
Today’s Services  

8am   Live-streamed BCP Service at St Mary’s 
9.30am   Live-streamed All Age Eucharist Service at St Mary’s  
10.30am for 11am Family Service at Walford 
6pm  Choral Evensong at St Mary’s 

This week in the Ross Parishes  

Everyday:  9am Morning Prayer - rossparishes.uk/morning-prayer     

Monday: 7pm Alpha at St Mary’s 

Tuesday:  9am - 11am Tea and Toast and Community Larder at St Mary’s Hall 
  4.30pm Home Group at St Mary’s 
   

Wednesday:   8.45-10.15am Toddle and Toast at St Mary’s 
         3.30pm LEAF youth group at St Mary’s  
  12 noon Lent Lunches in St Mary’s Hall 

Thursday:  10am Eucharist - Ross (CW and also livestreamed) 
     1pm Thursday Prayer Group - Zoom  
     3.30pm Youth Choir at St Mary’s 
  5-6pm Time of prayer for Ukraine at St Mary’s 

Saturday:  10am-12 noon Coffee@St Mary’s hosted by Toddle & Toast 
 

Sunday: 
8am   Live-streamed BCP Service at St Mary’s 
9.30am   Live-streamed Eucharist Service at St Mary’s  
9.30am  Parish Eucharist at Walford  
 

Sunday 27th March 
Mothering Sunday 
 

We offer a warm welcome to  
everyone at our services today 
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Due to high COVID infection 
rates in Ross you are  

encouraged to  wear masks, 
socially distance and sanitise 

your hands.  

https://rossparishes.uk/morning-prayer


Letter from Chris 

What a time of change we appear to be entering upon now, as the year turns from a dark winter 
through the equinox to new light and life. Yet what paradox, as we throw off the shackles of 
pandemic and lockdowns only to find that Europe is being dragged into another war. It is the paradox 
that lies at the heart of the Christian journey during this period called Lent – the lengthening of the 
days as we approach Easter, but also the shadow side of life as we confront the demons of human 
anger and violence. Just when hope seems to burst into a new Springtime, it is then that we seem to 
be dragged backwards. This must have been the experience of the followers of Jesus, as this 
charismatic young man gave them hope of freedom and a new order, only to see him murdered by 
corrupt religious and political leaders. His message of unity through the practice of humility and love 
against the dualism created by the human ego is still waiting to be fully understood. It was this 
message that led him to confront the shadow-self that lies in all of us, and through his death point 
the way to new life and light and transformation. 

Ten days isolation because of Covid has probably given me a little time to reflect on this paradox 

which confronts our civilisation at this time. We can only look in horror at the unfolding events in 

Eastern Europe and give as generously as we can to relieve the plight of the fleeing refugees from the 

Ukraine. It is however in ourselves and our own communities that we can affect the change to non-

adversarial living together, particularly in support of those most affected by the coming challenges of 

rising costs in everyday living. This Sunday is Mothers’ Day (Mothering Sunday) when we celebrate 

that simple human love at the heart of our family life. Let us hope that this simple joy of light and 

love in family life may in some small way begin to overcome the anger and tyranny of this world. 

 

News from the parishes 
 

Coffee@StMarys  on Saturday April 2nd from 10am-12noon in St Mary’s will be hosted this month by 

the Toast & Toddle mums and helpers. They look forward to welcoming you for coffee, tea and 

delicious homemade cakes, so bring your friends too! There will be a raffle and Margaret's Traidcraft 

stall as usual.  

St Mary’s Choir cathedral visits – It’s always great to see familiar faces in the congregation when we 
sing in cathedrals and we are grateful to our supports club! The following visits are happening this 
year: Sun 3rd April (10 am) – Hereford, Fri 22nd – Sun 24th April – Salisbury, Fri 19th – Sun 21st August – 
Exeter. Mark 

Promise Auction at St Mary’s – A decision to postpone the auction on 2nd April has been made in 
order to ensure we have really good attendance. Thank you to everyone who has contributed goods 
and promises – we hope you will be happy for them to be carried forward to a date later in the year. 
If you have any queries, please contact rachel@rossparishes.uk . If you have bought a ticket through 
the office, you can have it refunded by going to the office. 

BBC Any Questions? – is coming live from St Mary’s Church on Friday 8th April. Your chance to put 
your questions to Chris Mason and the panel, or just to come and listen to the answers. Tickets are 
free but likely to go quite quickly. Please see https://rossparishes.uk/any-questions  

APCM’s - the dates for the APCM meetings are 5th April - Brampton Abbotts, 25th April Walford and 
4th May Ross. Please can you send in your reports to the church office -
administrator@rossparishes.uk. Thank you, Lou 

 

mailto:rachel@rossparishes.uk
https://rossparishes.uk/any-questions


 

Safari Supper - Saturday 14th May - The Fundraising Committee have started to arrange the Safari 
Supper to be held on Saturday 14th May 2022 and are looking for Volunteers willing to host a 
Starter, Main Course or Dessert. It is planned that the Desert Course will be hosted in the Church. If 
you would be prepared to host one of the courses please contact Paul Cummings (07970 315630) 
or Freda Davies or Rachel Lewis. Once we have identified hosts we will be advertising the event 
more widely and providing full details.  
 

 

Today’s Readings 

First Reading: Proverbs 31:10-31 Ode to a Capable Wife  
 

A capable wife who can find? She is far more precious than jewels. The heart of her husband trusts 
in her, and he will have no lack of gain. She does him good, and not harm, all the days of her life. 
She seeks wool and flax, and works with willing hands. She is like the ships of the merchant, she 
brings her food from far away. She rises while it is still night and provides food for her 
household and tasks for her servant-girls. She considers a field and buys it; with the fruit of her 
hands she plants a vineyard. She girds herself with strength, and makes her arms strong. She 
perceives that her merchandise is profitable. Her lamp does not go out at night. She puts her hands 
to the distaff, and her hands hold the spindle. She opens her hand to the poor, and reaches out her 
hands to the needy. She is not afraid for her household when it snows, for all her household are 
clothed in crimson. She makes herself coverings; her clothing is fine linen and purple. Her husband 
is known in the city gates, taking his seat among the elders of the land. She makes linen garments 
and sells them; she supplies the merchant with sashes. Strength and dignity are her clothing, and 
she laughs at the time to come. She opens her mouth with wisdom, and the teaching of kindness is 
on her tongue. She looks well to the ways of her household, and does not eat the bread of idleness. 
Her children rise up and call her happy; her husband too, and he praises her: ‘Many women have 
done excellently, but you surpass them all.’Charm is deceitful, and beauty is vain, but a woman who 
fears the Lord is to be praised. Give her a share in the fruit of her hands, and let her works praise 
her in the city gates. 
 
 
 
 

Gospel Reading: John 15:1-13 Jesus the True Vine 
 

‘I am the true vine, and my Father is the vine-grower. He removes every branch in me that bears no 
fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he prunes to make it bear more fruit. You have already been 
cleansed by the word that I have spoken to you. Abide in me as I abide in you. Just as the branch 
cannot bear fruit by itself unless it abides in the vine, neither can you unless you abide in me. I am 
the vine, you are the branches. Those who abide in me and I in them bear much fruit, because apart 
from me you can do nothing. Whoever does not abide in me is thrown away like a branch and 
withers; such branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. If you abide in me, and my 
words abide in you, ask for whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. My Father is glorified by 
this, that you bear much fruit and become my disciples. As the Father has loved me, so I have loved 
you; abide in my love. If you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept 
my Father’s commandments and abide in his love. I have said these things to you so that my joy 
may be in you, and that your joy may be complete. 

‘This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. No one has greater love 
than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. 



In our prayers this week, we pray for: 

Those who are ill … 
Russ Mellor, Terry Davies, Pam Harding, 
Barbara Waters, Rosamund Skelton and all 
who are living with long term illnesses or 
challenges.  
Those infected and affected by Coronavirus. 

Those who have died … 
Ray Sanderson (Mark’s father) 

Those in our parishes … 

To befriend, partner and develop an 
inspirational culture that inspires faith, hope 
and love in our communities. 

For all who are isolated and lonely, for the ill 
and bereaved, and for perseverance and 
resilience for all.  

For staff and patients in  Ross Community  
Hospital. 

For all our schools, for head teachers, 
teachers and students  

For all businesses in Ross, Walford and 
Brampton Abbotts, for the prosperity of 
business in 2022, and for all who face 
anxious times. 

If you have a prayer request, email us. 
We would love to pray for you! 

 

This Sunday’s music for St Mary’s 

9.30 Sung Eucharist 

Setting: Mass of St Benedict - Rizza 
Introit: 589 Angel voices ever singing 
Gradual: 136 Fathers and mothers 
Offertory: 394 Tell out, my soul 
Comm: For the beauty of the earth - Rutter 
Post Com: 704 Let all the world 

 

6pm Choral Evensong 
Hymn: 584 All my hope on God is founded 
Responses: Tomkins 
Psalm: 34.1-20 
Hymn: 769 Rejoice, the Lord is King 
Canticles: Noble in B minor 
Anthem: Lord, let me know mine end - 
Greene 
Hymn: 669 I heard the voice of Jesus say 
Dismissal: Naylor (ferial) 
 

 

Prayer for today 

God of love, 
passionate and strong, 
tender and careful: 
watch over us and hold us 
all the days of our life; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 

Dates for your diary 

5 April, Brampton Abbotts APCM 
9 April, 7pm Ross Choral Society, Messiah at 
St Mary’s 

25 April, Walford APCM 

30 April, Organ recital at St Mary’s 

4 May, Ross APCM 

14 May, Safari Supper 
21 May, 7pm, Ross Choristers Concert for 
Ukraine 
28 May, 7pm Penyard Singers at St Mary’s 
11 June, Walford Open Gardens 
 


