
Today’s Services  

8am Live-streamed BCP Service at St Mary’s 
9.30am Live-streamed Eucharist Service at St Mary’s 
9.30am Matins - Walford 
11.30am Christening 
2pm Halloween Light Party - St Mary’s 
6pm All Souls Service - St Mary’s 

This week in the Ross Parishes: 

 

Everyday: 9am Morning Prayer - rossparishes.uk/morning-prayer                

Monday: 12 noon Prayers for St Mary’s, in church 

Tuesday: 9am-11am Tea and Toast, St Mary Hall 
  10am - 12 Signpost - St Mary’s 
    

Wednesday: 8.45 - 10.30am - Toddle and Toast at St Mary’s  
         11.15am Ponder and Pray, on zoom. Contact Freda for details 

Thursday: 10am Eucharist - Ross (CW and also livestreamed) 
    1pm Thursday Prayer Group - Zoom  
     3.30pm Messy Church @ St Mary’s 

Sunday 7th November 
8am Live-streamed BCP Communion Service - St Mary’s 
9.30am Live-streamed Confirmation and Eucharist Service - St Mary’s  
9.30am Parish Eucharist - Walford 
 

Sunday 31st October 
All Saints and All Souls 
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Letter from Derek 

We have had a considerable number of visitors from all parts of the country looking at our 
churches during the ‘staycation’ period but for local people for whom all three buildings are 
‘their’ church, it can be a journey of discovery. A family group from Ross visiting St.Mary’s 
recently asked for help in finding the hedgehogs on memorials and I too joined the hunt. 
However, I then found two half-acorns carved surreptitiously into the woodwork of the nave 
altar and the table at our welcoming point. These were the personal signature of our 
craftsman, Tim Hawkins. 

In carving this he was continuing a tradition followed by craftsmen across the ages, leaving a 
personal ‘signature’ on their work. These are not the same as an evident and often repeated, 
element, or motif, in a pattern, but discreetly carved, hidden from view and yet a marker, 
telling others of pride in making the object. 

This weekend we commemorate All Saints – a time of commemoration of past sacrifices and 
achievements by those leaders of Christian thinking and practice in their lifetime, whenever 
that may have been, and for whom the church has recognised their contribution.  We also 
recall the lives and influence of All Souls across the centuries and continents, but we usually 
think of those nearer to our own time, who, whilst not at all well-known, have been part of a 
family or community.  

Is there any distinction or ranking between Saints and Souls? In the public view this could be 
so, but there is a togetherness in that both have been part of the Christian family. 
Recognised as the saintly dedication of the building, or as a simple hidden craft mark, they 
are remembered for their contribution to the whole church.  

News from the parishes 

Due to the increase in COVID infections in Herefordshire and generally in the UK, you are 
encouraged to sanitise your hands, wear a mask and observe social distancing when 
attending services in our church buildings. 
 

Christmas Tree Festival – 20th – 23rd November. We need stewards for the four days of the 
festival to help our Church Welcomers.  If you are able to come for one or two 2 hour slots, 
please sign the list on the welcome table in St Mary’s or email rachel@rossparishes.uk. This 
is a major fundraising event so we do hope many will be able to help make it a great success. 
Rachel 
 

Coffee@StMary's  will be on Saturday 6th November in the church hall from 10am until 
noon. There will be homemade cake served with tea or coffee, plus a raffle and Traidcraft 
goods for sale. Bring your friends for delicious refreshments . This month Coffee@St Mary's 
will be run by Messy Church members, who look forward to welcoming you. 
 

Mothers Union will meeting in St. Mary's Church hall Wednesday 3 November 2pm. 
Margaret Willis 

Donations needed - items for a Christmas Food Hamper for the raffle at the Christmas Tree 

Festival at St Mary’s. Please leave donations with the church office. Freda 

 

mailto:rachel@rossparishes.uk


 

Christmas Wreath Workshop - 29th November 12.30-4pm. £20 per person, great value as all 
materials included. We need a minimum of 10  people to run this, so please sihn up as soon as 
you can. Sue Jones 565156 

Today’s Readings 

First Reading: Isaiah 25.6-9 

On this mountain the Lord of hosts will make for all peoples a feast of rich food, a feast of well-
matured wines, of rich food filled with marrow, of well-matured wines strained clear. And he will 
destroy on this mountain the shroud that is cast over all peoples,  the sheet that is spread over all 
nations; he will swallow up death for ever. Then the Lord God will wipe away the tears from all 
faces, and the disgrace of his people he will take away from all the earth, for the Lord has spoken. 
It will be said on that day, Lo, this is our God; we have waited for him, so that he might save 
us. This is the Lord for whom we have waited;  let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation. 
 

Second Reading: Revelation 21.1-6a 
Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth had passed 
away, and the sea was no more. And I saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of 
heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. And I heard a loud voice from the 
throne saying, ‘See, the home of God is among mortals. He will dwell with them; they will be his 
peoples, 
and God himself will be with them; he will wipe every tear from their eyes. Death will be no more; 
mourning and crying and pain will be no more, for the first things have passed away.’ 
And the one who was seated on the throne said, ‘See, I am making all things new.’ Also he said, 
‘Write this, for these words are trustworthy and true.’ Then he said to me, ‘It is done! I am the 
Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. To the thirsty I will give water as a gift from the 
spring of the water of life. 
 
 
Gospel Reading: John 11.32-44 

When Mary came where Jesus was and saw him, she knelt at his feet and said to him, ‘Lord, if you 
had been here, my brother would not have died.’ When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who 
came with her also weeping, he was greatly disturbed in spirit and deeply moved. He said, ‘Where 
have you laid him?’ They said to him, ‘Lord, come and see.’ Jesus began to weep. So the Jews said, 
‘See how he loved him!’ But some of them said, ‘Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind 
man have kept this man from dying?’ 
Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone was lying against 
it. Jesus said, ‘Take away the stone.’ Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to him, ‘Lord, already 
there is a stench because he has been dead for four days.’ Jesus said to her, ‘Did I not tell you that 
if you believed, you would see the glory of God?’ So they took away the stone. And Jesus looked 
upwards and said, ‘Father, I thank you for having heard me. I knew that you always hear me, but I 
have said this for the sake of the crowd standing here, so that they may believe that you sent 
me.’ When he had said this, he cried with a loud voice, ‘Lazarus, come out!’ The dead man came 
out, his hands and feet bound with strips of cloth, and his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to 
them, ‘Unbind him, and let him go.’ 

 

 



In our prayers this week, we pray for: 

Those who are ill … 
Barbara Waters, Peter  & Margaret Thacker,  
Rob Seabourn, Rosamund Skelton and  
Sheila Walshaw and all those infected and 
affected by Coronavirus. 

Those who have died … 
Angela Fowler, Diana Freer, Sheila Furnival, 
Elaine Vine and Edna Rouse 

Those in our parishes … 

To befriend, partner and develop an 
inspirational culture that inspires faith, hope 
and love in our communities. 

For all who are isolated and lonely, for the ill 
and bereaved, and for perseverance and 
resilience for all.  

For staff and patients in  Ross Community  
Hospital. 

For all our schools, for head teachers, 
teachers and students  

For all businesses in Ross, Walford and 
Brampton Abbotts, for the prosperity of 
business in 2021, and for all who face 
anxious times. 

If you have a prayer request, email us. 
We would love to pray for you! 

This Sunday’s music for St Mary’s 

9.30 Sung Eucharist 

Setting:  Mass of St Benedict - Margaret 
Rizza 
Introit: 296 For all the saints 
Gradual: 402 Now is the eternal life 
Offertory: 193 All heaven declares 
Communion: Give us the wings of faith - 
Bullock 
Post Communion:  300 Glory to you, O God 

 

6pm All Souls Service 

Please see separate order of service 

 

Prayer for today 

Almighty God, 

you have knit together your elect 

in one communion and fellowship 

in the mystical body of your Son Christ our 
Lord: 

grant us grace so to follow your blessed 
saints 

in all virtuous and godly living 

that we may come to those inexpressible 
joys 

that you have prepared for those who 
truly love you; 

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. 

 

 

 

 


