
Today’s Services  

8am Live-streamed BCP Service at St Mary’s 
9.30am Live-streamed Eucharist Service at St Mary’s 
9.30am Parish Family Eucharist at Walford 
6pm Choral Evensong at St Mary’s 

 

This week in the Ross Parishes  

Everyday: 9am Morning Prayer - rossparishes.uk/morning-prayer                

Tuesday: 9am - 11am Tea and Toast and Community Larder at St Mary’s Hall 
 

Wednesday:  8.45-10.15am Toddle and Toast at St Mary’s  
        11.15am Ponder and pray via zoom 
        3.30pm LEAF youth group at St Mary’s Hall 

 
Thursday: 10am Eucharist - Ross (BCP and also livestreamed) 
    1pm Thursday Prayer Group - Zoom  
    3.30pm Youth Choir at St Mary’s 

 
Sunday 16th January: 
8am Live-streamed BCP Service at St Mary’s 
9.30am Live-streamed Eucharist Service at St Mary’s   
9.30am Parish Eucharist at Walford 
11.15am Community Event at Brampton Abbotts   

 

Sunday 9th January 
Baptism of Christ 
 

We offer a warm welcome to  
everyone at our services today 

Newsletter The Ross Parishes 
rossparishes.uk 

Ross-on-Wye 

Walford 

Brampton Abbotts  

growing inclusive, intergenerational churches that inspire faith, hope and love 
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Associate Priest:  Rev’d Canon Chris Blanchard | 01989 762368 | chris@rossparishes.uk  (Sun-Weds) 
Assistant Clergy:  Rev’d Colin Leggate | colin@rossparishes.uk  I 01989 564536 
Rev’d Prebendary Caroline Pascoe | caroline@rossparishes.uk  
Reader: Canon Freda Davies | freda@rossparishes.uk  
Administrator: Louise Jarvis | 01989 562175 | administrator@rossparishes.uk  

Following new Covid regulations, 
face masks must be worn in 

church.  

Social distancing and hand  
sanitising are encouraged.  

https://rossparishes.uk/morning-prayer


Letter from Sean 

Dear friends 

On 22nd January 2022 a Vision Day for the parish churches of Ross, Walford and Brampton 
Abbotts will be held at St Mary’s Church, Ross from 10 am to 2 pm. It is an opportunity for our 
parishes to reflect on their direction and mission especially during these challenging times, and 
to set our compasses for the year ahead. I am inviting you to be part of, and if possible attend, 
this Vision Day. Being part of our visioning process is as simple as taking and sending a 
photograph!  

The day will be facilitated by awarding winning photographer, Anglican priest, retired military 
Chaplain, and Afghanistan veteran, Rev Steve Radley. Steve will be using photography in a 
contemplative way to deepen our relationship with God and one another, and to explore how 
the vision of these churches (To inspire faith, hope and love, inclusively and in every generation 
in our communities) is being worked out in their day-to-day lives. Images speak to us at an 
emotional and spiritual level allowing us to hear what is going on within us, and also allowing us 
to hear each other’s stories. Using this process, we hope that we will be able to hear the “still 
small voice of God” and that of our neighbour, and in doing so deepen our spiritual relationships 
and commitment to our vision.  

All members of our churches and community are invited to use smartphones or other cameras 
to express how they see the church and its life within the community. What is the church doing 
that is worth capturing? What image would represent what it is not doing? No image will be 
attributed to anyone to allow us to be more honest about what we share. Please invite fellow 
churchgoers, neighbours, friends, and colleagues to take pictures and share them before 22nd 
January to padlet.com/soulfulvision/ross22 or by email to pictures@soulfulvision.uk 

Then please join us for our Vision Day on the 22nd January 2022 at St Mary’s Church. You will 
only need to bring a pen and notepaper, and your own lunch. There is no cost to the event, and 
all are welcome.  

The programme will be as follows: 

10:00 – Arrivals from this time and coffee. 

10:30 – Introduction to the day  

11:00 – Listening to the ‘Still, Small, Voice.’ 

11:30 – Prayer Loop – Pictures from the Ross Parishes. 

12:00 – Lunch (please bring your own packed lunch for COVID security) 

13:00 – Listening to an image. A guided reflection based on our picture.  

13:30 – What are we hearing?  

14:00 – Closing Prayer 

Please would you also consider sharing this invitation to someone who you know would be 
interested in participating! 

I look forward to seeing you then,  

Rev Sean Semple 
 

mailto:pictures@soulfulvision.uk


 

News from the parishes 

100 Draw Club The January 2022 Draw has taken place and the winners were: I  
st Prize Celia Glover  2nd Prize  Rosamund Skelton  3rd Prize  Margaret Willis.  
If anyone wishes to join in the fun please contact me pauline_waters@btinternet.com or  
01989 563403 
 

The Bible Course starts this Tuesday, 11th January @ 7:30pm on zoom. The course will increase 
your confidence, equip you to read the Bible better and help you to see its relevance to daily life. 
Contact Chris 01989 762368, chris@rossparishes.uk or Tiffany 07881420823, 
tiffany@rossparishes.uk to sign up.  
 

The Bible Study Groups are both on “zoom” starting tomorrow, Monday January 10th, for four 
fortnightly evening meetings taking us up to Lent. Berkeley Mews group (contact Paul 566612) are 
doing  “Heart & Soul” a study on worship; Merrivale Crescent (contact Colin 564536) are doing 
“Paul’s letter to the Galatians” a study on its modern relevance. You are welcome to join us, and 
please keep Monday’s in Lent free, details to follow. Colin 
 

New Home Group - My name is Charlotte Patrick and I have just moved to Ross. I would like to 
make some new friends in the church family and hope to start by inviting people to join a discussion 
group. I have an idea for some material we can use – and the focus will be on our relationship with 
God and how we can encourage each other in hearing God speak. I am suggesting that the group 
starts on Wednesday, 26th January @ 7pm – probably at St Mary’s.   However, I am flexible – to suit 
the group. For more information, do please email me at char@charlottepatrick.co.uk or call 
07739918126. 
 

It is customary for St Mary’s to donate each year to other charities as part of our Christian giving. 

I would welcome suggestions for suitable recipients. Please email your nominations to 

ross.treasurer@rossparishes.uk  If possible please give a brief resume of the activities of the charity 

(particularly if it is relatively small).  Thank you, Roy Milnes, treasurer 

Today’s Readings 

First Reading: Acts 8.14-17 
Now when the apostles at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had accepted the word of God, they sent 
Peter and John to them. The two went down and prayed for them that they might receive the Holy 
Spirit (for as yet the Spirit had not come upon any of them; they had only been baptized in the 
name of the Lord Jesus). Then Peter and John laid their hands on them, and they received the Holy 
Spirit. 
 

Gospel Reading: Luke 3.15-17,21,22  

As the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts concerning 
John, whether he might be the Messiah, John answered all of them by saying, ‘I baptize you with 
water; but one who is more powerful than I is coming; I am not worthy to untie the thong of his 
sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing-fork is in his hand, to clear 
his threshing-floor and to gather the wheat into his granary; but the chaff he will burn with 
unquenchable fire.’ 
Now when all the people were baptized, and when Jesus also had been baptized and was praying, 
the heaven was opened, and the Holy Spirit descended upon him in bodily form like a dove. And a 
voice came from heaven, ‘You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.’ 

mailto:pauline_waters@btinternet.com
mailto:char@charlottepatrick.co.uk
mailto:ross.treasurer@rossparishes.uk


In our prayers this week, we pray for: 

Those who are ill … 
Terry Davies, Pam Harding, Barbara Waters, 
Rosamund Skelton and all who are living 
with long term illnesses or challenges.  
Those infected and affected by Coronavirus. 

Those who have died … 
Sylvia Toomer and Roger Parcker 

Those in our parishes … 

To befriend, partner and develop an 
inspirational culture that inspires faith, hope 
and love in our communities. 

For all who are isolated and lonely, for the ill 
and bereaved, and for perseverance and 
resilience for all.  

For staff and patients in  Ross Community  
Hospital. 

For all our schools, for head teachers, 
teachers and students  

For all businesses in Ross, Walford and 
Brampton Abbotts, for the prosperity of 
business in 2022, and for all who face 
anxious times. 

If you have a prayer request, email us. 
We would love to pray for you! 

 

 

This Sunday’s music for St Mary’s 

9.30 Sung Eucharist 

Setting: Mass of St Benedict - Rizza 

Introit: 46 On Jordon's bank 
Gradual: 107 The sinless one to Jordan 
Offertory: 337 Source and fount of all 
creation 
Comm: Tomorrow shall be my dancing day - 
Gardner 
Post Com: 108 When Jesus came to Jordan 

 

6pm Choral Evensong 
Introit: 258 O thou who camest from above 
Responses: Clucas 
Psalm: 29 
Hymn: 383 Lord thy word abideth 
Canticles: Brewer in D 
Anthem: Out of the stillness - Shephard 
Hymn: 99 Hail to the Lord’s anointed 
Dismissal: Naylor (ferial) 

 
 

Prayer for today 

Heavenly Father, 

at the Jordan you revealed Jesus  

as your Son: 

may we recognize him as our Lord 

and know ourselves to be your  

beloved children; 

through Jesus Christ our Saviour. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


