
Today’s Services  

8am Live-streamed BCP Service at St Mary’s 
9.30am Live-streamed Eucharist Service at St Mary’s 
11am Family Service at Walford 
11.30am Baptism at St Mary’s 
6pm Evensong at St Mary’s 

This week in the Ross Parishes: 

Everyday: 9am Morning Prayer - rossparishes.uk/morning-prayer 
                    

Tuesday  
9am-11am Tea and Toast, St Mary Hall 

Wednesday   
8.45am-10.30am - Toddle and Toast at St Mary’s 
11.15am Ponder and Pray via zoom. Contact Freda  

Thursday    
10am Eucharist - Ross (Common Worship and also livestreamed) 
11am Thursday Prayer Group - Zoom  

Sunday 19th September 
8am Live-streamed BCP Communion Service - St Mary’s 
9.30am Live-streamed Eucharist Service - St Mary’s  
9.30am Parish Service at Walford 
10.45am Baptism - St Mary’s 
11.30am Baptism  - Walford 
12.30pm RBL Centenary Service at St Mary’s 
2pm Baptism - St Mary’s 

Sunday 12th September 
Fifteenth Sunday after Trinity 
 

We offer a warm welcome to  
everyone at our services today 
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Letter from Sean 

Our summer has brought with it a welcome return to a sense of normality – we have seen 
family and friends, and have travelled and enjoyed activities that were impossible due to the 
pandemic. Our church services have also begun to return to something like they were in 
early 2020, and it is really heartening to see full naves and to hear voices raised in worship.  

As we look forward to the last months of 2021, we are going to be very busy. St Mary’s will 
host a wonderful number of baptisms; we have weddings and art exhibitions, Harvest, 
Remembrance-tide and then Christmas. Walford is re-establishing its in-person Sunday 
services, and in Brampton Abbotts we are thinking through what services will look like for the 
remainder of 2021.  

In this busyness we will need to consolidate much that has been disrupted by the pandemic, 
and also build up, not necessarily what we had prior to COVID-19, but what we need now to 
fulfil our vision of inspiring faith, hope and love to our three communities.  

A priority will be to join up and connect each part of our church and benefice life more 
effectively. Thus, Toast and Toddle, and Paddle and Praise should naturally point young 
families to Messy Church and Family Services at Walford; which should point older children 
to LEAF and St Mary’s Youth Choir, which might point them to Confirmation, and all should 
be pointing in some way to other relevant church activities and Sunday worship, including 
Come As You Are, Forest Church or Evensong. Similarly, all these activities should also make 
people aware of our discipleship initiatives such as Alpha or Bible Studies; and forms of 
mission and outreach such as our ministry to schools (e.g. Open the Book) and retirement 
homes, and “Just B” our bereavement group.  And through all these initiatives, we must be 
pointing directly to our Lord, Jesus Christ.  

People in our communities need to be pointed to Jesus through our social media posts, 
through initiatives like EcoChurch, perhaps through initiatives to provide Christian care and 
services to the new housing developments, but above all, through our lives lived in a 
Christlike manner. 

In Acts Chapter 2, when Peter preaches to the crowd on the day of Pentecost he quotes Joel, 
“…your young men will see visions, your old men will dream dreams…” I am convinced that 
God is calling us be visionary people excited by the vision we have received from God, whose 
belief in that vision is contagious and draws new disciples to work with God in inspiring new 
faith, new hope and new love in our communities.  

News from the parishes 

A big thank you to everyone who sponsored us for the St Thomas Way. We raised the 
amazing sum of just over £3000. For those who want to know more about the route, we shall 
be making a presentation towards the end of October - watch out for details. Nick & Janet 
Nelson 

Alpha is starting at 7pm on Tuesday 28th September, please can you pray at the time of 

the course each week or during your daily prayers 

Advanced notice - Ploughman's Harvest Festival lunch, Sunday 26th September, 1pm at St 
Mary’s. Tickets are £5 and available from the Church Office.  



 

Confirmation classes will begin on the 20th September until the 1st November, from 7.30 – 

8.30 pm in the Rector’s Study at the Rectory. 

 

Today’s Readings 

First Reading:  James 3.1-12 

Not many of you should become teachers, my brothers and sisters, for you know that we who 
teach will be judged with greater strictness. For all of us make many mistakes. Anyone who 
makes no mistakes in speaking is perfect, able to keep the whole body in check with a 
bridle. If we put bits into the mouths of horses to make them obey us, we guide their whole 
bodies. Or look at ships: though they are so large that it takes strong winds to drive them, yet 
they are guided by a very small rudder wherever the will of the pilot directs. So also the 
tongue is a small member, yet it boasts of great exploits. 
 
How great a forest is set ablaze by a small fire! And the tongue is a fire. The tongue is placed 
among our members as a world of iniquity; it stains the whole body, sets on fire the cycle of 
nature, and is itself set on fire by hell. For every species of beast and bird, of reptile and sea 
creature, can be tamed and has been tamed by the human species, but no one can tame the 
tongue—a restless evil, full of deadly poison. With it we bless the Lord and Father, and with it 
we curse those who are made in the likeness of God. From the same mouth come blessing 
and cursing. My brothers and sisters, this ought not to be so. Does a spring pour forth from 
the same opening both fresh and brackish water? Can a fig tree, my brothers and sisters, yield 
olives, or a grapevine figs? No more can salt water yield fresh. 
 
 

Gospel Reading: Mark 8.27-end 

Jesus went on with his disciples to the villages of Caesarea Philippi; and on the way he asked 

his disciples, ‘Who do people say that I am?’ And they answered him, ‘John the Baptist; and 

others, Elijah; and still others, one of the prophets.’ He asked them, ‘But who do you say that I 

am?’ Peter answered him, ‘You are the Messiah.’ And he sternly ordered them not to tell 

anyone about him. 

Then he began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great suffering, and be 
rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and after three days 
rise again. He said all this quite openly. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke 
him. But turning and looking at his disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, ‘Get behind me, 
Satan! For you are setting your mind not on divine things but on human things.’ 
He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, ‘If any want to become my followers, 
let them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. For those who want to save 
their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake, and for the sake of the 
gospel, will save it. For what will it profit them to gain the whole world and forfeit their 
life? Indeed, what can they give in return for their life? Those who are ashamed of me and of 
my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of them the Son of Man will also be 
ashamed when he comes in the glory of his Father with the holy angels.’ 
 



In our prayers this week, we pray for: 

Those who are ill … 
Peter Thacker, Meryl Bedford, Rob 
Seabourn, Rosamund Skelton and Sheila 
Walshaw and all those infected and affected 
by Coronavirus. 

Those who have died … 
Thelma Phillips 

Those in our parishes … 
For Fiona and David as they prepare for the 
arrival of their angel baby. 

To befriend, partner and develop an 
inspirational culture that inspires faith, hope 
and love in our communities. 

For all who are isolated and lonely, for the ill 
and bereaved, and for perseverance and 
resilience for all.  

For staff and patients in  Ross Community  
Hospital. 

For all our schools, for head teachers, 
teachers and students as they start back to 
school. 

For all businesses in Ross, Walford and 
Brampton Abbotts, for the prosperity of 
business in 2021, and for all who face 
anxious times. 

If you have a prayer request, email us. 
We would love to pray for you! 

This Sunday’s music for St Mary’s 

9.30 Sung Eucharist 

Setting: A People’s Eucharist - Greening 
Introit: 2 Christ whose glory fills the skies 
Gradual: 321 Thou art the Christ, O Lord 
Offertory: 269 Can we by searching find 
out God 
Communion: Tu es Petrus - Pearsall 
Post Communion: 612 Christ Triumphant 

 

6pm Choral Evensong 

Introit: 654 Hark, my soul, it is the Lord 
Responses: Clucas 
Psalm: 116.1-9 
Hymn: 724 Loving shepherd of thy sheep 
Canticles: Stanford in C 
Anthem: O for a closer walk - Stanford 
Hymn: 287 Praise and thanksgiving 
Dismissal: Naylor (ferial) 

 

Prayer for today 

God, who in generous mercy sent the  

Holy Spirit 

upon your Church in the burning fire  

of your love: 

grant that your people may be fervent  

in the fellowship of the gospel 

that, always abiding in you, 

they may be found steadfast in faith  

and active in service; 

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,  

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. 

Amen 

 


