
Sunday 17th April 
Easter Sunday 
 

We offer a warm welcome to  
everyone at our services today 

Newsletter The Ross Parishes 
rossparishes.uk 

Ross-on-Wye 

Walford 

Brampton Abbotts  

growing inclusive, intergenerational churches that inspire faith, hope and love 

Due to high COVID infection 
rates in Ross you are  

encouraged to  wear masks, 
socially distance and  
sanitise your hands.  

 

Today’s Services  

6am Sunrise Service in the Garden of Remembrance 
8am   Live-streamed BCP Service at St Mary’s 
9.30am   Live-streamed Eucharist Service at St Mary’s  
9.30am  Parish Eucharist at Walford 
11.15am  Churchyard Eucharist at Brampton Abbotts 

This Sunday’s music for St Mary’s 

9.30 Sung Eucharist 
Setting: Mass of St Benedict - Rizza 
Introit: 205 Jesus Christ is risen today 
Gradual: 203 Good Christians all, rejoice 
Offertory: 221 Ye choirs of New Jersusalem 
Comm: This joyful Eastertide - arr Wood 
Post Com: 218 Thine be the glory  

Prayer for today 

God of glory, by the raising of your Son you have broken the chains of death and hell:  

fill your Church with faith and hope; for a new day has dawned  

and the way to life stands open in our Saviour Jesus Christ.  
 

Today’s Readings 

First Reading: Acts 10.34-43 
Then Peter began to speak to them: ‘I truly understand that God shows no partiality, but in 
every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him. You know the 
message he sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord of 
all. That message spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John 
announced: how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how he 
went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with 
him. We are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to 
death by hanging him on a tree; but God raised him on the third day and allowed him to 
appear, not to all the people but to us who were chosen by God as witnesses, and who ate  



and drank with him after he rose from the dead. He commanded us to preach to the people and 
to testify that he is the one ordained by God as judge of the living and the dead. All the prophets 
testify about him that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his 
name.’ 
 
Gospel Reading: Luke 24.1-12 
But on the first day of the week, at early dawn, they came to the tomb, taking the spices that 
they had prepared. They found the stone rolled away from the tomb, but when they went in, 
they did not find the body. While they were perplexed about this, suddenly two men in dazzling 
clothes stood beside them. The women were terrified and bowed their faces to the ground, but 
the men said to them, ‘Why do you look for the living among the dead? He is not here, but has 
risen. Remember how he told you, while he was still in Galilee, that the Son of Man must be 
handed over to sinners, and be crucified, and on the third day rise again.’ Then they 
remembered his words, and returning from the tomb, they told all this to the eleven and to all 
the rest. Now it was Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the mother of James, and the other women 
with them who told this to the apostles. But these words seemed to them an idle tale, and they 
did not believe them. But Peter got up and ran to the tomb; stooping and looking in, he saw the 
linen cloths by themselves; then he went home, amazed at what had happened. 
 

In our prayers this week, we pray for: 

Those who are ill … 

Russ Mellor, Terry Davies, Pam Harding, Barbara Waters, Rosamund Skelton and all who are 
living with long term illnesses or challenges. Those infected and affected by Coronavirus. 

Those who have died … Baby Malakai Marshall and Richard Walters  

Those in our parishes … To befriend, partner and develop an inspirational culture that 

inspires faith, hope and love in our communities. 

For all who are isolated and lonely, for the ill and bereaved, and for perseverance and resilience 
for all.  

For staff and patients in  Ross Community Hospital. 

For all our schools, for head teachers, teachers and students  

For all businesses in Ross, Walford and Brampton Abbotts, for the prosperity of business in 2022, 
and for all who face anxious times. 

If you have a prayer request, email us. We would love to pray for you! 

Letter from Sean 

Dear friends in Christ  

“Consider the lilies…” These words taken from  Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount (Matthew 6.28ff) 
invite anxious people to look  attentively at the wildflowers surrounding them; to really think 
about them, because in their fragile and transitory beauty they were a sermon in themselves.  

To us, our Lord might have said, “Consider the daffodils…” which a month ago burst improbably 
from cold and hard ground, into green and gold splendour along our paths and roads.  



 

Now these golden clouds have drooped to brownish puddles to allow bluebells to begin their 

brief reign of delight. Consider the bluebells… 

These seasonal flowers are a vivid illustration of morality and resurrection. In the bleakness of 

winter it is hard to imagine that life can return, and in such a splendid way. It is equally difficult 

to believe that something so vibrant and beautiful has so short a day.  

But as we consider the flowers of the field we are also brought back to that sermon on a 

Galilean hill, and we are reminded that God has given us such beauty, and that he know our 

gnawing anxieties, and what we need, and that he cares.  

In these tired and listless post covid days, to which is added the stress of steep cost of living 

increases and the trauma of war, the celebrations of Easter can seem discordant, and too 

many words can exhaust. Consider the flowers around you. They are sermons that speak 

eloquently of resurrection to new life, of God’s attention to detail, of beauty that can soothe 

the soul. Let the risen Christ speak through them into your tiredness. And may the same Christ 

paint the wayside flower with hope and comfort to all who flee Ukraine.  

News from the parishes 
 

St Mary’s APCM - please can I have your reports by Friday 22nd April. Many thanks, Lou 
administrator@rossparishes.uk 

I am in the process of updating St Mary's Electoral Roll ahead of the AGM on 4th May.  
If you are not already on the roll and would like to be added please see the information on 
the church website  https://rossparishes.uk/our-churches/pcc/, pick up a form on the  
welcome desk at the back of church or email me hallettjulian@hotmail.com by 18 April. This 
is only required for new additions Thanks Julian Hallett  

Promise Auction This will now take place on Saturday 25th June. Put the date in your diary – 
it will be a fun evening and you might go home with something wonderful! 

Easter Flowers in St Mary’s - the church will be decorated for Easter. Please make any  
donations to Sue Jones  565156 or Freda Davies 562366. Thank you 
 

Support for Ukraine  If you would like to offer support to Ukrainian refugees there are  
several ways in which you can help. 
1. Herefordshire as a county is supporting the Association of Ukrainian Woman who have a 
collection point at Ross Swimming Pool. You can find an updated list of their needs on their 
Facebook page “Hereford Help for Ukraine”. 
2. KTS Craft Warehouse in Edde Cross Street is a collection point. Please find them on Face-
book or www.ktscraftwarehouse.co.uk to find out what items are needed.   
3.  The Disasters Emergency Fund is recommended for financial donations. 
4. Please email Sean on sean@rossparishes.uk if you are considering hosting Ukrainian  
refugees as there is a network of local hosts and refugees being set up. 

Plant Sale in aid of St Mary’s Ukraine appeal - Saturday 14th May from 9am onwards at  
14 Eastfield Road, Ross. Plant contributions welcome. 

https://rossparishes.uk/our-churches/pcc/
mailto:hallettjulian@hotmail.com
http://www.ktscraftwarehouse.co.uk
mailto:sean@rossparishes.uk


 

Rector & Rural Dean: Rev’d Sean Semple | 01989 562175 | sean@rossparishes.uk    
Curate: Rev’d Tiffany Jackson | tiffany@rossparishes.uk | 07881420823 (not Sat)  
Associate Priest:  Rev’d Canon Chris Blanchard | 01989 762368 | chris@rossparishes.uk  (Sun-Weds) 
Assistant Clergy:  Rev’d Colin Leggate | colin@rossparishes.uk  I 01989 564536 
Rev’d Prebendary Caroline Pascoe | caroline@rossparishes.uk  
Reader: Canon Freda Davies | freda@rossparishes.uk  
Administrator: Louise Jarvis | 01989 562175 | administrator@rossparishes.uk  

Dates for your diary    

25 April, Walford APCM 

30 April, 7pm, Organ recital for Ukraine at St Mary’s.  
(Tickets available after the 9.30am service at St Mary’s or from the church office) 

4 May, 7.30pm Ross APCM 

14 May, Safari Supper - £15 per person. To book or for further information contact Paul 
Cummings – 07970 315630. pbgcummings@gmail.com  
15-21 May, Christian Aid Week 
21 May, 7pm, Ross Choristers Concert for Ukraine 
28 May, 7pm Penyard Singers at St Mary’s 
11 June, Walford Open Gardens 
25 June, 7pm Promise Auction, St Mary’s 
 

 

This week in the Ross Parishes  

Everyday:  9am Morning Prayer - rossparishes.uk/morning-prayer     

Monday: 7pm Alpha at St Mary’s 

Tuesday:  9am - 11am Tea and Toast and Community Larder at St Mary’s Hall 
  12 noon Funeral of Richard Walters at St Mary’s 
  4.30pm Home Group at St Mary’s 

Wednesday:   10am-11.30am am Toddle and Toast at St Mary’s 
  11.15am Ponder and Pray - Zoom 
   

Thursday:  10am Eucharist  at St Mary’s (CW and also livestreamed) 

     1pm Thursday Prayer Group - Zoom  
  5-6pm Time of prayer for Ukraine at St Mary’s 

Friday:   12 noon Wedding at St Mary’s  

 
Sunday 24th April Second Sunday of Easter 
8am     Live-streamed BCP Service at St Mary’s 
9.30am     Live-streamed Eucharist Service at St Mary’s 
10.30am for 11am Family Service at Walford 

mailto:pbgcummings@gmail.com
https://rossparishes.uk/morning-prayer

