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The Great Fifty Days of Eastertide form a single festival period in which the tone 
of joy created at the Easter Vigil is sustained through the following seven weeks, 
and the Church celebrates the gloriously risen Christ. 
 
Our Easter Candle, lit for the first time on Easter Morning, stands prominently in 
church for all our Eastertide services. Alleluias appear frequently and white and 
gold vestments and decorations emphasize the joy and brightness of the season 
as we continue to celebrate the joy of the Risen Christ. 
 
Everyone is welcome to worship at St Mary’s. If you are new here, or a visitor, 
and would like to know more; please stay for coffee after the service so that we 
can get to know you better. 
 
The weekly newsletter gives more detail on the specifics of this service and about 
what is going on in our churches. 
 

• The musical setting for our Eucharist changes from week to week and 

you’ll find the details on the weekly newsletter. A copy of the music is 

available from one of the welcomers by the door. Please ask if that would 

be helpful. 

• At various points in the service people are invited to stand. However, if 

you prefer to remain seated, please don’t feel embarrassed to do so. 

• This service is being live streamed to YouTube and recorded. Unless you 

are told otherwise, only the area at the front from where the service is led 

is usually in shot. However if you wish to be assured that you will remain 

off camera please sit further back in the nave. 

• Gluten-free wafers are available, please let one of the welcomers know at 

the door if you would like to receive one. 

 

Common Worship: Services and Prayers for the Church of England, material from which is included in this 

service, is copyright © The Archbishops’ Council 2020. CCLI: 887521 

rossparishes.uk  |  facebook.com/stmarysross  | administrator@rossparishes.uk 
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The Gathering  

Welcome & Notices  

Before the service begins the president offers words of welcome and 
gives any notices. More about what’s going on in and around St Mary’s 
will be found on our website, rossparishes.uk and Facebook page St 
Mary’s Church Ross-on-Wye.  After that we stand to sing: 

Introit Hymn 

Details of the hymn will be found in the weekly newsletter. Please note 
that we omit starred verses in hymns unless otherwise announced. 
During the hymn the clergy and choir enter. 

The Lord be with you 

All And also with you. 

 

Alleluia. Christ is risen. 

All He is risen indeed. Alleluia 

Prayer of Penitence 

Christ died to sin once for all, and now he lives to God. 

Let us renew our resolve to have done with all that is evil 

and confess our sins in penitence and faith. 

cf Romans 6.10 

Jesus Christ, risen Master and triumphant Lord, 

we come to you in sorrow for our sins, 

and confess to you our weakness and unbelief. 

 

We have lived by our own strength, 

and not by the power of your resurrection. 

In your mercy, forgive us. 

All Lord, hear us and help us. 
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We have lived by the light of our own eyes, 

as faithless and not believing. 

In your mercy, forgive us. 

All Lord, hear us and help us. 

 

We have lived for this world alone, 

and doubted our home in heaven. 

In your mercy, forgive us. 

All Lord, hear us and help us. 

 

Absolution 

May the God of love and power 

forgive you and free you from your sins, 

heal and strengthen you by his Spirit, 

and raise you to new life in Christ our Lord. 

All Amen. 

The Gloria 

We stand to sing the Gloria which begins with the words of the angels 
at the Nativity, the other words were added quite early in the history of 
the Christian Church, turning it into a hymn praising God, Father Son 
and Holy Spirit.  

Different versions of the words may be sung, or by the choir alone. 

All Glory to God in the highest, 

and peace to his people on earth. 

 

Lord God, heavenly King, 

almighty God and Father, 

we worship you, we give you thanks, 

we praise you for your glory. 
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Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 

Lord God, Lamb of God, 

you take away the sin of the world: 

have mercy on us; 

you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 

receive our prayer. 

 

For you alone are the Holy One, 

you alone are the Lord, 

you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 

with the Holy Spirit, 

in the glory of God the Father.  

Amen. 

The Collect 

This is the special prayer for the day and can be found on the 
newsletter. We all respond: Amen 

The Liturgy of the Word  

First Reading 

Please sit for the first reading which is taken from the Old or New 
Testament. The reading ends with the response: 

This is the word of the Lord  

All Thanks be to God 

Gradual Hymn 

We stand to sing the hymn that introduces the Gospel. Details are on 
the newsletter. During this hymn the Gospel procession moves to the 
top of the nave symbolising the coming of God into our world.   
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The Gospel 

We remain standing to hear the Gospel – a reading from the life of 
Christ - which more than anything inspires our living.  

Alleluia, alleluia. 

Jesus said, ‘I am the resurrection and the life. 

Those who believe in me, even though they die, will live, 

and everyone who lives and believes in me will never die.’ 

John 11.25,26 

All Alleluia. 

 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to N 

All Glory to you, O Lord. 

At the end of the reading 

This is the Gospel of the Lord 

All Praise to you, O Christ 

After the response the Gospel procession returns, as the organ plays, 
and we sit for: 

The Sermon      

The Creed 

We stand to join in with the words of the historic Nicene Creed,  
a summary of our Christian faith. 

All We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, 

seen and unseen. 
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We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father; 

through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 

and was made man. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the Scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come.  

Amen. 
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Prayers of Intercession 

We sit or kneel for the prayers. At the end of each section there is a 
response that reflects our parish vision: 

Lord we pray, 

All fill us with faith, hope and love. 

And at the end: 

Merciful Father, 

All Accept these prayers 

For the sake of your Son, 

Our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen 

The Liturgy of the Sacrament  

The Peace  

The president introduces the Peace: 

The risen Christ came and stood among his disciples and said, 

‘Peace be with you.’ 

Then were they glad when they saw the Lord. Alleluia. Alleluia. 

 

The peace of the risen Christ be always with you 

All and also with you. Alleluia 

We exchange a sign of peace. If you are joining us online, you might like 
to use the chat to do this. 

The Offertory Hymn 

We stand to join in with the Offertory Hymn, 
details of which will be found on the newsletter. 
During this hymn a collection is taken. We 
welcome your offering. If you prefer to give 
digitally please scan the QR code, visit 



9 

 
 

rossparishes.uk/giving or use the contactless card reader by the north 
door. If you are a regular member of our community, we encourage you 
to consider the Parish Giving Scheme. Full details at 
rossparishes.uk/giving  

Preparation of the table 

Creator of all, 

you wash away our sins, 

you give us new birth by the Spirit, 

and redeem us in the blood of Christ. 

As we celebrate the resurrection, 

renew your gift of life within us. 

We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ the risen Lord. 

Amen. 

The Eucharistic Prayer 

This long prayer, containing many elements, is the very heart of our 
Eucharist. In it we all pray that the Real Presence of Christ may be 
present in form of bread and wine, and that by partaking in this 
remembrance of Christ we may be spiritually united with God.  

We stand for Eucharist Prayer E with an extended preface for Easter. 

The Lord is here. 

All His Spirit is with us. 

Lift up your hearts. 

All We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

All It is right to give thanks and praise. 

 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

always and everywhere to give you thanks, 

almighty and eternal Father, 

and in these days of Easter 
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to celebrate with joyful hearts 

the memory of your wonderful works. 

For by the mystery of his passion 

Jesus Christ, your risen Son, 

has conquered the powers of death and hell 

and restored in men and women the image of your glory. 

He has placed them once more in paradise 

and opened to them the gate of life eternal. 

And so, in the joy of this Passover, 

earth and heaven resound with gladness, 

while angels and archangels and the powers of all creation 

sing for ever the hymn of your glory. 

Other words for the Sanctus and Benedictus that follow, may be used 
and sung by the choir alone 

All Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

 

We praise and bless you, loving Father, 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord; 

and as we obey his command, 

send your Holy Spirit, 

that broken bread and wine outpoured 

may be for us the body and blood of your dear Son. 

On the night before he died he had supper with his friends 

and, taking bread, he praised you. 
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He broke the bread, gave it to them and said: 

Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 

do this in remembrance of me. 

When supper was ended he took the cup of wine. 

Again he praised you, gave it to them and said: 

Drink this, all of you; 

this is my blood of the new covenant, 

which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 

Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me. 

So, Father, we remember all that Jesus did, 

in him we plead with confidence his sacrifice 

made once for all upon the cross. 

Bringing before you the bread of life and cup of salvation, 

we proclaim his death and resurrection 

until he comes in glory. 

 

Jesus Christ is Lord 

All Lord, by your cross and resurrection 

you have set us free. 

You are the Saviour of the world. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

We sit to say the words that Jesus taught us to pray. 

Believing the promises of God, 

as our Saviour taught us, so we pray 
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All Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation 

but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours 

now and for ever.  

Amen. 

Breaking of the Bread 

The president breaks the consecrated bread. 

We break this bread to share in the body of Christ 

All Though we are many, we are one body, 

because we all share in one bread. 

Spiritual Communion 

This prayer offers those who are taking part in our service online the 
opportunity to make a spiritual communion so that in communion we 
are united, as one Christian family with our Lord. 

All Come into my heart, Lord Jesus. 

May all that is you flow into me. 

May your body and blood be my food and drink. 

May your passion and death be my strength and life. 

Jesus, with you by my side enough has been given. 

May the shelter I seek be the shadow of your cross. 

Let me not run from the love which you offer 
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but hold me safe from the forces of evil.  

On each of my dyings shed your light and your love. 

Keep calling to me until that day comes 

when with your saints, I may praise you for ever. Amen.  

Agnus Dei 

Other words may be used and sung by the choir alone 

All Lamb of God, 

you take away the sin of the world, 

have mercy on us. 

 

Lamb of God, 

you take away the sin of the world, 

have mercy on us. 

 

Lamb of God, 

you take away the sin of the world, 

grant us peace. 

 

Giving of Communion 

The president gives words of invitation to communion 

Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 

All Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 

Everyone is invited to take communion at St Mary’s. If you’d like to 
know more about being confirmed please talk to one of the welcomers 
or a member of the ministry team after the service. 

During the communion, music appropriate to the theme of the service is 
sung by the choir or played by the organist. Please see the newsletter 
for details. 
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Prayer after Communion 

All Father of all, 

we give you thanks and praise, 

that when we were still far off 

you met us in your Son and brought us home. 

Dying and living, he declared your love, 

gave us grace, and opened the gate of glory. 

May we who share Christ’s body live his risen life; 

we who drink his cup bring life to others; 

we whom the Spirit lights give light to the world. 

Keep us firm in the hope you have set before us, 

so we and all your children shall be free, 

and the whole earth live to praise your name; 

through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

The Post Communion Hymn 

We stand to join in with the Hymn, details of which will be found on the 
newsletter. 

The Dismissal 

The Blessing 

The God of peace, 
who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, 
that great shepherd of the sheep, 
through the blood of the eternal covenant, 
make you perfect in every good work to do his will, 
working in you that which is well-pleasing in his sight; 
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And the blessing of God almighty, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always. 
All Amen. 
 

The Dismissal 

The deacon says 

With the risen life of Christ within you, 
go in the peace of Christ. Alleluia, alleluia. 
 
All Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia. 

 

Thank you for being with us today. May faith, hope and love, and the 
joy of the risen Christ inspire and guide your life in the week ahead. 

Please join us for coffee which usually follows this service on the south 
side of the church. If you are visiting us or are new here, please take the 
opportunity to talk with the ministry team, a welcomer, or any regular 
members of our congregation.  
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