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Today’s Services  

8am   Live-streamed BCP Service at St Mary’s 
9.30am   Live-streamed Eucharist Service at  
  St Mary’s  
9.30am  Service at Walford 
11.30am Baptism at St Mary’s 
3pm  Forest Church @ Brampton Abbotts 
6pm   Choral Evensong at St Mary’s 
 

This Sunday’s music for St Mary’s 

9.30am Sung Eucharist    

Setting: Mass of St Thomas - Thorne 
Introit: 276 Holy, holy, holy 
Grad: 704 Let all the world 
Offertory: 663 How shall I sing that majesty 
Comm: O sing joyfully - Batten 
Post Com: 810 Thou whose almighty word 
 

 
 
 

Prayer for today 

Holy God, faithful and unchanging: 

enlarge our minds with the knowledge of your truth,  

and draw us more deeply into the mystery of your love,  

that we may truly worship you, Father, Son and Holy Spirit,  

one God, now and for ever. 

 

 

 

6pm Choral Evensong 
Introit: 675 Immortal love for ever full 

Responses: Oxley 

Psalm: 98, 99, 100, 101 

Hymn: 676 Immortal, invisible 

Canticles: Stanford in C 

Anthem: O for a closer walk - Stanford 

Hymn: 663 How shall I sing that majesty 

Dismissal: Naylor (festal) 

Due to high COVID infection rates in Ross 
you are encouraged to wear masks,  

socially distance and sanitise your hands.  



Today’s Readings 

First Reading: Romans 5.1-5 

Therefore, since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, through whom we have obtained access to this grace in which we stand; and we boast in 
our hope of sharing the glory of God. And not only that, but we also boast in our sufferings, 
knowing that suffering produces endurance, and endurance produces character, and character 
produces hope, and hope does not disappoint us, because God’s love has been poured into our 
hearts through the Holy Spirit that has been given to us. 
 

Gospel Reading: John 16.12-15 

‘I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now. When the Spirit of truth 

comes, he will guide you into all the truth; for he will not speak on his own, but will speak 

whatever he hears, and he will declare to you the things that are to come. He will glorify me, 

because he will take what is mine and declare it to you. All that the Father has is mine. For this 

reason I said that he will take what is mine and declare it to you. 
 

In our prayers this week, we pray for: 

Those who are ill … Margaret Thomas, Kathy and Len Paul, Pam Harding and  

Rosamund Skelton and all who are living with long term illnesses or challenges.  
Those infected and affected by Coronavirus. 

Those who have died …Harry Clifton and Stuart Kennard Smith 

Those in our parishes … To befriend, partner and develop an inspirational culture that 

inspires faith, hope and love in our communities. For all who are isolated and lonely, for the ill 
and bereaved, and for perseverance and resilience for all.  

For staff and patients in Ross Community Hospital. For all our schools, for head teachers, teachers 
and students. For all businesses in Ross, Walford and Brampton Abbotts, for the prosperity of 
business in 2022, and for all who face anxious times.  

If you have a prayer request, email us. We would love to pray for you! 

 

Letter from Sean 

It felt appropriate for St Mary’s Parish Church to be positioned at the heart of Her Majesty’s 
Platinum Jubilee Celebrations in Ross-on-Wye – after all, the Sovereign is the Supreme Governor 
of the Church of England, we have the most beautiful and versatile building in the centre of the 
town, and part of our vision is to inspire hope through community engagement. This is what I was 
thinking late last year, but it took the planning gifts of Paul Cummings, the hard work of many, 
and the hospitality of all to turn vision into reality. I hope that you were able to experience some, 
if not all, of the Jubilee celebrations in the town and especially those at St Mary. The church was 
“framed” by spectacular art and photography from local schools and clubs; and it played host to a 
Concert, Tea Dance, Messy Church drop in and an ecumenical service to which all the churches of 
Ross were invited, and which the Lord Lieutenant of Herefordshire, Mr Edward Harley OBE, 
attended.  



 

Rather appropriately this ecumenical service happened on the Feast Day of Pentecost, and I 
cannot help but recall the line from the Acts of the Apostles (2.1), “When the day of Pentecost 
had come, they were all together in one place.”  

The hard work and disruption to our usual operations at St Mary’s was worthwhile as the 
Jubilee allowed us to showcase what the building can offer and also how warm and hospitable 
St Mary’s people can be. In person and on social media I saw people (many of whom don’t 
attend St Mary’s) say how pleased they were to see “our” church, the church of our town, 
being used as it was during these celebrations.  

My thanks and congratulations to all involved in making the Jubilee celebrations happen – in 
your street, or in the town, or at St Mary’s. I think we have benefited tremendously from 
working together, and trying new things, and simply putting our minds to celebration after the 
hard years of the pandemic. Her Majesty spoke of wanting the Jubilee Celebrations to be 
about making memories for people. I believe St Mary’s and the whole town of Ross can be 
very proud of the memories they have made.  

Every blessing to you, Sean 

 

News from the parishes 

St Mary’s have raised an amazing amount for Ukraine. So far: Organ Recital £964.36, Coffee 
Morning in March £229.00, Plant Sale organised by Meryl Bedford £800.20, dona-
tion £300.00, Baby Lifeline (Leaf)£103.51. There is still more to add, update to follow soon. 

Join us for the Great God-Family Picnic 26 June @ 3pm in St. Mary's Churchyard. It's a 
chance to thank God for special people in our lives, get together with godparents and  
godchildren, and remember the faith we share. Bring a picnic and something to sit on! 

Interested in local history or wondered about the significance of our churchyard in the civic 
history of the town? Tales from the Tombs - an evening of stories in and around  St Mary’s 
churchyard with local historian Heather Hurley. Wednesday 15th June 7.00 for 7.30 pm. Tick-
ets £7 to include a glass of wine available online www.rossparishes.uk/tomb-tales or from 
Julian Hallett after the Sunday 9.30 service this week. 

Flower Festival 26th - 29th August. If you would like to sponsor a flower arrangement in 
memory of a loved one or donate towards the Flower Festival please contact Sue Jones on 
07442 163 291.  
 

Freda will be having a plant stall at the Flower Festival in August, any offers of plants near-
er the time would be very much appreciated. Freda - 01989 562366 

St Mary’s Auction – Saturday 25th June at 7pm.  We have a huge variety of wonderful lots, 
the wine will flow and the evening will be thoroughly entertaining. Tickets are £5 to include 
drinks and nibbles and will be available after the 9.30 service and in the office.   

Christian Aid - have raised £435.00 in donations.  

There will be a commemorative/memorial service at St Mary’s on June 18th from 11.00am 
for Peter Thacker. Please kindly inform Peter’s son, Philip, if you plan to attend. Philip can 
be contacted by email and phone. Email philipthacker@mac.com and telephone 
07462672777.   Thank you. 

http://www.rossparishes.uk/tomb-tales
mailto:philipthacker@mac.com


Rector & Rural Dean: Rev’d Sean Semple | 01989 562175 | sean@rossparishes.uk    
Curate: Rev’d Tiffany Jackson | tiffany@rossparishes.uk | 07881420823 (not Sat)  
Assistant Clergy:  Rev’d Colin Leggate | colin@rossparishes.uk  I 01989 564536 
Rev’d Prebendary Caroline Pascoe | caroline@rossparishes.uk  
Reader: Canon Freda Davies | freda@rossparishes.uk  
Lay Reader: Dr Derek Glover I 01989 565167  
Administrator: Louise Jarvis | 01989 562175 | administrator@rossparishes.uk  

This week in the Ross Parishes  

Everyday:  9am Morning Prayer - rossparishes.uk/morning-prayer     

Tuesday:  9am - 11am Tea and Toast and Community Larder at St Mary’s Hall 
  4.30pm Home Group at St Mary’s 

Wednesday:   8.45am - 10.15am Toddle and Toast at St Mary’s 
  11.15am Ponder and Prayer via zoom 
  3.30pm LEAF at St Mary’s Hall  

Thursday:  10am Eucharist  at St Mary’s (CW and also livestreamed) 
     1pm Thursday Prayer Group - Zoom  
  3.30pm Youth Choir at St Mary’s 

Saturday:  11am Memorial Service for Peter Thacker at St Mary’s 
 
Sunday 19th June 
8am    Live-streamed BCP Service at St Mary’s 
9.30am  Live-streamed Eucharist at St Mary’s 
9.30am  Parish Eucharist at Walford 
11.15am  Service at Brampton Abbotts 
11.30am  Baptism at St Mary’s 
 
 

 

Dates for your diary    

14 June, 7pm, Flicks in the Sticks showing Jojo Rabbit 12A. At St Mary’s Hall 

18 June, 11am, Memorial Service for Peter Thacker at St Mary’s 

25 June, 7pm Promise Auction, St Mary’s 

26 June, 3pm Great God-Family Picnic in St. Mary's Churchyard 

2 July,10am Coffee@St Mary’s 

27 - 29 August, 10am - 4pm Flower Festival at St Mary’s 

3 - 12 September, H-Art at St Mary’s 

 

https://rossparishes.uk/morning-prayer

