
Today’s Services  

8am Live-streamed BCP Service at St Mary’s 
9.30am Live-streamed Eucharist Service at St Mary’s 
9.30am Parish Eucharist at Walford 
10.45am Baptism at St Mary’s 
11.30am Baptism at Walford 
12 noon RBL Centenary Service at St Mary’s 
2pm Baptism at St Mary’s 

This week in the Ross Parishes: 

Everyday: 9am Morning Prayer - rossparishes.uk/morning-prayer                

Tuesday: 9am-11am Tea and Toast, St Mary Hall  

Wednesday: 8.45am-10.30am - Toddle and Toast at St Mary’s 
       11.15am Ponder and Pray - contact Freda 

Thursday: 10am Eucharist - Ross (Common Worship and also livestreamed) 
    11am Thursday Prayer Group - Zoom  

Saturday: 2pm Baptism at St Mary’s 

Sunday 26th September 
8am Live-streamed BCP Communion Service - St Mary’s 
9.30am Live-streamed Eucharist Service - St Mary’s  
11am Family Service at Walford 
11.15am Patronal Festival Service at Brampton Abbotts 
11.30am Baptism  - Ross 
4pm Come As You Are - St Mary’s 
6pm Evensong at St Mary’s 

Sunday 19th September 
Sixteenth Sunday after Trinity 
 

We offer a warm welcome to  
everyone at our services today 
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Letter from Colin 

Last Thursday some of the residents of Merrivale dug up the lovely summer flowers in our 
Community Flower Bed; an occasion each year that brings out frustration and even anger 
that beautiful colourful flowers are being destroyed when they have plenty of life left in 
them. But go they must to give the winter plants time to grow good roots before the really 
cold damp weather sets in. An example of a not good action conducted for the greater good! 

However Merrivale is a tiny operation compared to the Old Gloucester Road Community 
Allotment. There, nothing is ripped out before its time and fruit flowers and vegetables all 
come to their best and are then eaten or displayed as God intended in his gift of creation. Yet 
every Friday morning we find the most exotic vegetables being given away. Short dated 
produce from our local supermarkets, produce that could never be grown in Ross, produce 
that our forefathers would probably not recognise, produce with very many air miles 
attached to it; but if the Allotment don’t distribute it then off  it goes to landfill instead of 
being eaten. Another example of contributing to the greater good!  

In today’s reading James reminds us that goodness is the harvest that is produced from the 
seeds the peacemaker plants in peace. An agricultural statement illustrating our spiritual life. 
So I give you another two. 

First, Merrivale are moving on to a bed of drought resistant plants, no more big “summer” 
and “winter” upheaval, no more anger and frustration, a peaceful contribution to climate 
change. Can you change your life, settle down and be a source of peace to your community? 

Second, Old Gloucester Road Community Allotment  have control over what they plant and 
do so with the everyday, even mundane vegetables and fruit that are suited to our climate. 
But faced with helping reduce landfill they will organise the distribution of produce that 
would be better off not even being here. Can you change your life to help those who have let 
themselves be overstretched? 

Please be a peacemaker 

News from the parishes 

Youth Choir helpers please – We need a group of adults willing to come along to these 
rehearsals which take place on Thursday afternoons, 3.30-5 pm. The duties are very light, we 
really just need a second responsible (and eventually DBS checked) adult in the building. 
Please let Mark know if you are willing to help from time to time. mark@rossparishes.uk  

Christmas Tree Festival – 19th – 23rd November. Pick up a form at the back of the church or 
use the link bit.ly/CTfestival21 to find out more and register to bring a tree. Please spread 
the word amongst friends, businesses and organisations. Rachel 

h.Art Week @ St Mary’s – A big thank you to everyone who helped with h.Art last week. We 
displayed the works of 10 local artists, welcomed nearly 1,200 visitors, served approx. 240 
drinks and 170 slices of cake raising £500, as well as hosting two weddings and a baptism, 
not forgetting our regular services!  Both holiday makers and locals appeared to appreciate 
the way the church was so accommodating and friendly – all of this, thanks to you all.  Rachel 

 

mailto:mark@rossparishes.uk
https://rossparishes.uk/news/christmas-tree-festival/


 

September 2021 100 Club Draw has taken place and the winners are: 1st Prize   Betty 
Beddows  2nd Prize  Richard Mayo   3td Prize Anna Constance 

Flicks in the Sticks are hoping to start in October on the second Tuesday every month. Our 

film on Tuesday 12th October is to be ‘Little Women’ and tickets are £5. William Hazelton 

Alpha is starting at 7pm on Tuesday 28th September, please can you pray at the time of the 

course each week or during your daily prayers 

Advanced notice - Ploughman's Harvest Festival lunch, Sunday 26th September, 1pm at St 
Mary’s. Tickets are £5 and available from the Church Office and after the 9.30am service in 
St Mary’s today  

Confirmation classes will begin on the 20th September until the 1st November, from 7.30 – 

8.30 pm in the Rector’s Study at the Rectory. 

Wanted for Open The Book - An artificial or cardboard tree to go in the Garden of Eden!!! so 
that Eve can take the apple from it. If you can help please see Pauline Leggate. 

“Churches as Heritage” – a talk by John Handby of the Herefordshire Historic Churches 
Trust. Wednesday 29th September, 7pm in St Mary’s Hall. This is, in fact, the Friends of St 
Mary’s AGM but the meeting itself will be over quite quickly and the talk will be the main 
item of business after a glass of wine. All are welcome, “Friend” or not and the event is free of 
charge. MS 

Walford Harvest Festival will be on Sunday October 3rd at 11.00am followed by a 
Ploughman’s lunch. Further details next week. All welcome!  

Flower Workshop - Ever wanted to have a go at flower arranging - looked at a pedestal and 
thought wow! Well now here is your chance. Monday 11th October 2-4pm at St Mary’s 
Church. £10 pp. See Sue Jones to sign up. 

 

Today’s Readings 

First Reading:  James 3.13-4.3, 7-8a 
Who is wise and understanding among you? Show by your good life that your works are done with 
gentleness born of wisdom. But if you have bitter envy and selfish ambition in your hearts, do not 
be boastful and false to the truth. Such wisdom does not come down from above, but is earthly, 
unspiritual, devilish. For where there is envy and selfish ambition, there will also be disorder and 
wickedness of every kind. But the wisdom from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, willing 
to yield, full of mercy and good fruits, without a trace of partiality or hypocrisy. And a harvest of 
righteousness is sown in peace for those who make peace. 
Those conflicts and disputes among you, where do they come from? Do they not come from your 
cravings that are at war within you? You want something and do not have it; so you commit 
murder. And you covet something and cannot obtain it; so you engage in disputes and conflicts. 
You do not have, because you do not ask. You ask and do not receive, because you ask wrongly, in 
order to spend what you get on your pleasures. 
Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. Draw near to God, 
and he will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners, and purify your hearts, you  
double-minded. 
 



In our prayers this week, we pray for: 

Those who are ill … 
Peter Thacker, Rob Seabourn, Rosamund 
Skelton and Sheila Walshaw and all those 
infected and affected by Coronavirus. 

Those who have died … 
Thelma Phillips 

Those in our parishes … 

For Fiona and David as they prepare for the 
arrival of their angel baby. 

To befriend, partner and develop an 
inspirational culture that inspires faith, hope 
and love in our communities. 

For all who are isolated and lonely, for the ill 
and bereaved, and for perseverance and 
resilience for all.  

For staff and patients in  Ross Community  
Hospital. 

For all our schools, for head teachers, 
teachers and students as they start back to 
school. 

For all businesses in Ross, Walford and 
Brampton Abbotts, for the prosperity of 
business in 2021, and for all who face 
anxious times. 

If you have a prayer request, email us. 
We would love to pray for you! 

This Sunday’s music for St Mary’s 

9.30 Sung Eucharist 

Setting: Mass of St Thomas - Thorne 
Introit: 445 God is here! As we his people 
Gradual: Psalm 54 
Offertory: 258 O thou who camest from 
above 
Communion: There’s a wideness - Bevan 
Post Communion: 51 The Lord will come 
and not be slow 

Prayer for today 

Lord of creation, 

whose glory is around and within us: 

open our eyes to your wonders, 

that we may serve you with reverence 

and know your peace at our lives’ end, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen 

 

Gospel Reading: Mark 9.30-37 
They went on from there and passed through 
Galilee. He did not want anyone to know 
it; for he was teaching his disciples, saying to 
them, ‘The Son of Man is to be betrayed into 
human hands, and they will kill him, and three 
days after being killed, he will rise again.’ But 
they did not understand what he was saying 
and were afraid to ask him. 
Then they came to Capernaum; and when he 
was in the house he asked them, ‘What were 
you arguing about on the way?’ But they were 
silent, for on the way they had argued with 
one another about who was the greatest. He 
sat down, called the twelve, and said to them, 
‘Whoever wants to be first must be last of all 
and servant of all.’ Then he took a little child 
and put it among them; and taking it in his 
arms, he said to them, ‘Whoever welcomes 
one such child in my name welcomes me, and 
whoever welcomes me welcomes not me but 
the one who sent me.’ 


