
Today’s Services  

8am Live-streamed BCP Service at St Mary’s 
9.30am Live-streamed Eucharist Service at St Mary’s 
9.30am Parish Eucharist - Walford 
3.30pm Order of St Ethelbert Service at Hereford Cathedral where Dr Derek Glover and Mr 
Mark Sanderson will be awarded the Order of St Ethelbert by Bishop Richard Jackson  

 

This week in the Ross Parishes: 

Everyday: 9am Morning Prayer - rossparishes.uk/morning-prayer                

Monday: 12 noon Prayers for St Mary’s, in church 

Tuesday: 9am-11am Tea and Toast, St Mary Hall 
  

Wednesday: 8.45am-10.30am - Toddle and Toast at St Mary’s 
        3.30pm  Leaf  (a group for secondary school students to hang out, play games,    
        and discuss life) at St Mary’s Hall  

Thursday: 10am Eucharist - Ross (Common Worship and also livestreamed) 
    11am Thursday Prayer Group - Zoom  
    3.30pm Youth Choir @ St Mary’s  

Sunday 17th October 
8am Live-streamed BCP Communion Service - St Mary’s 
9.30am Live-streamed Eucharist Service - St Mary’s  
9.30am Parish Eucharist - Walford 
11am Outdoor Community Event - Brampton Abbotts 
2pm Baptism - St Mary’s 

Sunday 10th October 
Nineteenth Sunday after Trinity 
 

We offer a warm welcome to  
everyone at our services today 

Newsletter The Ross Parishes 
rossparishes.uk 

Ross-on-Wye 

Walford 

Brampton Abbotts  

growing inclusive, intergenerational churches that inspire faith, hope and love 

Rector & Rural Dean: Rev’d Sean Semple | 01989 562175 | sean@rossparishes.uk  ON LEAVE 
Curate: Rev’d Tiffany Jackson | tiffany@rossparishes.uk | 07881420823 (not Sat)  
Associate Priest:  Rev’d Canon Chris Blanchard | 01989 762368 | chris@rossparishes.uk  (Sun-Weds) 
Assistant Clergy:  Rev’d Colin Leggate | colin@rossparishes.uk  I 01989 564536 
 Rev’d Prebendary Caroline Pascoe | caroline@rossparishes.uk  
Reader: Canon Freda Davies | freda@rossparishes.uk  
Administrator: Louise Jarvis | 01989 562175 | administrator@rossparishes.uk  

https://rossparishes.uk/morning-prayer


Letter from Sean 

During the last week we have been reflecting on the financial situation of St Mary’s, Ross-on-Wye. 
While it is only one of the parishes of our benefice, it is our market-town church, and a significant 
parish in our Deanery and Diocese. To hear that it is facing financial difficulties – an unsustainable 
deficit of £2000 per month that will burn up our operating reserves in 12 – 18 months – will be a 
shock to many who see a well-loved building, and a busy and growing church. But all that we 
value here, including the wonderful new initiatives aimed at young people and families, needs 
financial resourcing.  

I realise that this is slightly counter-intuitive. One might imagine that a growing church would 
mean growing finances, and I believe that will be the case in time. But right now the areas of 
growth are occurring in places where we need to give before we can receive. (As an aside, if 
anyone has ever needed to feed a teenager, you will know how much resourcing is required 
during growth spurts!) According to Matthew Chapter 25, one must take calculated risks with 
one’s “talents” to grow them. In business, there is the maxim about spending money in order to 
make money. Such leaps of faith take wisdom and courage.  

We are all facing rises in the cost of living and so we need to be sensible and careful in terms of 
our generosity. But it needs saying again that St Mary’s – like all other Church of England churches 
– doesn’t receive a penny from anywhere else except the voluntary donations or fundraising of 
the congregation. The bottom line is – do we believe St Mary’s is worth investing in? Is it, as a 
parish church, doing all it can to be a positive and generous Christian presence in this community? 
And if so, should our commitment to Christ not show itself in a commitment to resourcing his 
work here?  

Please consider prioritising your local church above other nationally resourced charities with big 
advertising budgets. Please think of leaving a legacy. Please look at joining the Parish Giving 
Scheme and consider giving regularly to St Mary’s. Please help us with fundraising ideas and the 
execution of these ideas. Roy Milnes, our treasurer, and I am available to discuss any of these 
options with you.  

Thank you to all who do give sacrificially and generously. You are an example and inspiration.  

Your friend and Rector, 

Sean 

 

 

 
 

News from the parishes 

Babyloss Remembrance Service, 15 October 2021 at 6:45-7pm. As a part of baby-loss awareness 

week, we will be having a short service of remembrance at St Mary’s. It will culminate in lighting 

candles as part of the wave of light. This service will be appropriate for anyone who has lost a 

baby at any point and those who grieve the inability or lack of opportunity to have children.  

Christmas Tree Festival – 19th – 23rd November. Pick up a form at the back of the church or use 
the link bit.ly/CTfestival21 to find out more and register to bring a tree. Rachel 

 

A snapshot of St Mary’s Finances 
Parish Offer £70,686 p.a.  
Insurance £7869 p.a. 
Heating and lighting so far in 2021 is £7094 
Current deficit £2000 p.m. 
Reserves run out in 12 – 18 months.  

https://rossparishes.uk/news/christmas-tree-festival/


 

Ross Meeting Centre/Dementia Friends - a local service for people with mid/moderate dementia. 
Wednesday from 11am-3pm. Christ Church, Edde Cross Street. £10 per session per member and 
carer (includes a simple lunch) 07498 032 839. 

Mental Health Well-Being Support Group - 9.30-11am every Monday at St Mary’s Church Hall.  

Sean will be on leave from 12th October and returns on Monday 25th October. Please contact 
Tiffany or the office. 

Coffee@St Mary's raised £83.20 last Saturday in spite of it being a horrid, wet morning. Thanks 

to all who turned out, and especially the Berkeley Mews Bible Study group for hosting it. 

Nick and Janet will be giving a Presentation on the St Thomas Way on Saturday October 23rd at 

7pm in St Mary’s Church. Come and find out about the origin, and places en route. Tickets £6, to 

include a glass of wine, available after church, from Janet & Nick, or at the door. 

 

Today’s Readings 

First Reading: Amos 5.6-7, 10-15 

Seek the Lord and live, or he will break out against the house of Joseph like fire, and it will devour 
Bethel, with no one to quench it. Ah, you that turn justice to wormwood, and bring righteousness to 
the ground! 
They hate the one who reproves in the gate, and they abhor the one who speaks the truth. Therefore, 
because you trample on the poor and take from them levies of grain, you have built houses of 
hewn stone, but you shall not live in them; you have planted pleasant vineyards, but you shall not drink 
their wine. For I know how many are your transgressions, and how great are your sins - you who afflict 
the righteous, who take a bribe, and push aside the needy in the gate. Therefore the prudent will keep 
silent in such a time; for it is an evil time. Seek good and not evil, that you may live; and so the Lord, the 
God of hosts, will be with you, just as you have said. Hate evil and love good, and establish justice in the 
gate; it may be that the Lord, the God of hosts, will be gracious to the remnant of Joseph. 
 

Gospel Reading: Mark 10.17-31 

As he was setting out on a journey, a man ran up and knelt before him, and asked him, ‘Good Teacher, 
what must I do to inherit eternal life?’ Jesus said to him, ‘Why do you call me good? No one is good but 
God alone. You know the commandments: “You shall not murder; You shall not commit adultery; You 
shall not steal; You shall not bear false witness; You shall not defraud; Honour your father and 
mother.” ’ He said to him, ‘Teacher, I have kept all these since my youth.’ Jesus, looking at him, loved 
him and said, ‘You lack one thing; go, sell what you own, and give the money to the poor, and you will 
have treasure in heaven; then come, follow me.’ When he heard this, he was shocked and went away 
grieving, for he had many possessions. 
Then Jesus looked around and said to his disciples, ‘How hard it will be for those who have wealth to 
enter the kingdom of God!’ And the disciples were perplexed at these words. But Jesus said to them 
again, ‘Children, how hard it is to enter the kingdom of God! It is easier for a camel to go through the 
eye of a needle than for someone who is rich to enter the kingdom of God.’ They were greatly 
astounded and said to one another, ‘Then who can be saved?’ Jesus looked at them and said, ‘For 
mortals it is impossible, but not for God; for God all things are possible.’ 
Peter began to say to him, ‘Look, we have left everything and followed you.’ Jesus said, ‘Truly I tell you, 
there is no one who has left house or brothers or sisters or mother or father or children or fields, for my 
sake and for the sake of the good news, who will not receive a hundredfold now in this age—houses, 
brothers and sisters, mothers and children, and fields, with persecutions—and in the age to come 
eternal life. But many who are first will be last, and the last will be first.’ 
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In our prayers this week, we pray for: 

Those who are ill … 
Barbara Waters, Peter  & Margaret Thacker,  
Rob Seabourn, Rosamund Skelton and  
Sheila Walshaw and all those infected and 
affected by Coronavirus. 

Those who have died … 
Baby Rowan Meredith Jenkins,  
Maida Hatch-Curtis and Joan Ball  
 

Those in our parishes … 

To befriend, partner and develop an 
inspirational culture that inspires faith, hope 
and love in our communities. 

For all who are isolated and lonely, for the ill 
and bereaved, and for perseverance and 
resilience for all.  

For staff and patients in  Ross Community  
Hospital. 

For all our schools, for head teachers, 
teachers and students  

For all businesses in Ross, Walford and 
Brampton Abbotts, for the prosperity of 
business in 2021, and for all who face 
anxious times. 

If you have a prayer request, email us. 
We would love to pray for you! 

This Sunday’s music for St Mary’s 

9.30 Sung Eucharist 

Setting:  Mass of St Benedict - Rizza 
Introit: 453 Lord enthroned in heavenly 
splendour 
Gradual: 562Inspired by love and anger 
Offertory: 787 Take my life, and let it be 
Communion: Blessed is he that considereth 
the poor and needy - Wise 
Post Communion:  748 O Jesus, I have 
promised 

 

 

Prayer for today 

O God, forasmuch as without you 

we are not able to please you; 

mercifully grant that your Holy Spirit 

may in all things direct  

and rule our hearts; 

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,  

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


