
Today’s Services  

8am Live-streamed BCP Service at St Mary’s 
9.30am Live-streamed Eucharist Service at St Mary’s 
9.30am Family Service at Walford 
6pm Evensong at St Mary’s 

This week in the Ross Parishes: 

Everyday: 9am Morning Prayer - rossparishes.uk/morning-prayer                

Monday: 12 noon Prayers for St Mary’s at St Mary’s 

Tuesday: 9am - 11am Tea and Toast, St Mary Hall 
  9am - 11am Community Larder, St Mary’s Hall 
  10.30am Funeral service of David Spencer at St Mary’s  
   

Wednesday: 8.45 - 10.30am - Toddle and Toast at St Mary’s  
        11.15am Ponder and Pray via zoom. Contact Freda for details 
        3.30pm Leaf Youth Group at St Mary’s Hall 
       

Thursday: 10am Eucharist - Ross (CW and also livestreamed) 
    3.30pm Youth Choir at St Mary’s 
    2pm Funeral Service of Elizabeth Okell at St Mary’s 

Saturday:  10.30am Messy Church drop in at St Mary’s 

Sunday 19th December  
8am Live-streamed BCP Service at St Mary’s 
9.30am Live-streamed Eucharist Service at St Mary’s 
3.30pm Carol Service at Walford 
4pm Nine Lessons and Carols at St Mary’s   

Sunday 12th December 
Third Sunday of Advent 
 

We offer a warm welcome to  
everyone at our services today 
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Following new Covid  
regulations, face masks must 
be worn in church.  

Social distancing and hand 
sanitising are encouraged.  

https://rossparishes.uk/morning-prayer


Letter from Tiffany 

One of my family’s Christmas traditions when I was growing up was to drive around our 

neighbourhood looking for “TSL’s”. TSL’s are tacky lights (I’ll let you figure out what the 

S stood for). We would look for the biggest, tackiest Christmas lights we could find on 

peoples' houses and if the inflatable figures were deflated or the lights were a bit 

wonky, that was even better!  

Sometimes it is really easy to get caught up in the demands for perfection, especially 

during Advent and Christmas. We want our Christmas decorations to look perfect, the 

perfect presents, the perfect family picture, the calories not to count, and our work 

schedule to be easy…The list could go on and on. But life isn’t perfect and we aren’t 

perfect. In fact often times life is more like TSL’s- we tried hard but it’s not quite right. 

Some people will drive by and think it’s terrible and not worth doing while others will 

appreciate the beauty, effort, and uniqueness of TSL’s. 

The wonderful thing is that God doesn’t expect us to be perfect. He loved us and made 

us knowing all the ways we would screw up and all our eccentricities.  So this year, let 

your TSL life show. Enjoy the imperfections, the imperfect family photos, and whatever 

else the season throws at you because God loves you just the way you are.  And if you 

put out some tacky Christmas lights, know that I’ll be driving by at some point to enjoy 

them! 

News from the parishes 

100 Draw Club - The December draw has taken place and the winners were  1st Prize  Peter 
Drayton  2nd Prize  Fiona Turner  3rd Prize  Jane Roberts 
 

Christmas Flowers at St Mary’s - any donations for Christmas flowers can be given to Sue Jones  

Birthday celebrations - you are very welcome to join Sean on Tuesday 21st December to 

celebrate his 50th birthday! Pop in for cake and refreshments at the Rectory between 2pm and 

4pm.   

My Friends - My sincere thanks to everyone for all your prayers for my son-in-law Rob 

Seabourn. He has responded to treatment and we are optimistic and positive. Heaty thanks 

and happy Christmas. Toni Williams 

Flicks - Tuesday 14th December 2021 - The Favourite (15), now showing at 7:30pm, entrance £5. 
Under new management from January! William Hazelton 

Messy Christmas Drop In at St Mary’s - Saturday 18th from 10.30 with Christmas story round 
the stable at 12noon. Come and help us build and decorate our Big Messy Stable for St Mary’s. 
More info caroline@rossparishes.uk 

 



 

Today’s Readings 

First Reading: Philippians 4.4-7 
Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. Let your gentleness be known to 
everyone. The Lord is near. Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and 
supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. And the peace of 
God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 
 
Gospel Reading: Luke 3.7-18 

 John said to the crowds that came out to be baptized by him, ‘You brood of vipers! Who 
warned you to flee from the wrath to come? Bear fruits worthy of repentance. Do not begin 
to say to yourselves, “We have Abraham as our ancestor”; for I tell you, God is able from 
these stones to raise up children to Abraham. Even now the axe is lying at the root of the 
trees; every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the 
fire.’ And the crowds asked him, ‘What then should we do?’ In reply he said to them, 
‘Whoever has two coats must share with anyone who has none; and whoever has food must 
do likewise.’ Even tax-collectors came to be baptized, and they asked him, ‘Teacher, what 
should we do?’ He said to them, ‘Collect no more than the amount prescribed for 
you.’ Soldiers also asked him, ‘And we, what should we do?’ He said to them, ‘Do not extort 
money from anyone by threats or false accusation, and be satisfied with your wages.’ 
As the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts 
concerning John, whether he might be the Messiah, John answered all of them by saying, ‘I 
baptize you with water; but one who is more powerful than I is coming; I am not worthy to 
untie the thong of his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing
-fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing-floor and to gather the wheat into his granary; but 
the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.’ So, with many other exhortations, he 
proclaimed the good news to the people. 
 

Christmas Services 

Sunday 19th December 
3.30pm Carol Service at Walford 
4pm Nine Lessons and Carols at Ross 

Thursday 23rd and Friday 24th 
5.30pm Carols in the North Churchyard-Ross 

Christmas Eve 
4pm Crib Service at Ross and Walford 
9pm Christmas Service at Brampton Abbotts 
11.30pm Midnight Mass at Ross and Walford 

Christmas Day 
8am BCP Service at Ross 
9.30am Live streamed Eucharist at Ross 
9.30am Christmas Service at Walford 



In our prayers this week, we pray for: 

Those who are ill … 
Pam Harding, Barbara Waters, Rosamund 
Skelton and all who are living with long term 
illnesses or challenges.  
Those infected and affected by Coronavirus. 

Those who have died … 
Rhona Perry, Sibyl Graham, Elizabeth Okell, 
David Spencer and John Duncan  

Those in our parishes … 

To befriend, partner and develop an 
inspirational culture that inspires faith, hope 
and love in our communities. 

For all who are isolated and lonely, for the ill 
and bereaved, and for perseverance and 
resilience for all.  

For staff and patients in  Ross Community  
Hospital. 

For all our schools, for head teachers, 
teachers and students  

For all businesses in Ross, Walford and 
Brampton Abbotts, for the prosperity of 
business in 2021, and for all who face 
anxious times. 

If you have a prayer request, email us. 
We would love to pray for you! 

 

 

Prayer for today 

God for whom we watch and wait, 

you sent John the Baptist to prepare the 
way of your Son: 

give us courage to speak the truth,  

to hunger for justice, 

and to suffer for the cause of right,  

with Jesus Christ our Lord. 

This Sunday’s music for St Mary’s 

9.30 Sung Eucharist 

Setting: Mass of St Benedict - Rizza 
Introit: An Advent Prose vv 3&4 
Introit: 45 O come, O come Emmanuel 
Gradual: 38 Hark, a thrilling voice 
Offertory: 54 Wake, O wake 
Communion: This is the record of John - 
Gibbons 
Post Communion: 39 Hills of the north, 
rejoice 

The Eucharistic Prayer is Prayer A on page 18 

Advent Prose vv 3&4 

Drop down, ye heavens, from above,  
and let the skies pour forth righteousness: 
let the earth be fruitful, and bring forth a 
Saviour. 
 
3.Ye are my witnesses, saith the Lord,  
and my servant whom I have chosen; 
that ye may know me and believe me: 
I, even I, am the Lord, and beside me there is 
no Saviour: 
and there is none that can deliver out of my 
hand. 
 
4.Comfort ye, comfort ye my people, 
 my salvation shall not tarry: 
I have blotted out as a thick cloud thy 
transgressions: 
fear not for I will save thee: 
for I am the Lord thy god,  
the holy one of Israel, thy Redeemer. 

 

6pm Choral Evensong 
Introit: 37 Hark what a sound 
Responses: Tomkins 
Psalm: Isaiah 12.2-6 
Hymn: 33 (t25) Creator of the starry night 
Canticles: Morley with fauxbourdon 
Anthem: Prepare ye the way - Wise 
Hymn: 36 Hark the glad sound 
Dismissal: Naylor (ferial)  


