
Today’s Services  

8am Live-streamed BCP Service at St Mary’s 
9.30am Live-streamed Confirmation and Eucharist Service at St Mary’s 
9.30am Parish Eucharist at Walford 

This week in the Ross Parishes: 

Everyday: 9am Morning Prayer - rossparishes.uk/morning-prayer                

Tuesday: 9am-11am Tea and Toast, St Mary Hall 
  9am - 11am Community Larder, St Mary’s hall 
 

Wednesday: 8.45 - 10.30am - Toddle and Toast at St Mary’s  
       

Thursday: 10am Eucharist - Ross (CW and also livestreamed) 
    11am Armistice Day Service at Ross Market House 
    11.45am Chelsea Pensioners Service 
    12 noon Korean and Falklands Service 
    1pm Thursday Prayer Group - Zoom  

Saturday: 10am Remembrance Community Event at Brampton Abbotts Church 

Sunday 14th November   Remembrance Sunday 
8am Live-streamed BCP Service at St Mary’s 
9.30am Live-streamed Eucharist Service at St Mary’s 
10.50am Remembrance Service at Walford 
11am Remembrance Day Service at St Mary’s 
 

Due to the increase in COVID infections in Herefordshire and generally in the UK, you are 
encouraged to sanitise your hands, wear a mask and observe social distancing when attending 
services in our church buildings. 

Sunday 7th November 
The Third Sunday before Advent 
 

We offer a warm welcome to  
everyone at our services today 
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Letter from Archdeacon Derek 

November can be a strange time of year with Autumn coming towards its end and the 
weather turning colder as winter rushes towards us.  It is rather an appropriate time to 
reflect on our own mortality and those who have gone before us in faith.  In the church 
calendar it is punctuated by a period of celebrations and more sombre occasions.  It began 
however with All Saints Day and this great festival of the church is a time to remember the 
ordinary men and women of faith who have gone before us and who have set an example for 
us. 
 
I have always been wary of focussing on saints because by making them special we 
inadvertently create a category of ‘super Christian’. If we go back to the New Testament we 
discover that a saint is actually quite different. 
 
“To the church of God that is in Corinth, to those sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to be saints 
together with all those who in every place call upon the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, both 
their Lord and ours:..” 1 Corinthians 1:2 
 
For Paul writing his letters to the early church every one of us who is a disciple and follower 
of Jesus is a saint. We are not called to be superheroes; we are simply called to servants of 
the Kingdom. This is what a saint is, a man or woman of God called as a disciple of Jesus to be 
a messenger of good news in the world. In the scriptures the term ‘Christian’ is a derogatory 
term used to describe the followers of Jesus, where the writers of the New Testament refer 
to themselves as followers of ‘the way’ or saints. Now you may not see yourself as a ‘saint’ 
but in God’s eyes that is what you are.  
 
As someone commented to me recently the Communion of Saints is much more like a family 
praying down through the ages, each generation connected by prayer to the next handing on 
the baton of faith.  It isn’t difficult to believe this when you sit quietly in some of our ancient 
churches knowing there has been Christian worship in the place down through the centuries. 
Our churches can be what the Celtic Christians might have termed thin places where heaven 
and earth touch. It is a truly mind blowing thought that we are part of an endless family of 
faith interconnected through Jesus across the centuries. 
 
The liturgical ‘saints’ are however still worth celebrating because they help to remind us that 
God takes ordinary men and women like you and I and enables us to attempt extraordinary 
things for Jesus. Their stories are worth telling to encourage us to see not just what is 
possible but also what has been done by the great cloud of witnesses that have gone before 
us in faith. According to the writer of Hebrews they now stand in heaven to cheer us on like 
the crowd at a great sporting event. 
 
“Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside 
every weight, and sin which clings so closely, and let us run with endurance the race that is 
set before us,..”  Hebrews 12:1 
 



 

News from the parishes 

Donations needed - items for a Christmas Food Hamper for the raffle at the Christmas Tree 

Festival at St Mary’s. Please leave donations with the church office. Freda 

Christmas Tree Festival 20th – 23rd November. We need stewards for the four days of the 
festival to help our Church Welcomers.  If you are able to come for one or two 2 hour slots, 
please sign the list on the welcome table in St Mary’s or email rachel@rossparishes.uk. This is a 
major fundraising event so we do hope many will be able to help make it a great success. Rachel 
 

Christmas Wreath Workshop - 29th November 12.30-4pm. £20 per person, all materials 
included. We need a minimum of 10  people to run this, so please sign up as soon as you can. 
Sue 565156 
 

Today’s Readings 

First Reading: 1 Samuel 3.1-10 

Now the boy Samuel was ministering to the Lord under Eli. The word of the Lord was rare in those days; 
visions were not widespread. 
At that time Eli, whose eyesight had begun to grow dim so that he could not see, was lying down in his 
room; the lamp of God had not yet gone out, and Samuel was lying down in the temple of the Lord, where 
the ark of God was. Then the Lord called, ‘Samuel! Samuel!’ and he said, ‘Here I am!’ and ran to Eli, and 
said, ‘Here I am, for you called me.’ But he said, ‘I did not call; lie down again.’ So he went and lay 
down. The Lord called again, ‘Samuel!’ Samuel got up and went to Eli, and said, ‘Here I am, for you called 
me.’ But he said, ‘I did not call, my son; lie down again.’ Now Samuel did not yet know the Lord, and the 
word of the Lord had not yet been revealed to him. The Lord called Samuel again, a third time. And he 
got up and went to Eli, and said, ‘Here I am, for you called me.’ Then Eli perceived that the Lord was 
calling the boy. Therefore Eli said to Samuel, ‘Go, lie down; and if he calls you, you shall say, “Speak, Lord, 
for your servant is listening.” ’ So Samuel went and lay down in his place. 
Now the Lord came and stood there, calling as before, ‘Samuel! Samuel!’ And Samuel said, ‘Speak, for 
your servant is listening.’ 
 
Gospel Reading: John 1.43-51 

When Mary came where Jesus was and saw him, she knelt at his feet and said to him, ‘Lord, if you had 
been here, my brother would not have died.’ When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who came with 
her also weeping, he was greatly disturbed in spirit and deeply moved. He said, ‘Where have you laid 
him?’ They said to him, ‘Lord, come and see.’ Jesus began to weep. So the Jews said, ‘See how he loved 
him!’ But some of them said, ‘Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man have kept this man 
from dying?’ 
Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone was lying against it. Jesus 
said, ‘Take away the stone.’ Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to him, ‘Lord, already there is a 
stench because he has been dead for four days.’ Jesus said to her, ‘Did I not tell you that if you believed, 
you would see the glory of God?’ So they took away the stone. And Jesus looked upwards and said, 
‘Father, I thank you for having heard me. I knew that you always hear me, but I have said this for the sake 
of the crowd standing here, so that they may believe that you sent me.’ When he had said this, he cried 
with a loud voice, ‘Lazarus, come out!’ The dead man came out, his hands and feet bound with strips of 
cloth, and his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to them, ‘Unbind him, and let him go.’ 
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In our prayers this week, we pray for: 

Those who are ill … 
Barbara Waters, Peter  & Margaret Thacker,  
Rob Seabourn, Rosamund Skelton and  
all who are living with long term illnesses or 
challenges.  
Those infected and affected by Coronavirus. 

Those who have died … 
Barbara Scruton-Evans, Angela Fowler and 
Diana Freer 

Those in our parishes … 

To befriend, partner and develop an 
inspirational culture that inspires faith, hope 
and love in our communities. 

For all who are isolated and lonely, for the ill 
and bereaved, and for perseverance and 
resilience for all.  

For staff and patients in  Ross Community  
Hospital. 

For all our schools, for head teachers, 
teachers and students  

For all businesses in Ross, Walford and 
Brampton Abbotts, for the prosperity of 
business in 2021, and for all who face 
anxious times. 

If you have a prayer request, email us. 
We would love to pray for you! 

This Sunday’s music for St Mary’s 

9.30 Sung Eucharist 

Setting:  A People’s Mass - Greening 
Introit: 494 I the Lord of sea and sky 
Gradual: 246 Holy Spirit, come, confirm us 
Offertory: 212 Now the green blade rises 
Communion: A Prayer of St Richard of 
Chichester - Archer 
Post Communion:  757 One more step 
along the word I go 
 

Prayer for today 

Heavenly Father, 

by the power of your Holy Spirit 

you give your faithful people new life 

 in the water of baptism. 

Guide and strengthen us  

by the same Spirit, 

that we who are born again may serve you 

in faith and love, 

and grow into the full stature of your Son,  

Jesus Christ, 

who is alive and reigns with you in the 

unity of the Holy Spirit 

now and for ever. Amen 

Community Larder - Anyone wishing to  
donate food (non perishable goods) can 
bring it to the Larder on a Tuesday morning 
between 9.00 – 11.00.  For large donations, 
please telephone the Larder on 07748 
319940 to arrange a convenient time. Fi-
nancial gifts may be taken to the Church 
Office – any cheque being made payable to 
Ross Community Larder.  
9.00 – 11.00 Community Larder 
9.00 – 11.00 Tea and Toast 


