
Today’s Services  

8am Live-streamed BCP Service at St Mary’s 
9.30am Live-streamed Eucharist Service at St Mary’s 
9.30am Parish Eucharist  at Walford 
11.30am Christening at Walford 

This week in the Ross Parishes: 

Everyday: 9am Morning Prayer - rossparishes.uk/morning-prayer                

Tuesday: 9am 11am Tea and Toast, St Mary Hall 
  9am 11am Community Larder, St Mary’s hall 
  2pm  Just B, Bereavement support group at St Mary’s 
 

Wednesday: 8.45 - 10.30am - Toddle and Toast at St Mary’s  
         12.30pm Funeral at St Mary’s 
        3.30pm Leaf youth group at St Mary’s Hall 
       

Thursday: 10am Eucharist - Ross (CW and also livestreamed) 
    12 noon Funeral at St Mary’s 
    3.30pm Youth Choir at St Mary’s 
 

Sunday 28th November    
8am Live-streamed BCP Service at St Mary’s 
9.30am Live-streamed Eucharist Service at St Mary’s 
10.30am for 11am Family Service at Walford 
11.30am Christening at St Mary’s 
6pm Choral Evensong at St Mary’s 

Sunday 21st November 
Christ the King 
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Letter from Sean 

The nave of St Mary’s is currently host to the sparkly forest that is our biennial Christmas 
Tree Festival. Since the last festival in November 2019, the COVID pandemic has changed the 
world, and I think that this year’s festival has a real poignancy as it brings light and festivity 
into lives that feel often fraught and fatigued right now. Each Christmas tree also represents 
a group of people who serve this community, and their work that makes a difference in 
peoples’ lives deserves to be celebrated. A profound “thank you” to all who have planned 
and worked so hard to deliver this year’s Festival! I am delighted that St Mary’s is being used 
as a touching point between the wider community, the Christian community, and God.  

Being a venue that offers such disparate and profound connections has its challenges, when 
for example, some wish to quietly connect with God, and others are connecting in a lively 
way with each another in one of our children’s groups! Such “clashes” can happen, but what 
we need to remember is that this space belongs to God and to all. It needs to be shared, and 
with grace.  

Our two Eucharistic services today need to share space with the Christmas Tree Festival, and 
this has resulted in a different style of service at our 9.30 service which I welcome. 
Christianity is properly an incarnational faith – it is a faith that is involved in human life, that 
rubs shoulders with people, and generously shares meals with a multitude. Speaking of 
clashes, I cannot be with you this weekend due to an early birthday present that cannot be 
used on any other weekend – tickets to the England vs South Africa rugby match at 
Twickenham!  

Today is the Feast Day of Christ the King in which we celebrate the authority and reign of the 
resurrected and ascended Christ over all Creation. (I recommend a look at the wonderful 
stained glass in the Markye Chapel.) With Christ as King, the future is in his hands – nothing 
will happen that is outside his will. From a “big picture” perspective, this is wonderfully 
reassuring. But as individuals we also remember the powerful image drawn from the prophet 
Isaiah that God’s people are “engraved on the palms of his hands”. You are known by name 
and loved by the God of all.  

 

Many blessings 

Sean 

 

 

News from the parishes 

An Advent Retreat with poetry and music. Watch live on Saturday 27th November, 10am-
1pm. With Esther De Waal, Gregory Cameron, Peter Graystone, Richard Carter and Rachel 
Mann. For more information and to book tickets  
https://www.churchtimes.co.uk/advent-retreat 
 
 

https://www.churchtimes.co.uk/advent-retreat


 

Advent Bible Study- With all the hubbub of Christmas, we can 

easily lose touch with the reality of the story of the birth of 

Christ.  Join us for a three-part series, filmed on location in the 

Holy Land, where you will discover the facts, see the places and 

be given many new insights to discuss with each other.  This 

group will meet on zoom from 7pm, Tuesdays 7, 14, and 21 

December. Contact tiffany@rossparishes.uk to sign up and for          

         the zoom link.  

 
 

Today’s Readings 

First Reading: Revelation 1.4b-8 

John to the seven churches that are in Asia: 
Grace to you and peace from him who is and who was and who is to come, and from the seven 
spirits who are before his throne, and from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn of the 
dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth. 
To him who loves us and freed us from our sins by his blood, and made us to be a kingdom, 
priests serving his God and Father, to him be glory and dominion for ever and ever. Amen. 
Look! He is coming with the clouds; 
   every eye will see him, 
even those who pierced him; 
   and on his account all the tribes of the earth will wail. 
So it is to be. Amen. 
‘I am the Alpha and the Omega’, says the Lord God, who is and who was and who is to come, 
the Almighty. 
 
 

Gospel Reading: Mark 13.1-8 

Then Pilate entered the headquarters again, summoned Jesus, and asked him, ‘Are you the King 

of the Jews?’ Jesus answered, ‘Do you ask this on your own, or did others tell you about 

me?’ Pilate replied, ‘I am not a Jew, am I? Your own nation and the chief priests have handed 

you over to me. What have you done?’ Jesus answered, ‘My kingdom is not from this world. If 

my kingdom were from this world, my followers would be fighting to keep me from being 

handed over to the Jews. But as it is, my kingdom is not from here.’ Pilate asked him, ‘So you 

are a king?’ Jesus answered, ‘You say that I am a king. For this I was born, and for this I came 

into the world, to testify to the truth. Everyone who belongs to the truth listens to my voice.’ 

 

 

 

mailto:tiffany@rossparishes.uk


In our prayers this week, we pray for: 

Those who are ill … 
Barbara Waters, Peter Thacker,  
Rob Seabourn, Rosamund Skelton and  
all who are living with long term illnesses or 
challenges.  
Those infected and affected by Coronavirus. 

Those who have died … 
Val Allen, Edward John Brain, Dorothy Kittner 
and Diana Freer 

Those in our parishes … 

To befriend, partner and develop an 
inspirational culture that inspires faith, hope 
and love in our communities. 

For all who are isolated and lonely, for the ill 
and bereaved, and for perseverance and 
resilience for all.  

For staff and patients in  Ross Community  
Hospital. 

For all our schools, for head teachers, 
teachers and students  

For all businesses in Ross, Walford and 
Brampton Abbotts, for the prosperity of 
business in 2021, and for all who face 
anxious times. 

If you have a prayer request, email us. 
We would love to pray for you! 

This Sunday’s music for St Mary’s 

9.30 Sung Eucharist 

Setting: Mass of St Thomas - Thorne 
Introit: 769 Rejoice the Lord is King 
Gradual: 563 Jesus Christ is waiting 
Offertory: 562 Inspired by love and anger 
Communion: I saw the grass - White (Sung 
by the Youth Choir) 
Post Communion: 667 I danced in the 
morning 
 

 

Prayer for today 

God the Father, 
help us to hear the call of Christ the King  
and to follow in his service, 
whose kingdom has no end; 
for he reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,  
one God, one glory. 
 

Post Communion Prayer 

Stir up, O Lord, 

the wills of your faithful people; 

that they, plenteously bringing forth the 

fruit of good works, 

may by you be plenteously rewarded; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 

 

 

 

Due to the increase in COVID infections in 
Herefordshire and generally in the UK, you 
are encouraged to sanitise your hands, 
wear a mask and observe social distancing 
when attending services in our church 
buildings. 


