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Today’s Services  

8am    BCP Service at St Mary’s (Colin) 
9.30am  Live-streamed Eucharist at St Mary’s (Colin & Freda) 
10.30 for 11am Family Service at Walford (Caroline) 
1pm   Baptism at Walford (Sean) 
6pm  Songs of Praise at St Mary’s (Sean) 
 

This Sunday’s music for St Mary’s 

9.30am Sung Eucharist    

Setting: A People's Mass - Greening 

Introit: 584 All my hope 

Gradual: 635 For the healing of the nations 

Offertory: 448 I come with joy 

Post Com: 394 Tell out, my soul 

 

Songs of Praise service at 6pm 

Anthem: In our service - Hewitt-Jones  
712 Lord Jesus Christ, you have come to us, chosen by Penny Comley (Ross Flower Arranger) 
358 Be still, for the presence of the Lord, chosen by Sue Jones (Co-ordinator of the Flower 
displays) 
545 Morning has broken, chosen by Shirley Green (Fownhope Flower Club) 
533 All things bright and beautiful, chosen by Chris Pugh (Fownhope Flower Club) 
24 The day thou gavest, Lord, is ended, chosen by Paul Cummings (Fundraising Committee) 
 

Prayer for today 

God of glory, the end of our searching,  

help us to lay aside all that prevents us from seeking your kingdom,  

and to give all that we have to gain the pearl beyond all price,  

through our Saviour Jesus Christ. 



 

Today’s Readings 

First Reading: Hebrews 13.1-8, 15-16 
Let mutual love continue. Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for by doing that 
some have entertained angels without knowing it. Remember those who are in prison, as 
though you were in prison with them; those who are being tortured, as though you yourselves 
were being tortured. Let marriage be held in honour by all, and let the marriage bed be kept 
undefiled; for God will judge fornicators and adulterers. Keep your lives free from the love of 
money, and be content with what you have; for he has said, ‘I will never leave you or forsake 
you.’ So we can say with confidence, ‘The Lord is my helper; I will not be afraid.What can 
anyone do to me?’ Remember your leaders, those who spoke the word of God to you; consider 
the outcome of their way of life, and imitate their faith. Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and 
today and for ever. Through him, then, let us continually offer a sacrifice of praise to God, that 
is, the fruit of lips that confess his name. Do not neglect to do good and to share what you have, 
for such sacrifices are pleasing to God. 
 

Gospel Reading: Luke 14.1,7-14 
On one occasion when Jesus was going to the house of a leader of the Pharisees to eat a meal 
on the sabbath, they were watching him closely. 
When he noticed how the guests chose the places of honour, he told them a parable. ‘When 
you are invited by someone to a wedding banquet, do not sit down at the place of honour, in 
case someone more distinguished than you has been invited by your host; and the host who 
invited both of you may come and say to you, “Give this person your place”, and then in 
disgrace you would start to take the lowest place. But when you are invited, go and sit down at 
the lowest place, so that when your host comes, he may say to you, “Friend, move up higher”; 
then you will be honoured in the presence of all who sit at the table with you. For all who exalt 
themselves will be humbled, and those who humble themselves will be exalted.’ 
He said also to the one who had invited him, ‘When you give a luncheon or a dinner, do not 
invite your friends or your brothers or your relatives or rich neighbours, in case they may invite 
you in return, and you would be repaid. But when you give a banquet, invite the poor, the 
crippled, the lame, and the blind. And you will be blessed, because they cannot repay you, for 
you will be repaid at the resurrection of the righteous.’ 
 

In our prayers this week, we pray for: 

Those who are ill … Rosamund Skelton, Margaret Thomas, Kate Glover, Terry Harding and 

all who are living with long term illnesses or challenges.  Those infected and affected by 
Coronavirus. 

Those in our parishes …  To befriend, partner and develop an inspirational culture that 

inspires faith, hope and love in our communities. For all who are isolated and lonely, for the ill 
and bereaved, and for perseverance and resilience for all.  

For staff and patients in Ross Community Hospital. For all our schools, for head teachers, 
teachers and students while on school break, and pray for families.  
For all businesses in Ross, Walford and Brampton Abbotts, for the prosperity of business in 
2022, and for all who face anxious times.  

 



 

Letter from Colin 

 Would you like to live somewhere beautiful? 

This morning I want to draw your attention to three aspects of beauty. One, where human skill 
has enhanced beauty that was already there: two, where human skill has produced beauty out 
of nothing: three, where humans have contributed nothing; it was and is already beautiful. 

This week we have the Flower Festival here in church and what you see is a good example of 
humans enhancing natural beauty. No higher authority than Jesus himself pronounced flowers 
more beautiful than anything Solomon could envisage and yet our exhibitors have added 
something: maybe a  snippet of a long reign, maybe a snippet of the Easter story, maybe a 
snippet of a personal encounter with the God of creation. Enjoy it all, it is worth it, and then 
read Matthew 6.25-34. 

Next week we have the H/Art Festival here in church and what you will see are wonderful 
examples of humans working with metal, glass, jewels, coloured powders, woven cloth and 
even every day household items to bring about something beautiful. No higher authority than 
the Lord pronounced to Moses that his temple in the desert would be made beautiful by 
human skill. Come back next week and enjoy it all, it will be worth it, and then read Exodus 
35.30-36.1. 

Last week Pauline and I were camping with the family near Swanage on the Dorset coast. We 
could sit in the tent entrance and gaze up the valley, or across the valley or down the valley; 
truly magical views. Human influence? Nothing! But no higher authority than the God of 
creation has pronounced it good. Read Genesis 1.9-13. 

In what beautiful place would you like to live; among the flowers or among the art works or 
among the hillsides? 

Jesus chose well, he decided that the most beautiful place to live was in your heart. You are 

the beauty that Jesus wants to stay with – treasure that and rejoice. 

News from the parishes 

Coffee@StMarys  on Saturday September 3rd from 10.30am-12noon in church will be hosted by 
the Fundraising committee. Note the new starting time. However, you can stay later on this  
occasion as Coffee will merge into H.Art refreshments and soup and scones will be available 
from noon until 2pm. Bring your friends to enjoy the coffee, tea and delicious homemade cakes 
on offer along with the art.  There will be a raffle and Margaret's Traidcraft stall as usual. 

St Mary’s Harvest Supper will be held in the Church on Saturday 24th September at 7pm.  
A simple supper will be provided at a cost of £7.50/head to be followed by a fun social event.  
Please book by 18th Sep with Paul Cummings - 07970 315630 or Rachel Lewis. 

Alpha - due to us not being able to find leaders for an Autumn course we will not  
be running Alpha in September. If anyone is interested in leading or helping in the Spring please 
speak to Sean. 

‘Olde’ fashioned village Fete in aid of The Samaritans, Herefordshire Mind and local wheel-
chair fund. Saturday 3rd September at St Mary’s Church hall. Local stalls, raffle, tombola and 
refreshments. 



Rector & Rural Dean: Rev’d Sean Semple | 07778 114651| sean@rossparishes.uk    
Curate: Rev’d Tiffany Jackson | tiffany@rossparishes.uk | 07881420823 (not Sat)  On annual leave 
Assistant Clergy:  Rev’d Colin Leggate | colin@rossparishes.uk  I 01989 564536 
Rev’d Prebendary Caroline Pascoe | caroline@rossparishes.uk  
Reader: Canon Freda Davies | freda@rossparishes.uk  
Reader: Dr Derek Glover I 01989 565167  
Administrator: Louise Jarvis | 01989 562175 | administrator@rossparishes.uk Office open 9-12 Tuesday to Friday  

 

This week in the Ross Parishes  

Everyday:  9am Morning Prayer - rossparishes.uk/morning-prayer     

Tuesday:  9am - 11am Tea and Toast and Community Larder at St Mary’s Hall (Sean)
  3pm  Ross Hospital Chaplaincy (Sean) 
  4.30pm Home Group  

Wednesday:   10-11.30am Toddle and Toast at St Mary’s (Sean) 
    

Thursday:  10am Eucharist at St Mary’s (BCP) (Sean) 
  3.30pm Messy Church at St Mary’s (Caroline) 
     1pm Thursday Prayer Group - Zoom  

Saturday:  10.30am-12 Coffee @St Mary’s  
   
Sunday 4th September 
8am    BCP Service at St Mary’s (Sean) 
9.30am  Live-streamed Sung All Age Eucharist at St Mary’s (Tiffany & Caroline) 
9.30am  Parish Eucharist at Walford (Sean) 
 

Dates for your diary    

29 August, 11am-4pm. Family fun day at Walford Village Hall, entry £1 

2 - 12 September, H-Art at St Mary’s 

3 September, Fete, St Mary’s church hall, 11 - 3pm 

5 September, 12 noon Prayers for St Mary’s 

24 September, 7pm Harvest Supper 

1st October, 7.30pm Military Wives’ Concert at St Mary’s 

8th October, 7pm Music and Poetry Recital at St Mary’s 

22nd October, Gwent Chamber Orchestra at St Mary’s 
 

 

https://rossparishes.uk/morning-prayer

