
Today’s Services  

8am   Live-streamed BCP Service at St Mary’s 
9.30am   Live-streamed Eucharist Service at St Mary’s  
9.30am  Parish Eucharist at Walford 

This Sunday’s music for St Mary’s 

9.30 Sung Eucharist 

Setting: Mass of St Thomas - Thorne   
Introit: 153 There is a green hill far away  
Gradual: 157 When I survey the wondrous cross  
Offertory: 763 Praise to the holiest  
Comm: Organ voluntary  
Post Com: 707 Lift high the cross  
 

Prayer for today 

Gracious Father, you gave up your Son  
out of love for the world: lead us to ponder the mysteries  
of his passion, that we may know eternal peace  
through the shedding of our Saviour’s blood, 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 

Today’s Readings 

First Reading: Philippians 3.4b-14 
If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh, I have more: circumcised on the eighth 
day, a member of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of Hebrews; 
as to the law, a Pharisee; as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to righteousness under the 
law, blameless. 
Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss because of Christ. More than 
that, I regard everything as loss because of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my 
Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things, and I regard them as rubbish, in order 
that I may gain Christ and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes  
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from the law, but one that comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God based on 
faith. I want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection and the sharing of his sufferings by 
becoming like him in his death, if somehow I may attain the resurrection from the dead. 
Not that I have already obtained this or have already reached the goal; but I press on to make it 
my own, because Christ Jesus has made me his own. Beloved, I do not consider that I have made 
it my own; but this one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what lies 
ahead, I press on towards the goal for the prize of the heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus. 
 
Gospel Reading: John 12.1-8 
Six days before the Passover Jesus came to Bethany, the home of Lazarus, whom he had raised 
from the dead. There they gave a dinner for him. Martha served, and Lazarus was one of those 
at the table with him. Mary took a pound of costly perfume made of pure nard, anointed Jesus’ 
feet, and wiped them with her hair. The house was filled with the fragrance of the perfume. But 
Judas Iscariot, one of his disciples (the one who was about to betray him), said, ‘Why was this 
perfume not sold for three hundred denarii and the money given to the poor?’ (He said this not 
because he cared about the poor, but because he was a thief; he kept the common purse and 
used to steal what was put into it.) Jesus said, ‘Leave her alone. She bought it so that she might 
keep it for the day of my burial. You always have the poor with you, but you do not always have 
me.’ 
 

In our prayers this week, we pray for: 

Those who are ill … 
Russ Mellor, Terry Davies, Pam Harding, Barbara Waters, Rosamund Skelton and all who are 
living with long term illnesses or challenges.  
Those infected and affected by Coronavirus. 

Those who have died … 
Richard Walters and Ray Sanderson (Mark’s father) 

Those in our parishes … 

To befriend, partner and develop an inspirational culture that inspires faith, hope and love in our 
communities. 

For all who are isolated and lonely, for the ill and bereaved, and for perseverance and resilience 
for all.  

For staff and patients in  Ross Community Hospital. 

For all our schools, for head teachers, teachers and students  

For all businesses in Ross, Walford and Brampton Abbotts, for the prosperity of business in 2022, 
and for all who face anxious times. 

If you have a prayer request, email us. 
We would love to pray for you! 

 

 



 

 
 

 

Letter from Bishop Richard 

Hello Everyone, 
I feel little choice but to write about the situation in Ukraine.  I’m hesitant because writing this 
piece several weeks in advance means that it is likely to be out of date. As I write, the news is 
emerging of an airstrike on a children's hospital in Mariopal.  Each day outdoes itself in reports of 
wickedness and villainy. I’m not sure this graphic demonstration of evil fits with modern psycho-
logical theories of human wrongdoing. What is happening in Ukraine is simply sinful and evil. It 
demonstrates what Christians and our Jewish forbears have said for centuries.  There is some-
thing deeply wrong with human beings.  We are created in the image of God and capable of great 
goodness, but sinful, rebellious against God and therefore capable of great evil at the same time. 
 

Putin is motivated by distorted views of history, misplaced pride and preparedness to get his own 
way through the projection of power.  I see this sort of motivation played out all the time, even in 
familiar contexts; even in Herefordshire and South Shropshire!  The difference is that our petty 
delusions don’t have access to one of the world’s largest armies to do so much damage. 
I pray that Putin won’t get his way through violence. It is certainly proving counter-productive in 
gaining political submission. Power like this never achieves its ends. In the temptation story, Jesus 
rejected the use of power, even to bring about good outcomes.  Real change both in the world 
and in our hearts only happens through love. Jesus seeks to build a kingdom not through coercion 
but by invitation. As we approach Easter his crucifixion reminds us he was prepared to pay the 
price in himself for justice to be done. What flows from this is the possibility of forgiveness, some-
thing we all need, not just Mr Putin.  
 

Yours in Christ 
 

+Richard 

 

News from the parishes 
 

In terms of our response to the needs in Ukraine, we encourage you to support Katie 
Fowler at KTS Warehouse in Edde Cross Street. The Association of Ukrainian Women is being 
supported by Ross Swimming Pool. Please let the office know if you have registered to  
accommodate refugees. Sean 
 
The March Draw of the 100 Club took place before the 9.30am Service and the winners 
were: 1st Prize Mary Philipps  2nd Prize Rhona Burston 3rd Prize  William Hazelton 
 

We shall be putting up the Easter Garden outside St. Michael’s Walford this week.  
Contributions of plants and foliage will be very welcome and also help in putting it up and 
decorating. Please contact Chris (chris@rossparishes.uk) ( Mobile: 07711961237) if you are 
able to help.  
 

Happy 59th Wedding Anniversary to Margaret and Ted Willis on 6th April  

Safari Supper - Why not join us for a fun evening, eating, meeting and sharing good  
company? Safari Supper on Saturday May 14th 2022.  Cost:  £15 per person. To book or for 
further information contact Paul Cummings – 07970 315630  
pbgcummings@gmail.com  Everyone Welcome - Booking Deadline - April 30th 2022 
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Dates for your diary     Easter Services 

5 April, Brampton Abbotts APCM 
9 April, 7pm Ross Choral Society, Messiah  
at St Mary’s 

25 April, Walford APCM 

30 April, Organ recital at St Mary’s 

4 May, 7.30pm Ross APCM 

14 May, Safari Supper 
21 May, 7pm, Ross Choristers Concert for  
Ukraine 
28 May, 7pm Penyard Singers at St Mary’s 
11 June, Walford Open Gardens 

This week in the Ross Parishes  

Everyday:  9am Morning Prayer - rossparishes.uk/morning-prayer     

Monday: 12 noon Prayers for St Mary’s 
  7pm Alpha at St Mary’s 

Tuesday:  9am - 11am Tea and Toast and Community Larder at St Mary’s Hall 
  2.30pm Brampton Abbotts APCM at St Mary’s 
  4.30pm Home Group at St Mary’s 

Wednesday:   8.45-10.15am Toddle and Toast at St Mary’s 
  11.15am Ponder and Prayer - zoom 
  3.30pm LEAF youth group at St Mary’s  

Thursday:  10am Eucharist - Ross (CW and also livestreamed) 
  9.30am Paddle and Praise - contact Wendy Alston  
     1pm Thursday Prayer Group - Zoom  
  3.30pm Messy Church at St Mary’s 
     3.30pm Youth Choir at St Mary’s 
  5-6pm Time of prayer for Ukraine at St Mary’s 
Palm Sunday  
8am   Live-streamed BCP Service at St Mary’s 
9.30am   Live-streamed Eucharist Service at St Mary’s  
9.30am  Family Worship at Walford 
6pm Choral Evensong at St Mary’s 

14th April, Maundy Thursday 
10am and 7.30pm Eucharist at St Mary’s 
Messy Drop in - time TBC 
 

Friday 15th, Good Friday 
Services at 10am and 2pm at St Mary’s 

Easter Sunday 
8am BCP Service at St Mary’s 
9.30am Eucharist at St Mary’s 
9.30am Parish Eucharist at Walford 
11.15am Churchyard Eucharist at  
Brampton Abbotts 

https://rossparishes.uk/morning-prayer

