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everyone at our services today 
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growing inclusive, intergenerational churches that inspire faith, hope and love 

 

Today’s Services  

8am   Live-streamed BCP Service at St Mary’s 
9.30am   Live-streamed Eucharist Service at St Mary’s  
10.30am for 11am Parish Eucharist at Walford 
 

This Sunday’s music for St Mary’s 

9.30 Sung Eucharist 
Setting: A People’s Mass - Greening 
Introit: 223 All hail the power 
Gradual: 176 happy are they 
Offertory: 211 Now is the eternal life 
Post Com: 209 Love’s redeeming work 

Prayer for today 

Risen Christ, for whom no door is locked, no entrance barred:  

open the doors of our hearts, that we may seek the good of others  

and walk the joyful road of sacrifice and peace, to the praise of God the Father.  
 

Today’s Readings 

First Reading: Revelations 1.4-8 
John to the seven churches that are in Asia: 
Grace to you and peace from him who is and who was and who is to come, and from the 
seven spirits who are before his throne, and from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the 
firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth. 
To him who loves us and freed us from our sins by his blood, and made us to be a 
kingdom, priests serving his God and Father, to him be glory and dominion for ever and 
ever. Amen. 
Look! He is coming with the clouds; every eye will see him, even those who pierced 
him; and on his account all the tribes of the earth will wail. So it is to be. Amen. 
‘I am the Alpha and the Omega’, says the Lord God, who is and who was and who is to 
come, the Almighty. 

Due to high COVID infection rates in Ross 
you are encouraged to wear masks,  

socially distance and sanitise your hands.  



Gospel Reading: John 20.19-end 
When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house where the 
disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, 
‘Peace be with you.’ After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples 
rejoiced when they saw the Lord. Jesus said to them again, ‘Peace be with you. As the Father has 
sent me, so I send you.’ When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, ‘Receive 
the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, 
they are retained.’ 
But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus 
came. So the other disciples told him, ‘We have seen the Lord.’ But he said to them, ‘Unless I see 
the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his 
side, I will not believe.’ 
A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. Although the 
doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, ‘Peace be with you.’ Then he said 
to Thomas, ‘Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do 
not doubt but believe.’ Thomas answered him, ‘My Lord and my God!’ Jesus said to him, ‘Have 
you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have 
come to believe.’ 
Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in this 
book. But these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of 
God, and that through believing you may have life in his name. 
 

In our prayers this week, we pray for: 

Those who are ill … Russ Mellor, Terry Davies, Pam Harding, Barbara Waters, Rosamund 

Skelton and all who are living with long term illnesses or challenges. Those infected and affected 
by Coronavirus. 

Those who have died … Colin Goodman and Beryl Goodland 

Those in our parishes … To befriend, partner and develop an inspirational culture that 

inspires faith, hope and love in our communities. For all who are isolated and lonely, for the ill 
and bereaved, and for perseverance and resilience for all.  

For staff and patients in  Ross Community Hospital. 

For all our schools, for head teachers, teachers and students  

For all businesses in Ross, Walford and Brampton Abbotts, for the prosperity of business in 2022, 
and for all who face anxious times. 

If you have a prayer request, email us. We would love to pray for you! 
 

Letter from The Very Revd Sarah Brown, Dean of Hereford 

Hello Everyone, 
There is a piece of engineering art in the Mercedes Benz Museum at Brooklands which shows a 
Formula One Car suspended in all its constituent parts. It is still obviously a car and each part, 
large or small clearly has a defined function and purpose although they are not connected in such 
a way as to enable it to move at all, still less win a race. 



 

It occurs to me that this is a metaphor for the Church; that we are in a time of uncertainty and 
waiting to find our way. The shock in 2020 of first emptying our buildings and then closing our 
doors for worship and prayer, thus removing all our physical certainties, was like a slow-
motion explosion into suspended animation and whilst a fair bit of former functionality is 
restored there is still a sense of struggling in no man’s land. All that we are and have been 
hanging breathlessly in the unanticipated gift of wait and see. 
 

I think we all know in our hearts, much as we want to rebel against the knowledge, that church 
will never be the same as it was and that in truth, Covid merely accelerated what was already 
happening. We are still Christ’s church, His body, but a bit like a string puppet, uncoordinated, 
unskilled, uncertain how to take the next step. Yet in faith, courage and the power of the Holy 
Spirit firing creativity, we might start to move towards re-imagining and re-engineering what 
will be. 
 

Even as we start to work out how to serve God’s people in what are distressing and terrible 
times for the world let us accept with perverse gratitude the chance to stop our perpetual 
motion; to pause and to seek God; to hang for a season moved only by His spirit and to watch 
and wait and discern His will. The Spiritual Certainties remain unchanged. How we arrange 
ourselves around them to serve the nation and our communities in Jesus’ name is the question 
for today. But this no reason to fear. 
 

God will build His Church and the gates of Hades, will not prevail against it. 

News from the parishes 
 

Orchestra of the Swan Concert, Sat 7th May – this excellent profession orchestra returns to 
Ross for this concert in St Mary’s. Full details of the varied programme and tickets at https://
createross.co.uk/events. Please help us to keep classical music live in St Mary’s - Mark 
 

Salisbury Cathedral – St Mary’s Choir is away singing services at Salisbury Cathedral this 
weekend. You can join in online at https://salisburycathedral.org.uk/livestreams (but only 
live, I think) at 10.30 and 4.30 pm. Mark 

 

The Annual Parochial Church Meetings for St Mary’s take place on Wednesday 4th May 
2022 at 7.00pm in church. If you would like to join the PCC or the Deanery Synod, please 
complete a nomination form before the Annual Meeting. Forms are on the round table at the 
back of the church and on the website, https://rossparishes.uk/our-churches/pcc/.   
Following the meeting there will be a glass of wine or juice and nibbles.  

Easter Flowers - thank you to everyone who donated towards the flowers in St Mary’s 

Support for Ukraine  If you would like to offer support to Ukrainian refugees there are  
several ways in which you can help. Herefordshire as a county is supporting the Association 
of Ukrainian Woman who have a collection point at Ross Swimming Pool. You can find an 
updated list of their needs on their Facebook page “Hereford Help for Ukraine”. KTS Craft 
Warehouse in Edde Cross Street is a collection point. Please find them on Facebook or 
www.ktscraftwarehouse.co.uk to find out what items are needed. The Disasters Emergency 
Fund is recommended for financial donations. Please email Sean on sean@rossparishes.uk if 
you are considering hosting Ukrainian refugees as there is a network of local hosts and  
refugees being set up. 

https://createross.co.uk/events
https://createross.co.uk/events
https://salisburycathedral.org.uk/livestreams
https://rossparishes.uk/our-churches/pcc/
http://www.ktscraftwarehouse.co.uk
mailto:sean@rossparishes.uk


 

Rector & Rural Dean: Rev’d Sean Semple | 01989 562175 | sean@rossparishes.uk    
Curate: Rev’d Tiffany Jackson | tiffany@rossparishes.uk | 07881420823 (not Sat)  
Associate Priest:  Rev’d Canon Chris Blanchard | 01989 762368 | chris@rossparishes.uk  (Sun-Weds) 
Assistant Clergy:  Rev’d Colin Leggate | colin@rossparishes.uk  I 01989 564536 
Rev’d Prebendary Caroline Pascoe | caroline@rossparishes.uk  
Reader: Canon Freda Davies | freda@rossparishes.uk  
Administrator: Louise Jarvis | 01989 562175 | administrator@rossparishes.uk  

Dates for your diary    

25 April, Walford APCM 

30 April, 7pm, Organ recital for Ukraine at St Mary’s.  
(Tickets available after the 9.30am service at St Mary’s or from the church office) 
4 May, 7.30pm Ross APCM 
7th May,  Orchestra of the Swan Concert at St Mary’s 
14th May, Plant sale in aid of Ukraine at 14 Eastfield Road, Ross. 9am onwards 

14 May, Safari Supper - £15 per person. To book or for further information contact Paul 
Cummings – 07970 315630. pbgcummings@gmail.com  
15-21 May, Christian Aid Week 
21 May, 7pm, Ross Choristers Concert for Ukraine 
28 May, 7pm Penyard Singers at St Mary’s 
11 June, Walford Open Gardens 
25 June, 7pm Promise Auction, St Mary’s 

This week in the Ross Parishes  

Everyday:  9am Morning Prayer - rossparishes.uk/morning-prayer     

Monday: 7pm Alpha at St Mary’s 

Tuesday:  9am - 11am Tea and Toast and Community Larder at St Mary’s Hall 
  2.30pm Just B at St Mary’s 
  4.30pm Home Group at St Mary’s 

Wednesday:   8.45-10.15am Toddle and Toast at St Mary’s 
  3.30pm Leaf at St Mary’s Hall 
   

Thursday:  10am Eucharist  at St Mary’s (CW and also livestreamed) 

     1pm Thursday Prayer Group - Zoom  
  3.30pm Youth Choir at St Mary’s 
  5-6pm Time of prayer for Ukraine at St Mary’s 

   

 
Sunday 1st May Third Sunday of Easter 
8am     Live-streamed BCP Service at St Mary’s 
9.30am     Live-streamed Eucharist Service at St Mary’s 
9.30am   Parish Eucharist at Walford 

mailto:pbgcummings@gmail.com
https://rossparishes.uk/morning-prayer

