
Today’s Services  

8am Live-streamed BCP Service at St Mary’s 
9.30am Live-streamed Eucharist Service at St Mary’s 
3.30pm Carol Service at Walford 
4pm Nine Lessons and Carols at St Mary’s   

This week in the Ross Parishes and Christmas Services: 

Everyday: 9am Morning Prayer - rossparishes.uk/morning-prayer                

Monday: 1.30pm Funeral of Sibyl Graham at 
St Mary’s 

Tuesday: 9am - 11am Tea and Toast and 
Community Larder at St Mary’s Hall 
2.30pm Just B Christmas Service at St Mary’s 

Wednesday: 10-11.30am - Toddle and Toast 
at St Mary’s  
Thursday: 10am Eucharist - Ross (CW and 
also livestreamed) 
1pm Thursday Prayer Group - Zoom  

Sunday 19th December 
Fourth Sunday of Advent 
 

We offer a warm welcome to  
everyone at our services today 

Newsletter The Ross Parishes 
rossparishes.uk 

Ross-on-Wye 

Walford 

Brampton Abbotts  

growing inclusive, intergenerational churches that inspire faith, hope and love 

Rector & Rural Dean: Rev’d Sean Semple | 01989 562175 | sean@rossparishes.uk    
Curate: Rev’d Tiffany Jackson | tiffany@rossparishes.uk | 07881420823 (not Sat)  
Associate Priest:  Rev’d Canon Chris Blanchard | 01989 762368 | chris@rossparishes.uk  (Sun-Weds) 
Assistant Clergy:  Rev’d Colin Leggate | colin@rossparishes.uk  I 01989 564536 
Rev’d Prebendary Caroline Pascoe | caroline@rossparishes.uk  
Reader: Canon Freda Davies | freda@rossparishes.uk  
Administrator: Louise Jarvis | 01989 562175 | administrator@rossparishes.uk  

Following new Covid  
regulations, face masks must be 
worn in church.  

Social distancing and hand sanitising 
are encouraged.  

Christmas  

Services 

Thursday 23rd and Friday 24th 
5.30pm Carols in the North Churchyard-Ross 

Christmas Eve 
4pm Crib Service at Ross and Walford 
9pm Christmas Service at Brampton Abbotts 
11.30pm Midnight Mass at Ross and Walford 

Christmas Day 
8am BCP Service at Ross 
9.30am Live streamed Eucharist at Ross 
9.30am Christmas Service at Walford 

Sunday 26th  
8am BCP Service 
9.30am Live-streamed Eucharist - Ross 

https://rossparishes.uk/morning-prayer


Letter from Freda 

Are you ready for Christmas? Are the cards written? Presents wrapped? Food already prepared 
and stored in the freezer ready for the big day? Or are you one of those who leaves everything 
to the last-minute, rushing to the shops late on Christmas Eve looking for that must-buy 
present? 

Just like last year, the ongoing Covid pandemic adds another layer of uncertainty. Perhaps some 
of us will be forced to change our plans due to the emergence of yet another new variant. 
Foreign travel may be difficult and, yet again, some families may have to spend Christmas apart. 

With so much going on in our lives, it’s easy to overlook the true meaning of Christmas. The 
Christmas story has plenty of worry in it too: some two thousand years ago, a couple were 
forced to make a long and dangerous journey to Bethlehem. She was heavily pregnant and their 
only form of transport was a donkey. When they eventually arrived, the only place they could 
find to stay was a stable. But there the most amazing thing happened – a child was born who 
changed the world.  

Christmas is a time of great joy, and of course we have a number of carol and other services 
planned in the Benefice to celebrate the birth of Jesus. However, we are conscious of the fact 
that, for some people, Christmas can be a really difficult time. It can be hard to feel like 
celebrating if you have had a tough year, perhaps because of illness, bereavement, worry, 
unemployment or maybe just the general business of life. So we have planned a Just B  carol 
service with a difference on 21st December at 2-30pm at St Mary’s, called Blue Christmas, where 
there will be an opportunity for quiet reflection. If you think this might be for you, do come and 
join us, and rediscover the hope that the Christmas message has to offer.  

 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

On behalf of Sean and the Ministry Team we would like to wish 

everyone a safe, restful and joyous Christmas. 

 

 

 

 



 

News from the parishes 

Big Messy Church stable at St Mary’s - Take a look at the short inspiring Christmas film that 
inspired our Big Messy Stable in St Mary’s! It’s on the front page of our website and will also 
be shown at coffee in St Mary’s. Huge thanks to John Spencer and Bryan Jones for designing 
and creating a stable that our Messy children and families could build! Huge thanks to the 
children and families for the love and creativity they put into it! Next Messy Church - 
Epiphany on 6 January. More info: caroline@rossparishes.uk 
 

Christmas Flowers at St Mary’s - any donations for Christmas flowers can be given to Sue 

Jones 

Birthday celebrations - you are very welcome to join Sean on Tuesday 

21st December to celebrate his 50th birthday! Pop in for cake and 

refreshments at the Rectory between 2pm and 4pm. This will be held 

outside at the Rectory. 

 

Today’s Readings 

First Reading: Hebrews 10.5-10 

Consequently, when Christ came into the world, he said, 

‘Sacrifices and offerings you have not desired, 

   but a body you have prepared for me; 

in burnt-offerings and sin-offerings 

   you have taken no pleasure. 

Then I said, “See, God, I have come to do your will, O God” 

   (in the scroll of the book it is written of me).’ 

When he said above, ‘You have neither desired nor taken pleasure in sacrifices and offerings 

and burnt-offerings and sin-offerings’ (these are offered according to the law), then he 

added, ‘See, I have come to do your will.’ He abolishes the first in order to establish the 

second. And it is by God’s will that we have been sanctified through the offering of the body 

of Jesus Christ once for all. 

 
Gospel Reading: Luke 1.39-45 

In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill country, where 
she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. When Elizabeth heard Mary’s 
greeting, the child leapt in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit and 
exclaimed with a loud cry, ‘Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your 
womb. And why has this happened to me, that the mother of my Lord comes to me? For as 
soon as I heard the sound of your greeting, the child in my womb leapt for joy. And blessed is 
she who believed that there would be a fulfilment of what was spoken to her by the Lord.’ 

mailto:Caroline@rossparishes.uk


In our prayers this week, we pray for: 

Those who are ill … 
Terry Davies, Pam Harding, Barbara Waters, 
Rosamund Skelton and all who are living 
with long term illnesses or challenges.  
Those infected and affected by Coronavirus. 

Those who have died … 
John Innes Rampling, Rhona Perry and  
Sibyl Graham 

Those in our parishes … 

To befriend, partner and develop an 
inspirational culture that inspires faith, hope 
and love in our communities. 

For all who are isolated and lonely, for the ill 
and bereaved, and for perseverance and 
resilience for all.  

For staff and patients in  Ross Community  
Hospital. 

For all our schools, for head teachers, 
teachers and students  

For all businesses in Ross, Walford and 
Brampton Abbotts, for the prosperity of 
business in 2021, and for all who face 
anxious times. 

If you have a prayer request, email us. 
We would love to pray for you! 

 

 

This Sunday’s music for St Mary’s 

9.30 Sung Eucharist 

Setting: A People’s Mass - Greening  

Introit: 32 Come thou redeemer of the earth 
Gradual: 34 Earth was waiting 
Offertory: 394 Tell out, my soul 
Comm: The Angel Gabriel - arr Pettman 
Post Com: 41 Lo, he comes with clouds 

 

4pm Nine Lessons and Carols  
See separate order of service 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer for today 

Eternal God, 

as Mary waited for the birth of your Son,  

so we wait for his coming in glory; 

bring us through the birth pangs of this 
present age 

to see, with her, our great salvation  

in Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 
 

 

 

 

 


