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everyone at our services today 
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growing inclusive, intergenerational churches that inspire faith, hope and love 

 

Today’s Services  

8am    Live-streamed BCP Service at St Mary’s 
9.30am  Live-streamed All Age Eucharist at St Mary’s 
9.30am  Parish Eucharist at Walford 
 

This Sunday’s music for St Mary’s 

9.30am Sung Eucharist    

Setting: A People’s Mass - Greening 

Introit: 823 Who would true valour see 

Gradual: 604 Brother, sister, let me serve you 

Offertory: 510 Will you come and follow me 

Post Com: 491 Go to the world 
 

Prayer for today 

Lord God, your Son left the riches of heaven and became poor for our sake:  

when we prosper save us from pride, when we are needy save us from despair,  

that we may trust in you alone; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
 

Today’s Readings 

First Reading: Hebrew 11.1-3, 8-16 
Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen. Indeed, by 
faith our ancestors received approval. By faith we understand that the worlds were prepared by 
the word of God, so that what is seen was made from things that are not visible. 
By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to set out for a place that he was to receive as an 
inheritance; and he set out, not knowing where he was going. By faith he stayed for a time in the 
land he had been promised, as in a foreign land, living in tents, as did Isaac and Jacob, who were 
heirs with him of the same promise. For he looked forward to the city that has foundations, 
whose architect and builder is God. By faith he received power of procreation, even though he 
was too old—and Sarah herself was barren—because he considered him faithful who had 
promised. Therefore from one person, and this one as good as dead, descendants were born, ‘as 
many as the stars of heaven and as the innumerable grains of sand by the seashore.’ 
 



All of these died in faith without having received the promises, but from a distance they saw and 
greeted them. They confessed that they were strangers and foreigners on the earth, for people who 
speak in this way make it clear that they are seeking a homeland. If they had been thinking of the 
land that they had left behind, they would have had opportunity to return. But as it is, they desire a 
better country, that is, a heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God; indeed, 
he has prepared a city for them. 
 
Gospel Reading: Luke 12.32-40 
‘Do not be afraid, little flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the kingdom. Sell your 
possessions, and give alms. Make purses for yourselves that do not wear out, an unfailing treasure in 
heaven, where no thief comes near and no moth destroys. For where your treasure is, there your 
heart will be also. 
‘Be dressed for action and have your lamps lit; be like those who are waiting for their master to 
return from the wedding banquet, so that they may open the door for him as soon as he comes and 
knocks. Blessed are those slaves whom the master finds alert when he comes; truly I tell you, he will 
fasten his belt and have them sit down to eat, and he will come and serve them. If he comes during 
the middle of the night, or near dawn, and finds them so, blessed are those slaves. 
‘But know this: if the owner of the house had known at what hour the thief was coming, he would 
not have let his house be broken into. You also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an 
unexpected hour.’ 
 

In our prayers this week, we pray for: 

Those who are ill … Rosamund Skelton, Margaret Thomas, Kate Glover, Len Paul, Terry Harding 

and all who are living with long term illnesses or challenges.  Those infected and affected by 
Coronavirus. 

Those who have died … Gary Whittall  

Those in our parishes …  To befriend, partner and develop an inspirational culture that 

inspires faith, hope and love in our communities. For all who are isolated and lonely, for the ill and 
bereaved, and for perseverance and resilience for all.  

For staff and patients in Ross Community Hospital. For all our schools, for head teachers, teachers 
and students while on school break, and pray for families.  
For all businesses in Ross, Walford and Brampton Abbotts, for the prosperity of business in 2022, and 
for all who face anxious times.  

If you have a prayer request, email us. We would love to pray for you! 
 

Letter from Bishop Richard 

Many churches have risen to the challenge of welcoming Ukrainian refugees.  By the time you read 
this I hope we will have a family of five staying with us – visas permitting! We have been greatly 
helped by a support hub organised by the team at St. Peters in Hereford.  We won’t have the time to 
help our guests with the labyrinthine procedures of registration, school places and the 
like.  Fortunately, being part of the group means we can provide what we can and others will help 
them settle in. 

A few weeks ago, some of the recently arrived guests reflected on the cultural differences they had 
encountered as they settled in.  Notable was their bemusement about how English people say sorry 



 

all the time. Its true, we do!  American friends find it odd as well.  Ukrainians tend to be much more 
direct. Identifying these cultural differences reveals a lot about our different expectations. They can 
misinterpret our behaviour as insincere; we can interpret theirs as impolite.  Both are 
misinterpretations, but clarifying these expectations is important. 

This plays out in every sphere of life: school, home, community and Church.  So much conflict could 
be avoided if we had the courage to have honest conversations about the effect the behaviour of 
others has on us, particularly in an environment where we decide we aren’t going to take 
offence.  Jesus' disciples’ expectations of what a messiah would look like were completely wrong. 
Much of his ministry was about putting them right. The expectations of our clergy have often been 
formed in a completely different environment to now.  One deanery in our diocese has 7 
stipendiary clergy.  In 1961 there were 17! Clearly, the current generation can’t do the things their 
predecessors did.  Similarly, some clergy’s expectations of the people in the parishes may have 
been formed in a very different context to the multi-parish setting in which they now serve. 

Many of the relational problems that naturally emerge in any community, and especially in 
churches, trace back to this expectation mismatch. 

As we move forward as a diocese post-COVID these sorts of honest conversations will be vital to the 
health and well-being of the church. Listening to one another in order to understand rather than to 
respond will be a key element. Healthy communities are ones that identify conflict and move 
towards it to resolve it rather than avoid it and pretend it isn’t there.  I believe a church community 
that models handling disagreements well could be a very attractive one in a fragmented world like 
ours. 

+Richard 

 

News from the parishes 

Mothers' Union Mary Sumner Day service -Thursday 11th August @ 2.30pm in St Mary's.  
All welcome. 

St Mary’s Flower Festival 26th – 29th August: Preview tickets for Friday evening (wine, canapes, live 
music and entrance for the whole weekend) are now on sale at £10 online, from the office or after 
services. Stewards are needed on Saturday, Sunday and Monday. Please sign up on the list at the 
welcome desk. Festival Fete 27th Saturday, 11-3 – donations for stalls can be left in the boxes behind 
the hymn book stand - bottles of all sorts for the tombola, bric-a-brac, books, children’s toys, or any-
thing saleable! If you can help us in any way, or have your own idea of a stall to add to the fun and 
funds, please talk to Rachel (01989 567845) or email rachel@rossparishes.uk 

Cakes! Cakes are needed for the Flower Festival fete cake stall. Please contact Pam Altree 01989  
565320 or Sue Jones 01989 565156 if you are able to help. Thank you. 
 

Alpha Helpers - we would like to run another Alpha. If you feel God is calling you to help run the 
course, please speak to Sean or let Lou in the church office know. 
 

Mystery parcels! We are looking for donations for items for the mystery parcel stall for the flower 
festival. Any donations to Pauline Leggate please. 01989 564536. 
 

 
 

 

mailto:rachel@rossparishes.uk


Rector & Rural Dean: Rev’d Sean Semple | 07778 114651| sean@rossparishes.uk    
Curate: Rev’d Tiffany Jackson | tiffany@rossparishes.uk | 07881420823 (not Sat)  
Assistant Clergy:  Rev’d Colin Leggate | colin@rossparishes.uk  I 01989 564536 
Rev’d Prebendary Caroline Pascoe | caroline@rossparishes.uk  
Reader: Canon Freda Davies | freda@rossparishes.uk  
Reader: Dr Derek Glover I 01989 565167  
Administrator: Louise Jarvis | 01989 562175 | administrator@rossparishes.uk  

This week in the Ross Parishes  

Everyday:  9am Morning Prayer - rossparishes.uk/morning-prayer     

Tuesday:  9am - 11am Tea and Toast and Community Larder at St Mary’s Hall 
  4.30pm Home Group  

Wednesday:   10-11.30am Toddle and Toast at St Mary’s 
    

Thursday:  10am Eucharist at St Mary’s (CW and also livestreamed) 
     1pm Thursday Prayer Group - Zoom  

Saturday: 11am Wedding at St Mary’s - Molly Neville and Daniel Gwynne 
 
Sunday 14th August 
8am    Live-streamed BCP Service at St Mary’s 
9.30am  Live-streamed Eucharist at St Mary’s 
9.30am   Celtic Prayer at Walford 
3pm   Forest Church at Brampton Abbotts 

Dates for your diary    

 

9 August, 7.30pm, Flicks in the Sticks is showing IlPostino (u) Comedy/drama,                     
   doors open at 7pm 

23 August, 2.30pm Just B Bereavement Support Group at St Mary’s 

26 - 29 August, 10am - 4pm Flower Festival at St Mary’s 

29 August, 11am-4pm. Family fun day at Walford Village Hall, entry £1 

2 - 12 September, H-Art at St Mary’s 

24 September, 7pm Harvest Supper 
 

 

https://rossparishes.uk/morning-prayer

