
Sunday 3rd July  
Third Sunday after Trinity 
 

We offer a warm welcome to  
everyone at our services today 

Newsletter The Ross Parishes 
rossparishes.uk 

Ross-on-Wye 

Walford 

Brampton Abbotts  

growing inclusive, intergenerational churches that inspire faith, hope and love 

 

Today’s Services  

8am    Live-streamed BCP Service at St Mary’s 
9.30am    Live-streamed All Age Eucharist Service at St Mary’s  
9.30am  Parish Eucharist at Walford 
 

This Sunday’s music for St Mary’s 

9.30am Sung Eucharist    

Setting: Mass of St Benedict - Rizza 

Introit: 213 vv1, 5-9 O sons and daughters 

Gradual: God chose you - Ray 

Offertory: 621 Dear Lord and Father 

Comm: Give us the wings of faith - Bullock 

Post Com: 584 All my hope on God is founded 

 

Prayer for today 

God our saviour, look on this wounded world  
in pity and in power; hold us fast to your promises of peace  
won for us by your Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ.  
 

Today’s Readings 

First Reading: Ephesians 2.19-end 
So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are citizens with the saints and 
also members of the household of God, built upon the foundation of the apostles and 
prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the cornerstone. In him the whole structure is 
joined together and grows into a holy temple in the Lord; in whom you also are built 
together spiritually into a dwelling-place for God. 
 



Gospel Reading: John 20.24-29 

But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus 

came. So the other disciples told him, ‘We have seen the Lord.’ But he said to them, ‘Unless I 

see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in 

his side, I will not believe.’ 

A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. Although the 

doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, ‘Peace be with you.’ Then he said 

to Thomas, ‘Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. 

Do not doubt but believe.’ Thomas answered him, ‘My Lord and my God!’ Jesus said to him, 

‘Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet 

have come to believe.’ 
 

In our prayers this week, we pray for: 

Those who are ill …  

Allison Chalmers, Derek & Celia Glover, Margaret Thomas, Kate Glover, Len Paul,  

Terry Harding and Rosamund Skelton and all who are living with long term illnesses or 

challenges.  

Those infected and affected by Coronavirus. 

Those who have died … Kathy Paul, Stephen Davies 

Those in our parishes …  

To befriend, partner and develop an inspirational culture that inspires faith, hope and love in 

our communities. For all who are isolated and lonely, for the ill and bereaved, and for 

perseverance and resilience for all.  

For staff and patients in Ross Community Hospital. For all our schools, for head teachers, 
teachers and students. For all businesses in Ross, Walford and Brampton Abbotts, for the 
prosperity of business in 2022, and for all who face anxious times.  
 

If you have a prayer request, email us. We would love to pray for you! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Letter from Sean 

Dear friends 

One of the most meaningful stories I have come across concerning resting  is attributed to St 
John while a prisoner on the island of Patmos. You may remember that while imprisoned on 
the island, John experienced his Revelation –a mystical unveiling of the spiritual reality and 
conflict behind our physical world and history, and a vision of the ultimate victory of Christ and 
his people. The story goes that John was required to cut his own firewood despite being an old 
man, and one day one of the Roman soldiers guarding him began to mock him rather 
uncharitably for taking frequent rest breaks.  St John was slow to respond to the taunts, but 
eventually he asked the impertinent soldier a question, “What do you see me doing when I am 
sitting down?” “Nothing!” was the mocking reply. John responded, “You are wrong – when you 
see me sitting down resting, I am sharpening my axe.” When we are weary and fatigued the 
smallest jobs seem to take enormous energy and time – and the analogy of trying to chop 
wood with a blunt axe is so apt - a lot of work with little gain. When you read this I shall be 
away on what is actually my first annual leave since before Christmas. It feels most needed! If 
you are also having a break over the summer, I wish you a restful and restorative holiday, and 
look forward to our work and onward journey together on your return.  
 
Blessings and love, Sean 

 

News from the parishes 

A big thank you to all who came to support and help us at the St Mary’s auction, those who 
donated items and those who spent over £5,000 buying them back. Our musicians from JKHS,  
auctioneers (Norman and Nigel) and “glamorous assistants” (Mel, Ginnie and Will) kept us all 
entertained while we spent our money. Thank you from the Fundraising group. 

On Sunday June 12th St Michael's Walford started a service of Celtic Daily Prayer. On Sunday 
10th of July this experiment continues. We use modern and old Celtic Liturgy from Britain's first 
Christian Church. Mobile phones are used during the service to help in our prayers among other 
things. The service 07365 037989. This number is exclusively used for text prayer requests for 
this service, it is not a contact number for Walford Church or Clergy. Members of the  
congregation at St Mary's and Brampton Abbots as well as Walford are welcome to place text 
prayer requests to this number even if you do not attend the Celtic service. All the texts are  
deleted after the service.  
 

Dreaming of your beach holiday? Join us for Messy Church on 7 July from 3:30 at St Mary’s. We 
will be celebrating summer together at our final Messy Church of the school year. Can't wait to 
see you! 
 

St Mary’s Flower Festival 26th - 29th August. If you would like to sponsor a flower  
arrangement in memory of a loved one or donate towards the Flower Festival please contact 
Sue Jones on 07442 163 291.  

Freda will be having a plant stall at the Flower Festival in August, any offers of plants nearer 
the time would be very much appreciated. Freda - 01989 562366 
 



Rector & Rural Dean: Rev’d Sean Semple | 01989 562175 | sean@rossparishes.uk    
Curate: Rev’d Tiffany Jackson | tiffany@rossparishes.uk | 07881420823 (not Sat)  
Assistant Clergy:  Rev’d Colin Leggate | colin@rossparishes.uk  I 01989 564536 
Rev’d Prebendary Caroline Pascoe | caroline@rossparishes.uk  
Reader: Canon Freda Davies | freda@rossparishes.uk  
Reader: Dr Derek Glover I 01989 565167  
Administrator: Louise Jarvis | 01989 562175 | administrator@rossparishes.uk  

This week in the Ross Parishes  

Everyday:  9am Morning Prayer - rossparishes.uk/morning-prayer     

Monday: 12 noon - Prayers for St Mary’s at St Mary’s 

Tuesday:  9am - 11am Tea and Toast and Community Larder at St Mary’s Hall 
  4.30pm Home Group at St Mary’s 

Wednesday:   8.45am - 10.15am Toddle and Toast at St Mary’s 
    

Thursday:  10am Eucharist at St Mary’s (BCP and also livestreamed) 
     1pm Thursday Prayer Group - Zoom  
  3.30pm Youth Choir at St Mary’s 
 
Sunday 10 July  
8am    Live-streamed BCP Service at St Mary’s 
9.30am  Live-streamed Eucharist at St Mary’s 
9.30am  Celtic Daily Prayer at Walford 
3pm  Forest Church at Brampton Abbotts 
6pm  Evensong at St Mary’s 

Dates for your diary    

2nd -10th July, As part of the farOpen Studios Art Trail, Kathy Priddis is exhibiting her 
pottery and paintings at her home. Venue 35 in the farOpen brochure: Round Oak Cottage, 
Bridstow HR9 6QJ.  All welcome - 1am-5pm daily. 

12 July, 7.30pm Flicks in the Sticks is showing Cinema Paradiso (12), drama.  
 (doors open at 7pm) St Mary’s Hall 
 

27 - 29 August, 10am - 4pm Flower Festival at St Mary’s 

9 August, 7.30pm, Flicks in the Sticks is showing IlPostino (u) Comedy/drama, doors open 
at 7pm 
 

3 - 12 September, H-Art at St Mary’s 
 

https://rossparishes.uk/morning-prayer

