
Today’s Services  

8am Live-streamed BCP Service at St Mary’s 
9.30am Live-streamed Benefice Eucharist Service at St Mary’s 
9.30am Parish Eucharist at Walford 
11am Baptism at Walford 
12.30pm Royal British Legion Merchant Navy Service at Walford 

This week in the Ross Parishes: 

Everyday: 9am Morning Prayer - rossparishes.uk/morning-prayer 
                   h-Art at St Mary’s  

Tuesday  
9am-11am Tea and Toast, St Mary Hall 
 

Wednesday   
8.45am-10.30am - Toddle and Toast at St Mary’s 
 

Thursday    
10am Eucharist - Ross (Common Worship and also livestreamed) 
11am Thursday Prayer Group - Zoom  

Saturday 
2 pm Wedding, St Mary’s 

Sunday 12th September 
8am Live-streamed BCP Communion Service - St Mary’s 
9.30am Live-streamed Eucharist Service - St Mary’s  
11am Family Service - Walford 
11.30am Baptism - St Mary’s 

Sunday 5th September 
Fourteenth Sunday after Trinity 
 

We offer a warm welcome to  
everyone at our services today 
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Reader: Canon Freda Davies | freda@rossparishes.uk  
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https://rossparishes.uk/morning-prayer


Letter from Bishop Richard 

September is often the month when refreshed by our summer holidays, we hit the ground 
running. Given that most of us left full time education a while ago, it is slightly odd that 
September still feels like a sort of new year. These patterns can become entrenched.  We do 
things habitually, even though the reason we started doing them that way has long since 
passed.  The Mothers Union in my curacy church refused to meet at any other time than 2:00 
pm in the afternoon.  Given that most were over 80, the reason that they had to leave at 
3:00 pm was to pick the children up from school, it all seemed rather curious. 
 

We are creatures of habit, especially in matters of faith and worship.  That applies whether 
we love the BCP or singing modern worship songs.  We find what works for us and hold on to 
it tightly.   Words from the Old Testament Prophet Isaiah that God is ‘doing a new thing! Now 
it springs up, do you not perceive it,” can cut little ice. But God’s new thing is always rooted 
in his past dealings with us.  He doesn’t change, but our context and culture does.  If he 
encourages us to change, it is not for the sake of novelty, but to ensure that the timeless 
message of the Gospel can be heard afresh by each new generation. The glory of the church 
is that it looks very different according to the culture in which it is placed.  Our Tanzanian 
friends have different churches to ours, as do our friends in Nuremberg. Our challenge, as we 
look forward, is that our church (the Church of England) is by and large perfectly designed to 
minister to a culture that no longer exists.  What we need to become to be the Church that 
fruitfully ministers to our contemporaries is something else, it is a journey we embark on 
together.  We seek to discern God’s guidance, but it is a road we must travel. 
 
+Richard 
 

News from the parishes 

Advanced notice - Ploughman's Harvest Festival lunch, Sunday 26th September, 1pm at St 
Mary’s. Tickets are £5 and available from the Church Office.  

Confirmation classes will begin on the 20th September until the 1st November, from 7.30 – 

8.30 pm in the Rector’s Study at the Rectory. 

New Youth Choir for St Mary’s – As part of our commitment to building it back better we’re 
hoping to launch a new you choir at a special taster event on Saturday 18th September, 2-4 
pm. If you know of anyone who might be interested, please get them to come along. Full 
details at https://rossparishes.uk/youth-choir There are some flyers and posters available at 
the back of church, please take as many as you can distribute or display. If you use social 
media please like / share the post that will be appearing very shortly. 

Our next Alpha course will start on the 28th September 2021 in St Mary’s Church at 7pm. 
You may have heard how this Course has inspired many people, and now there is an 
opportunity for you to experience it yourself – or be part of the team that help host it. Alpha 
will run for 8 weeks until the end of November. All are welcome, and if you would simply like 
to support Alpha perhaps you could help with catering, or welcoming, or washing up, or 
marketing or making a donation. All these are ways of inspiring faith in others. Please contact 
Lou in the Office if you would like to attend Alpha or  be part of the support team.  

https://rossparishes.uk/youth-choir


 

Laurence John will be giving an organ recital at Hereford Cathedral this Tuesday, 7 
September, at 1.15pm. Seats can be reserved from the cathedral website: 
www.herefordcathedral.org/organ-concerts. Laurence hopes to see lots of familiar faces 
there! 

At the 5 September Climate Sunday service, the commitments made by 1800+ churches 
across all four nations of the UK will be presented to the UK Government and wider Church. 
So too will the Time is Now declaration, with the list of all churches who have signed it. 
Register here to join us for the service, a live broadcast from Glasgow Cathedral 

 

Today’s Readings 

First Reading:  James 2.1-10, 14-17 
My brothers and sisters, do you with your acts of favouritism really believe in our glorious Lord 
Jesus Christ? For if a person with gold rings and in fine clothes comes into your assembly, and if a 
poor person in dirty clothes also comes in, and if you take notice of the one wearing the fine 
clothes and say, ‘Have a seat here, please’, while to the one who is poor you say, ‘Stand there’, or, 
‘Sit at my feet’, have you not made distinctions among yourselves, and become judges with evil 
thoughts? Listen, my beloved brothers and sisters. Has not God chosen the poor in the world to be 
rich in faith and to be heirs of the kingdom that he has promised to those who love him? But you 
have dishonoured the poor. Is it not the rich who oppress you? Is it not they who drag you into 
court? Is it not they who blaspheme the excellent name that was invoked over you? 
You do well if you really fulfil the royal law according to the scripture, ‘You shall love your 
neighbour as yourself.’ But if you show partiality, you commit sin and are convicted by the law as 
transgressors. For whoever keeps the whole law but fails in one point has become accountable for 
all of it. 
What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if you say you have faith but do not have works? Can faith 
save you? If a brother or sister is naked and lacks daily food, and one of you says to them, ‘Go in 
peace; keep warm and eat your fill’, and yet you do not supply their bodily needs, what is the good 
of that? So faith by itself, if it has no works, is dead. 
 

Gospel Reading: Mark 7.24-end 
From there he set out and went away to the region of Tyre. He entered a house and did not want 
anyone to know he was there. Yet he could not escape notice, but a woman whose little daughter 
had an unclean spirit immediately heard about him, and she came and bowed down at his 
feet. Now the woman was a Gentile, of Syrophoenician origin. She begged him to cast the demon 
out of her daughter. He said to her, ‘Let the children be fed first, for it is not fair to take the 
children’s food and throw it to the dogs.’ But she answered him, ‘Sir, even the dogs under the 
table eat the children’s crumbs.’ Then he said to her, ‘For saying that, you may go—the demon has 
left your daughter.’ So she went home, found the child lying on the bed, and the demon gone. 
Then he returned from the region of Tyre, and went by way of Sidon towards the Sea of Galilee, in 
the region of the Decapolis. They brought to him a deaf man who had an impediment in his 
speech; and they begged him to lay his hand on him. He took him aside in private, away from the 
crowd, and put his fingers into his ears, and he spat and touched his tongue. Then looking up to 
heaven, he sighed and said to him, ‘Ephphatha’, that is, ‘Be opened.’ And immediately his ears 
were opened, his tongue was released, and he spoke plainly. Then Jesus ordered them to tell no 
one; but the more he ordered them, the more zealously they proclaimed it. They were astounded 
beyond measure, saying, ‘He has done everything well; he even makes the deaf to hear and the 
mute to speak.’ 

http://www.herefordcathedral.org/organ-concerts
https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Farocha.us14.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D69f4c1083320061706fe47874%26id%3Ddc86b12ee6%26e%3Dd0fe7ec461&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cfcff8f9aea774583c98e08d96ccd7998%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaa


In our prayers this week, we pray for: 

Those who are ill … 
Peter Thacker, Meryl Bedford, Rob 
Seabourn, Rosamund Skelton and Sheila 
Walshaw and all those infected and affected 
by Coronavirus. 

Those who have died … 
 

Those in our parishes … 
For Fiona and David as they prepare for the 
arrival of their angel baby. 

To befriend, partner and develop an 
inspirational culture that inspires faith, hope 
and love in our communities. 

For all who are isolated and lonely, for the ill 
and bereaved, and for perseverance and 
resilience for all.  

For staff and patients in  Ross Community  
Hospital. 

For all our schools, for head teachers, 
teachers and students  as they start back to 
school. 

For all businesses in Ross, Walford and 
Brampton Abbotts, for the prosperity of 
business in 2021, and for all who face 
anxious times. 

If you have a prayer request, email us. 
We would love to pray for you! 

This Sunday’s music for St Mary’s 

9.30 Sung Eucharist 

Setting: Mass of St Cedd - Nardone 
Introit: 357 All people that on earth do 
dwell 
Gradual: Psalm 146 
Offertory: 635 For the healing of the 
nations 
Communion: Be still for the presence of 
the Lord - Evans/Hughes 
Post Communion: 742   O for a thousand 
tongues  

 

Prayer for today 

Almighty God, 

whose only Son has opened for us 

a new and living way into your presence: 

give us pure hearts and steadfast wills 

to worship you in spirit and in truth; 

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,  

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. 

Amen 

 


