
Today’s Services  

8am Live-streamed BCP Service at St Mary’s 
9.30am Live-streamed Eucharist Service at St Mary’s 
11am Harvest Festival at Walford 
11.30am Baptism at St Mary’s 

This week in the Ross Parishes: 

Everyday: 9am Morning Prayer - rossparishes.uk/morning-prayer                

Tuesday: 9am-11am Tea and Toast, St Mary Hall 
  

Wednesday: 8.45am-10.30am - Toddle and Toast at St Mary’s 
       11.15am Ponder and Pray, via zoom. Contact Freda    
       3.30pm  Leaf  (a group for secondary school students to hang out, play games, 
and discuss life) at St Mary’s Hall  

Thursday: 10am Eucharist - Ross (Common Worship and also livestreamed) 
    11am Thursday Prayer Group - Zoom  
    12 noon Funeral Thelma Phillips 
    3.30pm Messy Church @ St Mary’s 
    3.30pm Youth Choir @ St Mary’s  

Friday: 3pm Wedding Rebecca Morgan and Timothy Alston at Walford  

Saturday: 7.30pm Gwent Chamber Orchestra at St Mary’s 

Sunday 10th October 
8am Live-streamed BCP Communion Service - St Mary’s 
9.30am Live-streamed Eucharist Service - St Mary’s  
9.30am Parish Eucharist - Walford 

Sunday 3rd October 
Eighteenth Sunday after Trinity 
 

We offer a warm welcome to  
everyone at our services today 
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Letter from Archdeacon Fiona 

Last month marked the events of September 11 – it feels unbelievable that 20 years have passed 
since this major world event happened. For those who lost friends and loved ones, the memory is 
still raw and our prayers are with all those who grieve. 
Most adults over the age of 30 will recount their story of exactly what they were doing and when 
they heard the news that fateful day. Just as generations before recounted their stories on 
hearing the news of the assassination of JFK and the death of Princess Diana.  
For me, it was an ordinary Tuesday in a primary school I was teaching at in north London. At the 
end of the school day, as normal, I took the children downstairs to be collected. The usual hubbub 
was missing. Parents looked grim. 
One said, “Isn’t it awful, Mrs Gibson?” 
I replied: “Isn’t what awful? I’ve been in the classroom all day.” 
The collective response: “Planes have crashed into the World Trade Center in New York.” 
We gathered as a staff in the school hall and put on the TV normally used for BBC Schools 
programmes. We went home, not fully understanding what was happening. 
I had choir practice that evening and went to the church hall as normal. None of us felt like 
singing, so we gathered in small groups and prayed. We comforted one another with words from 
the Bible: God is our refuge and strength, an ever-present help in trouble. 
That was 20 years ago, and we all know what followed. 
A generation has grown up since then, in a world marked by the events of that day. Other 
cataclysmic events have occurred too. And those words still hold true, as they always will: God is 
our refuge and strength, an ever-present help in trouble. 

News from the parishes 

Babyloss Remembrance Service, 15 October 2021 at 6:45-7pm. As a part of baby-loss awareness 

week, we will be having a short service of remembrance at St Mary’s. It will culminate in lighting 

candles as part of the wave of light. This service will be appropriate for anyone who has lost a 

baby at any point and those who grieve the inability or lack of opportunity to have children.  

Christmas Tree Festival – 19th – 23rd November. Pick up a form at the back of the church or use 
the link bit.ly/CTfestival21 to find out more and register to bring a tree. Please spread the word 
amongst friends, businesses and organisations. Rachel 

Wanted for Open The Book - An artificial or cardboard tree to go in the Garden of Eden!!! so that 
Eve can take the apple from it. If you can help please see Pauline Leggate. 

Flower Workshop - Ever wanted to have a go at flower arranging - looked at a pedestal and 
thought wow! Well now here is your chance. Monday 11th October 2-4pm at St Mary’s Church. 
£10 pp. See Sue Jones to sign up. 

The Order of St Ethelbert is awarded to those in the Diocese of Hereford who have given long 
and distinguished service to the diocese. Our parishes are wonderfully served by men and  
women who give selflessly of their time and skills and to uphold the life and ministry of our 
communities, and two such members of our own congregation, Dr Derek Glover and Mr Mark 
Sanderson will be awarded the Order of St Ethelbert by Bishop Richard Jackson on Sunday 10th 
October, at 3.30pm, at Hereford Cathedral. We congratulate them on their nomination which is 
so richly deserved.  

https://rossparishes.uk/news/christmas-tree-festival/


 

Messy Church @ St Mary’s this Thursday! Messy Church is on the first Thursday as usual 
between 3.30 and 4.30. Craft, activities, song, prayer, story, thought-starters, music, friends, food, 
fun for all ages! As we run up to the international CP26 meeting in Glasgow in November our 
theme is "Love God's World"! Members of St Mary's youth choirs will also be getting Messy with 
us! Help us plan by reserving places through the office or on Eventbrite. Caroline 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Today’s Readings 

First Reading: 2 Corinthians 8:1-5 

We want you to know, brothers and sisters, about the grace of God that has been granted to the 
churches of Macedonia; for during a severe ordeal of affliction, their abundant joy and their 
extreme poverty have overflowed in a wealth of generosity on their part. For, as I can testify, they 
voluntarily gave according to their means, and even beyond their means, begging us earnestly for 
the privilege of sharing in this ministry to the saints— and this, not merely as we expected; they 
gave themselves first to the Lord and, by the will of God, to us, 

Gospel Reading: Matthew 25:14-30 

“For it is as if a man, going on a journey, summoned his slaves and entrusted his property to them; 
to one he gave five talents, to another two, to another one, to each according to his ability. Then 
he went away. The one who had received the five talents went off at once and traded with them, 
and made five more talents. In the same way, the one who had the two talents made two more 
talents. But the one who had received the one talent went off and dug a hole in the ground and 
hid his master’s money. After a long time the master of those slaves came and settled accounts 
with them. Then the one who had received the five talents came forward, bringing five more 
talents, saying, ‘Master, you handed over to me five talents; see, I have made five more talents.’ 
His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a 
few things, I will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your master.’ And the one 
with the two talents also came forward, saying, ‘Master, you handed over to me two talents; see, I 
have made two more talents.’ His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you 
have been trustworthy in a few things, I will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of 
your master.’ Then the one who had received the one talent also came forward, saying, ‘Master, I 
knew that you were a harsh man, reaping where you did not sow, and gathering where you did not 
scatter seed; so I was afraid, and I went and hid your talent in the ground. Here you have what is 
yours.’ But his master replied, ‘You wicked and lazy slave! You knew, did you, that I reap where I 
did not sow, and gather where I did not scatter? Then you ought to have invested my money with 
the bankers, and on my return I would have received what was my own with interest. So take the 
talent from him, and give it to the one with the ten talents. For to all those who have, more will be 
given, and they will have an abundance; but from those who have nothing, even what they have 
will be taken away. As for this worthless slave, throw him into the outer darkness, where there will 
be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’ 

A snapshot of St Mary’s Finances 
Parish Offer £70,686 p.a.  
Insurance £7869 p.a. 
Heating and lighting so far in 2021 is £7094 
Current deficit £2000 p.m. 
Reserves run out in 12 – 18 months.  



In our prayers this week, we pray for: 

Those who are ill … 
Barbara Waters, Peter Thacker, Rob 
Seabourn, Rosamund Skelton and Sheila 
Walshaw and all those infected and affected 
by Coronavirus. 

Those who have died … 
Maida Hatch-Curtis, Joan Ball,  
Paul Scudamore and Thelma Phillips 

Those in our parishes … 

For Fiona and David as they prepare for the 
arrival of their angel baby. 

To befriend, partner and develop an 
inspirational culture that inspires faith, hope 
and love in our communities. 

For all who are isolated and lonely, for the ill 
and bereaved, and for perseverance and 
resilience for all.  

For staff and patients in  Ross Community  
Hospital. 

For all our schools, for head teachers, 
teachers and students  

For all businesses in Ross, Walford and 
Brampton Abbotts, for the prosperity of 
business in 2021, and for all who face 
anxious times. 

If you have a prayer request, email us. 
We would love to pray for you! 

This Sunday’s music for St Mary’s 

9.30 Sung Eucharist 

Setting: Mass of St Cedd - Nardone  
Introit: 547 O Lord of every shining 
constellation  
Gradual: Psalm 8 
Offertory: 445 God is here as we his people 
Communion: My eyes for beauty pine - 
Howells 
Post Communion:  394 Tell out, my soul 

 

 

Prayer for today 

Almighty and everlasting God, 

increase in us your gift of faith 

that, forsaking what lies behind 

and reaching out to that which is before,  

we may run the way  

of your commandments 

and win the crown of everlasting joy; 

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,  

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


