spiritual Toolbox whatever your personal beliefs and background. 
There is something very special about sharing Yoga together in a beautiful sacred space. You 
will benefit from spending quiet time balancing mind, body and spirit. Our themes will be 
Faith, Hope and Love. When: Nov 3rd (Introduction) 10th(Faith) 17th (Hope) and 24th(Love) at 
5.30-6.30pm. Please bring: Mat, blanket, firm cushion/block and wear warm comfy clothes. 
Cost: No set charge - donations please. (Proceeds to St Mary’s Church).  
Further Information: contact Jane Rothery 01594 544149  jjrothery@talktalk.net. 

We are very excited to be holding a Confirmation Service led by Bishop Richard Jackson on  
Sunday, 5th February 2023. Preparation for your confirmation will take place on the first  
Saturdays of the months preceding the service from 9 am to 3 pm with lunch provided. The 
dates will be 5 November, 3 December, 7 January, and rehearsal on 4 Feb. If you are  
interested, please let Tiffany know as soon as possible (tiffany@rossparishes.uk) 

The 100 Club for October was drawn before the 9.30am Church Service and the winners 
were: 1st Prize  Fiona Drummond, 2nd Prize  Jeremy Picton - Turbervill,   3rd Prize  Melanie 
Mellor 
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