
Today’s Services  

8am  Live-streamed BCP Service at St Mary’s 
9.30am  Live-streamed Eucharist Service at St Mary’s   
9.30am Candlemas Service at Walford 

 

This week in the Ross Parishes  

Everyday:  9am Morning Prayer - rossparishes.uk/morning-prayer                

Tuesday:  9am - 11am Tea and Toast and Community Larder at St Mary’s Hall 
  7.30pm Bible Course, via zoom 
 

Wednesday:   8.45-10.15am Toddle and Toast at St Mary’s 
         3.30pm LEAF youth group at St Mary’s  

 
Thursday:  10am Eucharist - Ross (CW and also livestreamed) 
     1pm Thursday Prayer Group - Zoom  
     3.30pm Youth Choir at St Mary’s 
 
Sunday 6th February: 
8am  Live-streamed BCP Service at St Mary’s 
9.30am  Live-streamed Eucharist Service at St Mary’s   
9.30am  Parish Eucharist at Walford 
 

 
 
 

Sunday 30th January 
The Presentation of Christ 
 

We offer a warm welcome to  
everyone at our services today 

Newsletter The Ross Parishes 
rossparishes.uk 

Ross-on-Wye 

Walford 

Brampton Abbotts  

growing inclusive, intergenerational churches that inspire faith, hope and love 

Rector & Rural Dean: Rev’d Sean Semple | 01989 562175 | sean@rossparishes.uk    
Curate: Rev’d Tiffany Jackson | tiffany@rossparishes.uk | 07881420823 (not Sat)  
Associate Priest:  Rev’d Canon Chris Blanchard | 01989 762368 | chris@rossparishes.uk  (Sun-Weds) 
Assistant Clergy:  Rev’d Colin Leggate | colin@rossparishes.uk  I 01989 564536 
Rev’d Prebendary Caroline Pascoe | caroline@rossparishes.uk  
Reader: Canon Freda Davies | freda@rossparishes.uk  
Administrator: Louise Jarvis | 01989 562175 | administrator@rossparishes.uk  

https://rossparishes.uk/morning-prayer


Letter from Chris 

Dear Friends, 

The lightening days of the year seem to be accompanying a brighter vision as we look to be 
emerging from these past two years of pandemic. This vision is about developing a clear sight of 
the world around us, rather like the glimpse we had during lockdown of a less polluted, quieter 
world where the sounds and the beauty of nature seemed much clearer. The mitigations of 
climate change with silent, clean-running vehicles and cleaner energy production should help us 
on the way to a clear inner vision.  

This inner contemplative awareness was the theme of the recent Vision Day for our Ross 
Parishes in St. Mary’s Church. The technique of using photography as an extension of the human 
eye to “see into the heart of things” was shown to be particularly possible with the use of smart 
phone technology, as the mobile cameras are able to capture and receive images on the move. 
We discovered that as we rest our eyes on the image and allow our minds to absorb it without 
distracting thoughts, we can gain a new inner awareness.  

Many are finding this new awareness in everyday life through meditation and mindfulness, 

which I believe will open up our communities to new ways of looking and finding unity in our 

often divided society. This is particularly evident in the way children and young people in our 

schools are easily adapting to this way of finding an inner presence and stillness. I have become 

particularly aware of this when taking assemblies in our schools. The Church has always been 

tasked with helping to develop this oneness in community through contemplation (Jesus often 

went to the quiet spaces and mountains to pray). In the coming year I hope we can continue to 

grow in this partnership with schools and the community. 

 

News from the parishes 

Do you know someone between the ages of 11 and 18 who is looking for something to do this 
summer? This year we are encouraging our teenagers to go to camp.   Each year, Ventures offers 
week-long holidays all over the UK which is an exciting opportunity for our teens to have fun, grow 
personally and spiritually, and make loads of friends. If you are interested in finding out more, contact 
Tiffany. tiffany@rossparishes.uk 

Coffee@StMarys is back, on Saturday February 5th from 10am-12noon in church.  There will be table 

service for tea and coffee and homemade cake;  a raffle and Margaret's Traidcraft stall. The Merrivale 

Bible Study group look forward to making you welcome, so bring your friends too! 

'Let's talk about death'  Join us at St Mary's on February 26th from 10am to 12-30pm to explore 
some of the questions many of us have... our carefully chosen panel will be on hand to help. For more 
information, contact Freda. freda@rossparishes.uk 

Messy Church - Love Rules! Through the Epiphany season our Messy Stable has been reminding us 
of the love of God born into the world in the baby Jesus. At Messy Church this Thursday 
we will be dismantling the stable to carry God's love into the world - to rule in our hearts, 
lives, homes, schools, communities… Themed crafts from 3.30pm, short Messy 
Celebration at 4.15pm with songs, thought starters and prayers. All ages very welcome! 
More info from Caroline@rossparishes.uk 
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Flower Festival to 'Celebrate our Gracious Queen'  - 26th - 29th August planning is in progress for 
this event Sue Jones will be delighted to hear from anyone who would like to help. Contact Sue on 
565156 

Today’s Readings 

Reading:  1 Corinthians chapter 13 
If I speak in the tongues of mortals and of angels, but do not have love, I am a noisy gong or a 
clanging cymbal. And if I have prophetic powers, and understand all mysteries and all knowledge, 
and if I have all faith, so as to remove mountains, but do not have love, I am nothing. If I give away 
all my possessions, and if I hand over my body so that I may boast, but do not have love, I gain 
nothing. 
Love is patient; love is kind; love is not envious or boastful or arrogant or rude. It does not insist on 
its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; it does not rejoice in wrongdoing, but rejoices in the 
truth. It bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. 
Love never ends. But as for prophecies, they will come to an end; as for tongues, they will cease; as 
for knowledge, it will come to an end. For we know only in part, and we prophesy only in part; but 
when the complete comes, the partial will come to an end. When I was a child, I spoke like a child, I 
thought like a child, I reasoned like a child; when I became an adult, I put an end to childish 
ways. For now we see in a mirror, dimly, but then we will see face to face. Now I know only in part; 
then I will know fully, even as I have been fully known. And now faith, hope, and love abide, these 
three; and the greatest of these is love. 
 

Gospel Reading: Luke 2.22-40 

When the time came for their purification according to the law of Moses, they brought him up to 
Jerusalem to present him to the Lord (as it is written in the law of the Lord, ‘Every firstborn male 
shall be designated as holy to the Lord’), and they offered a sacrifice according to what is stated in 
the law of the Lord, ‘a pair of turtle-doves or two young pigeons.’ 
Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; this man was righteous and devout, 
looking forward to the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit rested on him. It had been revealed 
to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the Lord’s 
Messiah. Guided by the Spirit, Simeon came into the temple; and when the parents brought in the 
child Jesus, to do for him what was customary under the law, Simeon took him in his arms and 
praised God, saying, ‘Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace,  according to your 
word; for my eyes have seen your salvation, which you have prepared in the presence of all 
peoples, a light for revelation to the Gentiles and for glory to your people Israel.’ 
And the child’s father and mother were amazed at what was being said about him. Then 
Simeon blessed them and said to his mother Mary, ‘This child is destined for the falling and the 
rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be opposed so that the inner thoughts of many will 
be revealed—and a sword will pierce your own soul too.’ 
There was also a prophet, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was of a great 
age, having lived with her husband for seven years after her marriage, then as a widow to the age 
of eighty-four. She never left the temple but worshipped there with fasting and prayer night and 
day. At that moment she came, and began to praise God and to speak about the child to all who 
were looking for the redemption of Jerusalem. 
When they had finished everything required by the law of the Lord, they returned to Galilee, to 
their own town of Nazareth. The child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom; and the favour 
of God was upon him. 



In our prayers this week, we pray for: 

Those who are ill … 
Terry Davies, Pam Harding, Barbara Waters, 
Rosamund Skelton and all who are living 
with long term illnesses or challenges.  
Those infected and affected by Coronavirus. 

Those who have died … 
David Davies and Isobel Evans 

Those in our parishes … 

To befriend, partner and develop an 
inspirational culture that inspires faith, hope 
and love in our communities. 

For all who are isolated and lonely, for the ill 
and bereaved, and for perseverance and 
resilience for all.  

For staff and patients in  Ross Community  
Hospital. 

For all our schools, for head teachers, 
teachers and students  

For all businesses in Ross, Walford and 
Brampton Abbotts, for the prosperity of 
business in 2022, and for all who face 
anxious times. 

If you have a prayer request, email us. 
We would love to pray for you! 

 

 

This Sunday’s music for St Mary’s 

9.30 Sung Eucharist 

Setting:  Trinity Mass - Dyke 
Introit:  113 When candles are lighted 
Gradual: 74 Like a candle flame 
Offertory: 677 In a world where people walk 
Comm: When to the temple Mary went - 
Eccard 
Post Com: 110 Hail to the Lord who comes 

 

Eucharistic Prayer B 

 

Prayer for today 

Lord Jesus Christ, 

light of the nations and glory of Israel: 

make your home among us, 

and present us pure and holy 

to your heavenly Father, 

your God, and our God. 

 
 

Dates for your diary 

3rd February, Messy Church at St Mary’s 

26 February, ‘Lets talk about death’ event at 
St Mary’s 

2nd March , Ash Wednesday 

12 March, 7pm Concert at St Mary’s 
(with Hereford Police Choir) 

2 April, 7pm Promise Auction at St Mary’s 

30 April, Organ recital at St Mary’s 

28th May 7pm Penyard Singers 

14 May, Safari Supper 

 

 

 


