
Sunday 15th May 
Fifth Sunday of Easter 
 

We offer a warm welcome to  
everyone at our services today 

Newsletter The Ross Parishes 
rossparishes.uk 

Ross-on-Wye 

Walford 

Brampton Abbotts  

growing inclusive, intergenerational churches that inspire faith, hope and love 

 

Today’s Services  

8am   Live-streamed BCP Service at St Mary’s 
9.30am   Live-streamed Eucharist Service at  
  St Mary’s  
9.30am   Parish Eucharist at Walford 
11.15am Service at Brampton Abbotts 

 

This Sunday’s music for St Mary’s 

9.30am Sung Eucharist    

Setting: Mass of St Thomas - Thorne 

Introit: 194 Alleluia, hearts to heaven 

Gradual: 212 Now the green blade rises 

Offertory: 621 Dear Lord and Father 

Comm: I give you a new commandment - Nardone 

Post Com: 748 O Jesus I have promised 

 

Prayer for today 

Risen Christ, 

your wounds declare your love for the world  

and the wonder of your risen life: 

give us compassion and courage 

to risk ourselves for those we serve,  

to the glory of God the Father. 

 

 
 

Due to high COVID infection rates in Ross 
you are encouraged to wear masks,  

socially distance and sanitise your hands.  



 
 

Today’s Readings 

First Reading: Acts 11.1-18 
Now the apostles and the believers who were in Judea heard that the Gentiles had also accepted 
the word of God. So when Peter went up to Jerusalem, the circumcised believers criticized 
him, saying, ‘Why did you go to uncircumcised men and eat with them?’ Then Peter began to 
explain it to them, step by step, saying, ‘I was in the city of Joppa praying, and in a trance I saw a 
vision. There was something like a large sheet coming down from heaven, being lowered by its 
four corners; and it came close to me. As I looked at it closely I saw four-footed animals, beasts of 
prey, reptiles, and birds of the air. I also heard a voice saying to me, “Get up, Peter; kill and 
eat.” But I replied, “By no means, Lord; for nothing profane or unclean has ever entered my 
mouth.” But a second time the voice answered from heaven, “What God has made clean, you 
must not call profane.” This happened three times; then everything was pulled up again to 
heaven. At that very moment three men, sent to me from Caesarea, arrived at the house where 
we were. The Spirit told me to go with them and not to make a distinction between them and 
us. These six brothers also accompanied me, and we entered the man’s house. He told us how he 
had seen the angel standing in his house and saying, “Send to Joppa and bring Simon, who is 
called Peter; he will give you a message by which you and your entire household will be 
saved.” And as I began to speak, the Holy Spirit fell upon them just as it had upon us at the 
beginning. And I remembered the word of the Lord, how he had said, “John baptized with water, 
but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.” If then God gave them the same gift that he gave us 
when we believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, who was I that I could hinder God?’ When they heard 
this, they were silenced. And they praised God, saying, ‘Then God has given even to the Gentiles 
the repentance that leads to life.’ 
 

Gospel Reading: John 13.31-35 

When he had gone out, Jesus said, ‘Now the Son of Man has been glorified, and God has been 

glorified in him. If God has been glorified in him, God will also glorify him in himself and will 

glorify him at once. Little children, I am with you only a little longer. You will look for me; and as I 

said to the Jews so now I say to you, “Where I am going, you cannot come.” I give you a new 

commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have loved you, you also should love one 

another. By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.  

In our prayers this week, we pray for: 

Those who are ill … Kathy and Len Paul, Pam Harding and Rosamund Skelton and all who are 

living with long term illnesses or challenges. Those infected and affected by Coronavirus. 

Those who have died … Russ Mellor, Marilyn Darker, Enid Davies and Roger Wynne 

Those in our parishes … To befriend, partner and develop an inspirational culture that 

inspires faith, hope and love in our communities. For all who are isolated and lonely, for the ill 
and bereaved, and for perseverance and resilience for all.  

For staff and patients in  Ross Community Hospital. For all our schools, for head teachers, 
teachers and students. For all businesses in Ross, Walford and Brampton Abbotts, for the 
prosperity of business in 2022, and for all who face anxious times. 
If you have a prayer request, email us. We would love to pray for you! 



 

Letter from Derek 

I recall a discussion with a group of teenagers when I was asked – ‘how did you become a 
Christian?’ The reality is that it was partly my family support, but also, at a crucial time in my 
own teenage years, I had to choose between woodwork (disliked the teacher), metalwork 
(disliked getting dirty) or R.E. (a good clean subject with an easygoing teacher and a reputation 
for a good laugh).  

Far from a laughing matter, Cuthbert Parry made us think about The Gospels and Acts in a way 
that challenged our thinking and immature attitudes. Playground rough and tumble, dodgy 
humour and peer pressure were suddenly under scrutiny as examples of applying the Gospel 
message. Bullying in all its forms was rife amongst the 800 boys and provided a great starting 
point for considering John 13 (unless you did craft). 

Judas, the personification of all things evil, had left after the Last Supper, and Jesus tasks the 
remaining followers, that they should ‘Love one another’. What followed made the concept of 
following a task more personally demanding. 

As youngsters we found ‘loving’ our bullies as a demand too far and, personally, teenage 
doubt was shaking my faith. Time healed, but that dilemma is still with us day by day. Knife 
met with knife in some teenage gatherings, the misuse of new technologies to hound and 
harass others, and untimely deaths caused by terrorist groups, severely stretch our ability to 
show love in any meaningful way. Ukraine exacerbates this. 

Once again though, positive guidance shines through. This week a new memorial has been 
opened to the public to remember those who lost their lives in the Manchester bombing after 
the Ariana Grande concert in May, 2017. The inspiration for the planners was that ‘Love is 
stronger than death’ – a challenge to be faced in so many ways. 

News from the parishes 

Ever wonder why we need the Old Testament?  What's with the law and all it's rules? Does 
it apply to us today? Come find out. Join me for an 8 week course on the Old Testament at 
St. Michael's Walford starting Tuesday, June 7th @ 7:30. For more information,  
contact tiffany@rossparishes.uk. 

Belated well done to Toast and Toddle’s Coffee@St Mary’s in March who raised a great 
£250! 

A request from the KTS Crafts Warehouse (Trenchard Street), from a lady who goes into 
Ukraine and often near the front. They need socks and sanitary towels for the soldiers. The 
soldiers put sanitary towels in their boots to absorb moisture. Men, please bring in a pair of 
socks, a pair from their own sock drawer would be perfect. Can we ask all women to bring in 
a packet of sanitary towels each. If everyone can do this that would be a fantastic help. 

Walford Church is facing a time of change. To help us make informed decisions, we are 
asking everyone to kindly fill in the questionnaire by following this link https://
www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/J777JCT. Responses by the 13th May please!  We appreciate 
your ongoing support. Karen 

There will be a commemorative/memorial service at St Mary’s on June 18th from 11.00am 
for Peter Thacker.  
 

mailto:tiffany@rossparishes.uk
https://www.facebook.com/ktscraftwarehouse/
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/J777JCT
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/J777JCT


 

Rector & Rural Dean: Rev’d Sean Semple | 01989 562175 | sean@rossparishes.uk    
Curate: Rev’d Tiffany Jackson | tiffany@rossparishes.uk | 07881420823 (not Sat)  
Assistant Clergy:  Rev’d Colin Leggate | colin@rossparishes.uk  I 01989 564536 
Rev’d Prebendary Caroline Pascoe | caroline@rossparishes.uk  
Reader: Canon Freda Davies | freda@rossparishes.uk  
Lay Reader: Dr Derek Glover I 01989 565167  
Administrator: Louise Jarvis | 01989 562175 | administrator@rossparishes.uk  

Dates for your diary    

15-21 May, Christian Aid Week This year the focus will be on the plight of millions around 
the world who struggle to produce the food and water they need. Droughts have starved 
crops and many in Zimbabwe and other countries fear their children won't eat each day. 
There will be envelopes at the back of church with details for donations to help relieve this 
suffering. 
21 May, 7pm, Ross Choristers Concert for Ukraine 
28 May, 7pm Penyard Singers at St Mary’s 
4 June, Coffee @ St Mary’s 
11 June, Walford Open Gardens 
25 June, 7pm Promise Auction, St Mary’s 
 

This week in the Ross Parishes  

Everyday:  9am Morning Prayer - rossparishes.uk/morning-prayer     

Monday: 7pm Alpha at St Mary’s 

Tuesday:  9am - 11am Tea and Toast and Community Larder at St Mary’s Hall 
  4.30pm Home Group at St Mary’s 

Wednesday:   8.45-10.15am Toddle and Toast at St Mary’s 
  3.30pm Leaf at St Mary’s Hall 
   

Thursday:  10am Eucharist  at St Mary’s (CW and also livestreamed) 

     1pm Thursday Prayer Group - Zoom  
  3.30pm Youth Choir at St Mary’s 

   
Sunday 22nd May  
8am    Live-streamed BCP Service at St Mary’s 
9.30am    Live-streamed Eucharist Service at St Mary’s 
10.30 for 11am  Family Service at Walford 
6pm   Choral Evensong at St Mary’s 
 
 
 

https://rossparishes.uk/morning-prayer

