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growing inclusive, intergenerational churches that inspire faith, hope and love 

 

Today’s Services  

8am   Live-streamed BCP Service at St Mary’s 
9.30am   Live-streamed Eucharist Service at  
  St Mary’s  
9.30am  Morning Prayer at Walford 
 

This Sunday’s music for St Mary’s 

9.30am Sung Eucharist    

Setting: Darke in F 
Introit: 223 All hail the power of Jesu’s name 
Grad: God is gone up - Finzi  
Offertory: 224 Ascended Christ, who gained 
Comm: 691 I the Lord of sea and sky 
Post Com: 453 Lord enthroned in heavenly splendour 
 

Prayer for today 

Risen, ascended Lord, as we rejoice at your triumph,  

fill your Church on earth with power and compassion,  

that all who are estranged by sin may find forgiveness and know your peace,  

to the glory of God the Father. 
 

Today’s Readings 

First Reading: Acts 16.16-34 
One day, as we were going to the place of prayer, we met a slave-girl who had a spirit of 
divination and brought her owners a great deal of money by fortune-telling. While she 
followed Paul and us, she would cry out, ‘These men are slaves of the Most High God, who 
proclaim to you a way of salvation.’  She kept doing this for many days. But Paul, very much 
annoyed, turned and said to the spirit, ‘I order you in the name of Jesus Christ to come out of 
her.’ And it came out that very hour. 
But when her owners saw that their hope of making money was gone, they seized Paul and 
Silas and dragged them into the market-place before the authorities. When they had brought  
 

 

Due to high COVID infection rates in Ross 
you are encouraged to wear masks,  

socially distance and sanitise your hands.  



them before the magistrates, they said, ‘These men are disturbing our city; they are Jews and are 
advocating customs that are not lawful for us as Romans to adopt or observe.’ The crowd joined in 
attacking them, and the magistrates had them stripped of their clothing and ordered them to be 
beaten with rods. After they had given them a severe flogging, they threw them into prison and 
ordered the jailer to keep them securely. Following these instructions, he put them in the innermost 
cell and fastened their feet in the stocks. 
About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and the prisoners were 
listening to them. Suddenly there was an earthquake, so violent that the foundations of the prison 
were shaken; and immediately all the doors were opened and everyone’s chains were 
unfastened. When the jailer woke up and saw the prison doors wide open, he drew his sword and was 
about to kill himself, since he supposed that the prisoners had escaped. But Paul shouted in a loud 
voice, ‘Do not harm yourself, for we are all here.’ The jailer called for lights, and rushing in, he fell 
down trembling before Paul and Silas. Then he brought them outside and said, ‘Sirs, what must I do to 
be saved?’ They answered, ‘Believe on the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved, you and your 
household.’ They spoke the word of the Lord to him and to all who were in his house. At the same 
hour of the night he took them and washed their wounds; then he and his entire family were baptized 
without delay. He brought them up into the house and set food before them; and he and his entire 
household rejoiced that he had become a believer in God. 
 

Gospel Reading: John 17.20-end 
‘I ask not only on behalf of these, but also on behalf of those who will believe in me through their 
word, that they may all be one. As you, Father, are in me and I am in you, may they also be in us, so 
that the world may believe that you have sent me. The glory that you have given me I have given 
them, so that they may be one, as we are one, I in them and you in me, that they may become 
completely one, so that the world may know that you have sent me and have loved them even as you 
have loved me. Father, I desire that those also, whom you have given me, may be with me where I am, 
to see my glory, which you have given me because you loved me before the foundation of the world. 
‘Righteous Father, the world does not know you, but I know you; and these know that you have sent 
me. I made your name known to them, and I will make it known, so that the love with which you have 
loved me may be in them, and I in them.’ 
 

In our prayers this week, we pray for: 

Those who are ill … Kathy and Len Paul, Pam Harding and Rosamund Skelton and all who are 

living with long term illnesses or challenges. Those infected and affected by Coronavirus. 

Those who have died …Les Darker and Marilyn Darker 

Those in our parishes … To befriend, partner and develop an inspirational culture that inspires 

faith, hope and love in our communities. For all who are isolated and lonely, for the ill and bereaved, 
and for perseverance and resilience for all.  

For staff and patients in Ross Community Hospital. For all our schools, for head teachers, teachers and 
students. For all businesses in Ross, Walford and Brampton Abbotts, for the prosperity of business in 
2022, and for all who face anxious times. If you have a prayer request, email us. We would love to pray 
for you! 

Letter from Freda 

For some years now, this period between Ascension Day and Pentecost has been set aside as a 
worldwide time of prayer instigated by the ‘Thy Kingdom Come’ team. This is a global prayer 
movement which started in 2016 as an invitation from the Archbishops of Canterbury and York to the 



 

Church of England but has since grown into an international and ecumenical call to prayer.  

Designating this time in the liturgical year for prayer is not a new initiative though. We are merely 
following the example of the first believers who spent this time after Jesus’ ascension in prayer, as 
they awaited the arrival of the Holy Spirit. Only then would they be empowered by God to continue 
the work Jesus began during his time on earth. 

We are invited during this time to pray for five people among our friends and family, that they 
might grow in faith. Again this year there are several resources available to help us with our 
prayers. These include booklets which have been offered to our children through the schools and 
our various children’s groups here in church. There is also a Daily Prayer Journal and a Novena 
reflecting on 1 Peter both written for us by the Archbishop of Canterbury. Some of you will have 
these already. If not, there are copies available in St Mary’s. 

This year it would be easy to overlook the time of prayer, given that there is so much else going on 
in celebration of the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee. Of course, it is right that we should also give thanks 
for the Queen’s long reign, and her devotion to the country and the Commonwealth. But she also 
provides us with a great example of the power of prayer: she has often spoken of the importance of 
her faith in shouldering her great responsibilities.  

Please try to join us during this time of focused prayer, each in your own way. Remember that 

every one of us can show by example how much God loves us as we reflect that love in our own 

lives. 

News from the parishes 

Join us for the Great God-Family Picnic 26 June @ 3pm in St. Mary's Churchyard. It's a chance to 
thank God for special people in our lives, get together with godparents and godchildren, and  
remember the faith we share. Bring a picnic and something to sit on! 

Calling all current year 6 students!  Are you ready for secondary school? Join us on Wednesdays 
in St. Mary's hall for youth group. Come play games, eat, and hang out with other secondary  
students. From 3:45-5pm every Wednesday this June. For more information, contact Tiffany.  

Christian Aid - Thank you to all who have filled in the red envelopes and returned them. If there 
are any not yet returned  please give them to me or else put them into the black safe. The treas-
urer can then put all the donations together and send them off to Christian Aid. Jean Harrison 
 

St Mary’s Auction – Saturday 25th June at 7pm.  We have a huge variety of wonderful lots, the 
wine will flow and the evening will be thoroughly entertaining. Tickets are £5 to include drinks 
and nibbles and will be available after the 9.30 service and in the office.  Please consider taking 
some to sell to your family and friends, the more people we have bidding, the more money we 
will make and the more fun we will have.  Bring the money and return unsold  
tickets to Lou in the office, ideally as soon as possible. More details on the website.  

Afternoon tea at Bryan and Sue Jones home in aid of Cancer Research on 12th June 3.30-
5.30pm. Tickets £12. Draw in aid of the Flower Festival. 01989 565156 for tickets. 
 

The draw for 100 Club for May has taken place an d the winners are:  1st Prize Pauline  
Waters    2nd Prize  Phil Cutter    3rd Prize  Peter Drayton 

Walford Open Gardens - Saturday 11th June 10am - 4pm.  £7 per adult, proceeds to Walford 
Church. 

St Mary’s Churchyard volunteers - meet on Saturday 4th June. Everyone is welcome. From 9am 



Transforming Lives for Good - TLG is a Christian charity that helps churches to bring hope and a 
future for struggling children. From school exclusion, to poverty and holiday hunger, there are 
children across the UK facing some of the toughest starts in life. TLG believes change is possible 
and resolve to look for opportunities to assist in transforming lives for good. If you would like to 
know more about this initiative please have a word with Paul Mason. 

There will be a commemorative/memorial service at St Mary’s on June 18th from 11.00am for 
Peter Thacker. Please kindly inform Peter’s son, Philip, if you plan to attend. Philip can be 
contacted by email and phone. Email philipthacker@mac.com and telephone 
07462672777.   Thank you. 

Rector & Rural Dean: Rev’d Sean Semple | 01989 562175 | sean@rossparishes.uk    
Curate: Rev’d Tiffany Jackson | tiffany@rossparishes.uk | 07881420823 (not Sat)  
Assistant Clergy:  Rev’d Colin Leggate | colin@rossparishes.uk  I 01989 564536 
Rev’d Prebendary Caroline Pascoe | caroline@rossparishes.uk  
Reader: Canon Freda Davies | freda@rossparishes.uk  
Lay Reader: Dr Derek Glover I 01989 565167  
Administrator: Louise Jarvis | 01989 562175 | administrator@rossparishes.uk  

This week in the Ross Parishes  

Everyday:  9am Morning Prayer - rossparishes.uk/morning-prayer     

Monday:  7pm Alpha at St Mary’s 

Tuesday:  9am - 11am Tea and Toast and Community Larder at St Mary’s Hall 
  4.30pm Home Group at St Mary’s 

Wednesday:   Later time 10am - 11.15am Toddle and Toast at St Mary’s 
  11.15am Ponder and Prayer via zoom  

Thursday:  10am Eucharist  at St Mary’s (BCP and also livestreamed) 
     1pm Thursday Prayer Group - Zoom  
Sunday 5th June 
8am    Live-streamed Pentecost BCP Service at St Mary’s 
9.30am  Pentecost Parish Eucharist at Walford 
11am  Jubilee Ecumenical Service at St Mary’s 
There is no 9.30am service at St Mary’s 

Join us for our Jubilee Celebrations    

1 June  7.30pm Screening of 1952 film, A Queen is Crowned’  

 St Mary’s Hall 

2 June 10am Trooping the Colour - live screening at St Mary’s Church 

 2pm Afternoon Tea party at St Mary’s;  

 7pm, Raise the Roof Celebratory Music Concert at St Mary’s 

3 June  10am Service of Thanksgiving from St Pauls Cathedral, live screening at St Mary’s 

4 June  10am Coffee Morning at St Mary’s;   

 1pm, Ross Town Picnic, St Mary’s Churchyard 

5 June 11am Songs of Praise Church Service at St Mary’s 

 

mailto:philipthacker@mac.com
https://rossparishes.uk/morning-prayer

