
Today’s Services  

8am Live-streamed BCP Service at St Mary’s 
9.30am Live-streamed Eucharist Service at St Mary’s 
10.30 for 11am Family Service - Walford 
4pm Come As You Are - St Mary’s 
6pm Choral Evensong - St Mary’s 

This week in the Ross Parishes: 

 

Everyday: 9am Morning Prayer - rossparishes.uk/morning-prayer                

Monday: 12 noon Prayers for St Mary’s, in church 

Tuesday: 9am-11am Tea and Toast, St Mary Hall 
  2.30pm Just B, Bereavement support group in St Mary’s  

Wednesday: 10am-11.30am - Toddle and Toast at St Mary’s (later time due to half term) 

Thursday: 10am Eucharist - Ross (CW and also livestreamed) 
    11am Thursday Prayer Group - Zoom  

Sunday 31st October 
8am Live-streamed BCP Communion Service - St Mary’s 
9.30am Live-streamed Eucharist Service - St Mary’s  
9.30am Matins - Walford 
11.30am Christening - St Mary’s 
2pm Halloween Light Party - St Mary’s 
6pm All Souls Service - St Mary’s 
 

Sunday 24th October 
Last Sunday after Trinity 
 

We offer a warm welcome to  
everyone at our services today 
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Letter from Freda 

As the nights draw in and the Michaelmas daisies are in full bloom in gardens there is little 
doubt that autumn has arrived. In the church calendar, autumn begins joyously with Harvest 
celebrations but as we move closer to November, we begin a period of remembering. 

Since 1919, the nation has remembered the fallen from the First World War on Armistice 
Day, November 11th. In 1945, the Sunday nearest to November 11th was designated 
Remembrance Sunday and, since then, special services have been held in the nation’s 
churches to remember all who have died in conflict.  

Recent research by the Church of England has shown that 1 in 4 of the population has been 
affected in some way by the death of someone close to them. Because of the Covid 
pandemic, many of us were not able to visit the dying or attend their funerals, so final 
farewells were left unsaid.  

In the church’s calendar, November 2nd is All Souls Day, a day to pray for and remember all 
those who have died. Traditionally, a special service is held on the Sunday nearest to 2nd 
November. This year, our service at St Mary’s will be on Sunday 31st October at 6pm. We 
hope that this service will provide a means for people to remember those they loved but see 
no longer and also give some comfort to those who are grieving at this time. The names of 
those who have died in the last three years will be read out during the service. If you would 
like to come and would like the name of your loved one read out, please let us know by 
contacting the parish office by email to administrator@rossparishes.uk or telephone Ross 
562175. Light refreshments will be available in church after the service. There will also be an 
opportunity to talk to one of our ministers or a member of our bereavement team in 
confidence should you wish to do so. 

Of course, our support for the bereaved continues throughout the year. For example, our 

‘Just B’ bereavement group meets in St Mary’s on the fourth Tuesday of the month from  

2.30pm, where there is an opportunity to chat over a cup of tea or to just be with others for 

a while. Please do join us if you would find this helpful.  

 

News from the parishes 

Due to the increase in COVID infections in Herefordshire and generally in the UK, you are 
encouraged to sanitise your hands, wear a mask and observe social distancing when 
attending services in our church buildings. 
 

Join us at St Mary's at 6pm on Sunday 31st October for our All- Souls Service to remember 
those we have loved and see no longer. Freda 

Christmas Tree Festival – 19th – 23rd November. Pick up a form at the back of the church or 
use the link bit.ly/CTfestival21 to find out more and register to bring a tree. Rachel 
 

If anyone has a one or two ring electric hot plate that I can borrow to heat a pan of soup on 
in church for the Christmas Tree Festival please give me a ring.  Colin. 01989 564536. 

 

mailto:administrator@rossparishes.uk
https://rossparishes.uk/news/christmas-tree-festival/


 

Halloween Light Party @ St Mary’s! On October 31st, 3-4:30pm, we will be having a family 
Halloween Light Party in partnership with Ross Baptist Church. Families are invited to dress up 
and join us for some light themed Halloween crafts, activities, and treats. We are also having 
a pumpkin carving contest- bring your pumpkin by 3pm on the day for judging and 
decorating!  Can you help us with this event? We need: people to help run the activities, 
setting up and clearing up, and lots and lots of carved pumpkins. Talk to Tiffany to 
volunteer. 
 

Pumpkin carving demo St Mary's 11am Saturday 30th October. Join us over a cuppa for a 
pumpkin carving demo by Alex with hints and tips to inspire us 
all! Come along to watch and chat (or bring your own pumpkin and 
equipment to carve your own. Children must be supervised by 
parent/guardian) More info from Caroline, Lex, or Alex.  
Caroline 07564 365200 

 

Today’s Readings 

First Reading: Hebrew 7.23-end 

Furthermore, the former priests were many in number, because they were prevented by 
death from continuing in office; but he holds his priesthood permanently, because he 
continues for ever. Consequently he is able for all time to save those who approach God 
through him, since he always lives to make intercession for them. 
For it was fitting that we should have such a high priest, holy, blameless, undefiled, separated 
from sinners, and exalted above the heavens. Unlike the other high priests, he has no need to 
offer sacrifices day after day, first for his own sins, and then for those of the people; this he 
did once for all when he offered himself. For the law appoints as high priests those who are 
subject to weakness, but the word of the oath, which came later than the law, appoints a Son 
who has been made perfect for ever. 
 

 
Gospel Reading: Mark 10.46-end 

They came to Jericho. As he and his disciples and a large crowd were leaving Jericho, 

Bartimaeus son of Timaeus, a blind beggar, was sitting by the roadside. When he heard that 

it was Jesus of Nazareth, he began to shout out and say, ‘Jesus, Son of David, have mercy 

on me!’ Many sternly ordered him to be quiet, but he cried out even more loudly, ‘Son of 

David, have mercy on me!’ Jesus stood still and said, ‘Call him here.’ And they called the blind 

man, saying to him, ‘Take heart; get up, he is calling you.’ So throwing off his cloak, he sprang 

up and came to Jesus. Then Jesus said to him, ‘What do you want me to do for you?’ The blind 

man said to him, ‘My teacher, let me see again.’ Jesus said to him, ‘Go; your faith has made 

you well.’ Immediately he regained his sight and followed him on the way. 

 

 



In our prayers this week, we pray for: 

Those who are ill … 
Barbara Waters, Peter  & Margaret Thacker,  
Rob Seabourn, Rosamund Skelton and  
Sheila Walshaw and all those infected and 
affected by Coronavirus. 

Those who have died … 
Sheila Furnival, Elaine Vine and Edna Rouse 

Those in our parishes … 

To befriend, partner and develop an 
inspirational culture that inspires faith, hope 
and love in our communities. 

For all who are isolated and lonely, for the ill 
and bereaved, and for perseverance and 
resilience for all.  

For staff and patients in  Ross Community  
Hospital. 

For all our schools, for head teachers, 
teachers and students  

For all businesses in Ross, Walford and 
Brampton Abbotts, for the prosperity of 
business in 2021, and for all who face 
anxious times. 

If you have a prayer request, email us. 
We would love to pray for you! 

This Sunday’s music for St Mary’s 

9.30 Sung Eucharist 

Setting:  Mass of St Benedict - Margaret 
Rizza 
Introit: 39 Hills of the north, rejoice 
Gradual: 421 All for Jesus 
Offertory: 598 Before the throne of God 
Communion: Be though my vision - Chilcott 
Post Communion:  813 Through the night 
of doubt 
 

6pm Choral Evensong 
Introit: 676 Immortal, invisible 
Responses: Sanders 
Psalm: 126 
Hymn: 780 Soldiers of Christ, arise 
Canticles: Stanford in C 
Anthem: Greater Love - Ireland 
Hymn: 238 Come down, O love divine 
Dismissal: Naylor (ferial) 

Eucharistic Prayer for the day is  
Prayer A (found on page 18)  

 

Prayer for today 

Blessed Lord,                                            

who caused all holy Scriptures to be 

written for our learning:  

help us so to hear them, 

to read, mark, learn and inwardly  

digest them 

that, through patience,  

and the comfort of your holy word, 

we may embrace and for ever hold fast 

the hope of everlasting life, 

which you have given us  

in our Saviour Jesus Christ, 

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. 

 


