
Today’s Services  

8am Live-streamed BCP Service at St Mary’s 
9.30am Live-streamed Eucharist Service at St Mary’s 
10.30am for 11am Family Service at St Michael’s 
11.30am Christening at Ross 
6pm Choral Evensong at St Mary’s 

This week in the Ross Parishes: 

Everyday: 9am Morning Prayer - rossparishes.uk/morning-prayer                

Tuesday: 9am 11am Tea and Toast, St Mary Hall 
  9am 11am Community Larder, St Mary’s Hall 
  1pm Funeral at St Mary’s  

Wednesday: 8.45 - 10.30am - Toddle and Toast at St Mary’s  
        11.15am Ponder and Pray - via zoom. Contact Freda for details 
        3.30pm Leaf youth group at St Mary’s Hall 
       

Thursday: 10am Eucharist - Ross (BCP and also livestreamed) 
    1pm Funeral at St Mary’s 
    3.30pm Youth Choir at St Mary’s 

Saturday: 7pm Ross Penyard Singers, Classical Concert at 
    St Mary’s 

Sunday 5th December  
8am Live-streamed BCP Service at St Mary’s 
9.30am Live-streamed Eucharist Service at St Mary’s 
9.30am Parish Eucharist at Walford 
 

Sunday 28th November 
First Sunday of Advent 
 

We offer a warm welcome to  
everyone at our services today 
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Due to the increase in COVID 
infections in Herefordshire 
and generally in the UK, you 
are encouraged to sanitise 
your hands, wear a mask and  
observe social distancing 
when attending services in 
our church buildings. 

https://rossparishes.uk/morning-prayer


Letter from Sean 

I found myself really challenged recently by this true story.  

In Honduras, Central America, the government commissioned a specialist Japanese company 
to build a bridge over the river Choluteca to connect it to a new bypass road. The bridge 
needed to be “high spec” to be able to withstand extreme weather conditions including 
hurricanes. It was completed after two years’ work in 1998, and a few months later it was put 
to the test when Hurricane Mitch hit Honduras and deposited 75 inches of rain in four days, 
equivalent to what they received in six months. The river Choluteca flooded the country and 
over 7000 people lost their lives. The hurricane damaged or destroyed most of the bridges in 
the country except one – the new Choluteca bridge. But there was a ‘small’ problem. The 
hurricane had changed the course of the river and it no longer flowed beneath the bridge. The 
river flowed beside the bridge. The Choluteca bridge became a bridge to nowhere. 

The Christian season of Advent is a time of honest self-reflection: we consider how are we 
living out the values of the gospel in our homes and community. Equally we ask ourselves how 
we as a Christian church are representing these values to the people of our community. A 
question that every church might ask itself this Advent is, “Are we providing a bridge between 
living people and a living God? Or a bridge 
to no-where?” 

Your friend and Rector, 

Sean 

 

 

 

 

All are welcomed to a Deanery Listening Gathering with Bishop Richard Jackson, 7.30pm on 

Monday 6th December at St Mary’s. We have a heaven-sent opportunity to meet with Bishop 

Richard and to let him know of the triumphs and challenges of church life here in Ross, 

Walford and Brampton Abbotts. Christmas refreshments will be provided. RSVP to Kate 

Poynton, Deanery Secretary  randadeanerysec@gmail.com  

News from the parishes 

A big thank you to everyone who helped with the Christmas Tree Festival including 
stewards, soup makers, tree decorators, kitchen hands, those who prayed with us, furniture 
movers, bakers, draw ticket sellers, concert goers, bar staff, donators and everyone who 
visited the church over the four days.  It was enjoyed by many and has made the church just 
over £4,000. Thank you! Rache 

Christmas Flowers at St Mary’s - any donations for Christmas flowers can be given to Sue 

Jones 



 

Coffee@St Mary’s - Saturday 4th December. 10am - 12 noon. There will be a cake and preserves 

stall.  

All welcome to our 2nd December Messy Church which will include a short 
Messy Christingle.  St Mary's 3.30pm onwards. We'd love to see you! 

It really helps if you can let us know if you are coming so we can plan what we 
need. Ring the office on 01989 562175 or email caroline@rossparishes.uk or 
book on Eventbrite. Caroline 

Advent Bible Study- With all the hubbub of Christmas, we can easily lose 

touch with the reality of the story of the birth of Christ.  Join us for a three-part series, filmed on 

location in the Holy Land, where you will discover the facts, see the places and be given many 

new insights to discuss with each other.  This group will meet on zoom from 7pm, Tuesdays 7, 14, 

and 21 December. Contact tiffany@rossparishes.uk to sign up and for the zoom link. 

Ross Penyard Singers - Classical concert at St Mary’s on Saturday 4th December at 7pm. Tickets 

available on 01989 750233 or on the door.  

Today’s Readings 

First Reading: 1 Thessalonians 3.9-end 

How can we thank God enough for you in return for all the joy that we feel before our God because of 
you? Night and day we pray most earnestly that we may see you face to face and restore whatever is 
lacking in your faith. 
Now may our God and Father himself and our Lord Jesus direct our way to you. And may the Lord 
make you increase and abound in love for one another and for all, just as we abound in love for 
you. And may he so strengthen your hearts in holiness that you may be blameless before our God and 
Father at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all his saints. 
 
Gospel Reading: Luke 21.25-36 

 ‘There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, and on the earth distress among nations 
confused by the roaring of the sea and the waves. People will faint from fear and foreboding of what 
is coming upon the world, for the powers of the heavens will be shaken. Then they will see “the Son of 
Man coming in a cloud” with power and great glory. Now when these things begin to take place, stand 
up and raise your heads, because your redemption is drawing near.’ 
Then he told them a parable: ‘Look at the fig tree and all the trees; as soon as they sprout leaves you 
can see for yourselves and know that summer is already near. So also, when you see these things 
taking place, you know that the kingdom of God is near. Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass 
away until all things have taken place. Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass 
away. 
‘Be on guard so that your hearts are not weighed down with dissipation and drunkenness and the 
worries of this life, and that day does not catch you unexpectedly, like a trap. For it will come upon all 
who live on the face of the whole earth. Be alert at all times, praying that you may have the strength 
to escape all these things that will take place, and to stand before the Son of Man.’ 

mailto:caroline@rossparishes.uk
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In our prayers this week, we pray for: 

Those who are ill … 
Barbara Waters, Peter Thacker,  
Rob Seabourn, Rosamund Skelton and  
all who are living with long term illnesses or 
challenges.  
Those infected and affected by Coronavirus. 

Those who have died … 
John Duncan, Val Allen, Miriam Edwards and 
Dorothy Kittner  

Those in our parishes … 

To befriend, partner and develop an 
inspirational culture that inspires faith, hope 
and love in our communities. 

For all who are isolated and lonely, for the ill 
and bereaved, and for perseverance and 
resilience for all.  

For staff and patients in  Ross Community  
Hospital. 

For all our schools, for head teachers, 
teachers and students  

For all businesses in Ross, Walford and 
Brampton Abbotts, for the prosperity of 
business in 2021, and for all who face 
anxious times. 

If you have a prayer request, email us. 
We would love to pray for you! 

This Sunday’s music for St Mary’s 

9.30 Sung Eucharist 

Setting: Mass of St Cedd - Nardone 
Matin Responsory: arr Palestrina 
Introit: 45 O come, O come, Emmanuel 
Gradual: 38 Hark, what a thrilling voice 
Offertory: 37 Hark what a sound 
Communion: A tender shoot - Goldschmidt 
Post Communion: 41 Lo, he comes with clouds 
 

6pm Choral Evensong 
Matin Responsory: arr Palestrina 
Introit: 39 Hills of the north, rejoice 
Responses: Smith 
Psalm: 25.1-9 
Hymn: 51 The Lord will come 
Canticles: Walmisley in D minor 
Anthem: O thou the central orb -Wood  
Hymn: 30 Come thou long expected Jesus 
Dismissal: Naylor (ferial) 

Prayer for today 

Almighty God, give us grace to cast away  

the works of darkness 

and to put on the armour of light, 

now in the time of this mortal life, 

in which your Son Jesus Christ came to us in  

great humility; that on the last day,  

when he shall come again in his glorious 

Majesty to judge the living and the dead,  

we may rise to the life immortal; 

through him who is alive and reigns with you,  

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. 

_______________________________________ 

Lighting the first Advent Candle 
President: Arise and be bold, good news of 

hope is here!  

All: The warm glow of God lightens our hearts.  


