
Today’s Services  

8am Live-streamed BCP Service at St Mary’s 
9.30am Live-streamed Eucharist Service at St Mary’s 
9.30am Parish Eucharist at Walford 
 

This week in the Ross Parishes: 

Everyday: 9am Morning Prayer - rossparishes.uk/morning-prayer                

Monday: 12 noon Prayers for St Mary’s at St Mary’s 

Tuesday: 9am - 11am Tea and Toast, St Mary Hall 
  9am - 11am Community Larder, St Mary’s Hall 
   

Wednesday: 8.45 - 10.30am - Toddle and Toast at St Mary’s  
        3.30pm Leaf Youth Group at St Mary’s Hall 
       

Thursday: 10am Eucharist - Ross (CW and also livestreamed) 
    11.30am Funeral Service for Val Allen at St Mary’s 
    3.30pm Youth Choir at St Mary’s 

Sunday 12th December  
8am Live-streamed BCP Service at St Mary’s 
9.30am Live-streamed Eucharist Service at St Mary’s 
9.30am Family Service at Walford 
6.00pm Choral Evensong at St Mary’s 
 

 
 

Sunday 5th December 
Second Sunday of Advent 
 

We offer a warm welcome to  
everyone at our services today 
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Due to the increase in COVID 
infections in Herefordshire 
and generally in the UK, you 
are encouraged to sanitise 
your hands, wear a mask and  
observe social distancing 
when attending services in 
our church buildings. 

https://rossparishes.uk/morning-prayer


Letter from Bishop Richard 

In his letter to the Philippians, St Paul said that Jesus Christ was God in very nature. 
 

In the recent COP26 Conference run-up, some of us have been planting trees as part of the 
Queen's Green Canopy Project.  It is a fitting way of marking Her Majesty's 70 
years as sovereign, and the tree-panting project acquires an urgent relevance in the light of 
the climate crisis.  Gardeners will have collected seeds to multiply their stocks.  It is a longer-
term view and cheaper way than buying established plants from our suppliers. 
 
Seeds are remarkable things.  There is little correlation between their size and the size of the 
plant that emerges.  What is more extraordinary is that the complete blueprint for the 
established plant resides in such a small package.  Every detail is written in the DNA, ready to 
emerge when the conditions are suitable for germination. The seed is as much the plant as the 
tree is, despite their very different appearance. 
 
All metaphors have their limitations. But when we contemplate the events of Christmas and 
the reality of God's incarnation in Christ, the seed to plant metaphor can be helpful.  In his 
letter to the Philippians, St Paul said that Jesus Christ was God in very nature. In Jesus, God 
reveals himself not just as the creative hand behind all that is but also as personal. The human 
(albeit extraordinary) attributes of personality we see in Jesus are the characteristics of God 
himself.  Paul is essentially saying that because Jesus was God, he took the lowest place, 
showed humility, and gave himself up for others.  Appearing in human form, born as the infant 
Jesus was not a disguise for God, but God in his very essence. 
 
The humble familiarity of the Christmas story reminds us that we can know God. The good 
news is that knowledge can be transformative as we enter into a relationship with him. I pray 
that we all enter afresh into this reality and prepare to celebrate his coming to us. 
  
+Richard 
 

All are welcomed to a Deanery Listening Gathering with Bishop Richard Jackson, 7.30pm on 

Monday 6th December at St Mary’s. We have a heaven-sent opportunity to meet with Bishop 

Richard and to let him know of the triumphs and challenges of church life here in Ross, 

Walford and Brampton Abbotts. Christmas refreshments will be provided. RSVP to Kate 

Poynton, Deanery Secretary  randadeanerysec@gmail.com  

 

News from the parishes 

Next Flicks - Tuesday 14th December 2021 - The Favourite (15), now showing at 7:30pm, 
entrance £5. Under new management from January! William Hazelton 
 

Christmas Flowers at St Mary’s - any donations for Christmas flowers can be given to Sue 

Jones 



 

Advent Bible Study- With all the hubbub of Christmas, we can 

easily lose touch with the reality of the story of the birth of 

Christ.  Join us for a three-part series, filmed on location in the Holy 

Land, where you will discover the facts, see the places and be given 

many new insights to discuss with each other.  This group will meet 

on zoom from 7pm, Tuesdays 7, 14, and 21 December. Contact 

tiffany@rossparishes.uk to sign up and for the zoom link. 

On Sunday 28th November I had occasion to attend Choral Evensong. I have not done so for 
over 10 years and I had forgotten what a moving service it is! The music is uplifting and beautiful 
and the service is one of peace and comfort. I recommend it to all. Thank you Mark and all the 
choir, and everyone else involved, for making it possible. William Hazelton 

 

Today’s Readings 

First Reading: Baruch ch 5 

Take off the garment of your sorrow and affliction, O Jerusalem, and put on for ever the beauty 
of the glory from God. Put on the robe of the righteousness that comes from God; put on your 
head the diadem of the glory of the Everlasting; for God will show your splendour everywhere 
under heaven. For God will give you evermore the name, ‘Righteous Peace, Godly Glory’. 
 
Arise, O Jerusalem, stand upon the height; look towards the east, and see your children gathered 
from west and east at the word of the Holy One, rejoicing that God has remembered them. For 
they went out from you on foot, led away by their enemies; but God will bring them back to 
you,  carried in glory, as on a royal throne. For God has ordered that every high mountain and 
the everlasting hills be made low and the valleys filled up, to make level ground, so that Israel 
may walk safely in the glory of God. The woods and every fragrant tree have shaded Israel at 
God’s command. For God will lead Israel with joy, in the light of his glory, with the mercy and 
righteousness that come from him. 
 
Gospel Reading: Luke 3.1-6 

 In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when Pontius Pilate was governor of 

Judea, and Herod was ruler of Galilee, and his brother Philip ruler of the region of Ituraea and 

Trachonitis, and Lysanias ruler of Abilene, during the high-priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the 

word of God came to John son of Zechariah in the wilderness. He went into all the region around 

the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins, as it is written in the 

book of the words of the prophet Isaiah, ‘The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: “Prepare 

the way of the Lord, make his paths straight. Every valley shall be filled, and every mountain and 

hill shall be made low, and the crooked shall be made straight,  and the rough ways made 

smooth; and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.” ’ 

mailto:tiffany@rossparishes.uk


In our prayers this week, we pray for: 

Those who are ill … 
Barbara Waters, Rob Seabourn, Rosamund 
Skelton and all who are living with long term 
illnesses or challenges.  
Those infected and affected by Coronavirus. 

Those who have died … 
Sibyl Graham, Elizabeth Okell, David Spencer, 
John Duncan and Val Allen. 

Those in our parishes … 

To befriend, partner and develop an 
inspirational culture that inspires faith, hope 
and love in our communities. 

For all who are isolated and lonely, for the ill 
and bereaved, and for perseverance and 
resilience for all.  

For staff and patients in  Ross Community  
Hospital. 

For all our schools, for head teachers, 
teachers and students  

For all businesses in Ross, Walford and 
Brampton Abbotts, for the prosperity of 
business in 2021, and for all who face 
anxious times. 

If you have a prayer request, email us. 
We would love to pray for you! 

This Sunday’s music for St Mary’s 

9.30 Sung Eucharist 

Setting: Mass of St Thomas - Thorne 
Introit: An Advent Prose vv1&2 
Introit: 30 Come, thou long expected Jesus 
Gradual: 46 On Jordon’s bank 
Offertory: 42 Longing for light 
Communion: Prepare ye the way of the Lord 
- Wise 
Post Communion: 75 Long ago, prophets 
knew 

Advent Prose 

Antiphon: Drop down, ye heavens, from 
above, 
and let the skies pour down righteousness. 

1 Be not wroth very sore, O Lord, 
neither remember iniquity forever: 
thy holy cities are a wilderness, 
Sion is a wilderness, Jerusalem a desolation: 
our holy and our beautiful house, 
where our fathers praised thee. [Antiphon] 

2 We have sinned, and are as an unclean 
thing, 
and we all do fade as a leaf: 
and our iniquities, like the wind, 
have taken us away: 
thou hast hid thy face from us: 
and hast consumed us, because of our 
iniquities. [Antiphon] 

 

Prayer for today 

Almighty God, 

purify our hearts and minds, 

that when your Son Jesus Christ  

comes again as 

judge and saviour 

we may be ready to receive him, 

who is our Lord and our God. 


