
Today’s Services  

8am Live-streamed BCP Service at St Mary’s 
9.30am Live-streamed Eucharist Service at St Mary’s 
10.45am Family Service by zoom, Walford 

 

This week in the Ross Parishes: 

Everyday: 9am Morning Prayer - rossparishes.uk/morning-prayer 
 

Tuesday 10th August 
10am-12 noon Tea and Toast, St Mary Hall 
 

Wednesday 11th August 
10-11.30am - Toddle and Toast at St Mary’s 
11.15am Ponder and Pray - by zoom. Please contact Freda for details 
 

Thursday 12th August  
10am Eucharist - Ross (Common Worship and also livestreamed) 
11am Thursday Prayer Group - Zoom  

Sunday 15th August  
8am Live-streamed BCP Communion Service - St Mary’s 
9.30am Live-streamed Eucharist Service - St Mary’s  
9.30am Parish Eucharist at Walford 
11am Parish Service at St Michael’s, Brampton Abbotts 

 

Sunday 8th August 2021 
The Tenth Sunday after Trinity 
 

We offer a warm welcome to  
everyone at our services today 

Newsletter The Ross Parishes 
rossparishes.uk 

Ross-on-Wye 

Walford 

Brampton Abbotts  

growing inclusive, intergenerational churches that inspire faith, hope and love 

Rector & Rural Dean: Rev’d Sean Semple | 01989 562175 | sean@rossparishes.uk  ON LEAVE 
Curate: Rev’d Tiffany Jackson | tiffany@rossparishes.uk | 07881420823 (not Sat) 
Associate Priest:  Rev’d Canon Chris Blanchard | 01989 762368 | chris@rossparishes.uk  
Assistant Clergy:  Rev’d Colin Leggate | colin@rossparishes.uk  I 01989 564536 
 Rev’d Prebendary Caroline Pascoe | caroline@rossparishes.uk  
Reader: Canon Freda Davies | freda@rossparishes.uk  
Administrator: Louise Jarvis | 01989 562175 | administrator@rossparishes.uk  

https://rossparishes.uk/morning-prayer


Letter from Colin 

Last Thursday we finished the “Odd Object” competition around the shops in town. Each 
year, although I organise it, I maintain there is nothing “odd” about the objects, they are just 
in an unfamiliar place.  

Also last Thursday we celebrated The Transfiguration and it did occur to me that someone in 
that scenario might have been “odd”, that is, in an unfamiliar place. 

Let me recap on the story, Jesus took Peter, James and John with him when he met up with 
Moses and Elijah in a cloud of God’s spirit, conversed  with them and then the disciple heard 
God saying of Jesus “this is my son, the chosen, listen to him.” 

Now, who do you think was the odd one; Moses, Elijah or Jesus? 

Moses was out of time, he had led the people of Israel out of Egypt; but so was Elijah, he 
preached to a faithless nation three or four hundred years later and eight hundred years 
before meeting up with Jesus in this cloud. But there again it could have been Jesus that was 
out of time, within the cloud of God’s spirit what does time mean. 

Moses was close to God, God referred to him as his friend; but so was Elijah close to God and 
was just taken up to heaven without passing through death so close was he to God. But 
there again so was Jesus close to God, constantly referring to the Almighty as his father. 

Perhaps we need to turn to what God says to glean the answer to my question about who is 
the “odd” one; remember odd doesn’t mean deficient, it just means different to the 
surroundings. 

God said of Jesus “son –chosen- listen”. Of Moses and Elijah he had definitely said “chosen” 
and “listen” but omitted the “son”. 

Jesus got all three, and on him we fix our attention. 

Colin  

News from the parishes 

Nick and Janet Nelson are walking the St Thomas Way between Swansea and Hereford in 
aid of St Mary's starting on 7th August. It's an old pilgrimage route in a series of circular 
walks. The 56 miles is much shorter than previous treks, but due to health issues will be as 
challenging. Please sponsor them using the website https://rossparishes.uk/st-thomas-way/ 
or contact Janet on 07887 997932. Members of the congregation are welcome to meet them 
in Usk on Saturday 14th August to walk or just enjoy a day out. Meet us at St Mary's church, 
Usk at 11am for the walk, or at 1pm for a picnic. Map and directions at website link above.  
 
On Sunday, 7 November, we will be hosting a confirmation at St. Mary’s. Confirmation is 
an exciting moment in our journey of faith where individuals make a commitment to follow 
Jesus. We will be holding some sessions in the autumn to prepare those seeking to be 
confirmed. If you would like to be confirmed to talk more about it, please contact Tiffany or 
Sean. We would love to explore this with you.  

 

https://rossparishes.uk/st-thomas-way/


 

Our next Alpha course will start on the 28th September 2021 in  St Mary’s 
Church at 7pm. You may have heard how this Course has inspired many 
people, and now there is an opportunity for you to experience it yourself – or 
be part of the team that help host it. Alpha will run for 8 weeks until the end 
of November. All are welcome, and if you would simply like to support Alpha 
perhaps you could help with catering, or welcoming, or washing up, or 

marketing or making a donation. All these are ways of inspiring faith in others. Please contact 
Lou in the Office if you would like to attend Alpha or  be part of the support team.  
 
 

Today’s Readings 

First Reading:  Ephesians 4.25-5.2 

So then, putting away falsehood, let all of us speak the truth to our neighbours, for we are 
members of one another. Be angry but do not sin; do not let the sun go down on your 
anger, and do not make room for the devil. Thieves must give up stealing; rather let them 
labour and work honestly with their own hands, so as to have something to share with the 
needy. Let no evil talk come out of your mouths, but only what is useful for building up, as 
there is need, so that your words may give grace to those who hear. And do not grieve the 
Holy Spirit of God, with which you were marked with a seal for the day of redemption. Put 
away from you all bitterness and wrath and anger and wrangling and slander, together with 
all malice, and be kind to one another, tender-hearted, forgiving one another, as God in 
Christ has forgiven you. Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children, and live in love, 
as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us, a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God. 

 

Gospel Reading: John 6.35, 41-51 
Jesus said to them, ‘I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will never be hungry, and 
whoever believes in me will never be thirsty. 

Then the Jews began to complain about him because he said, ‘I am the bread that came 
down from heaven.’ They were saying, ‘Is not this Jesus, the son of Joseph, whose father and 
mother we know? How can he now say, “I have come down from heaven”?’ Jesus answered 
them, ‘Do not complain among yourselves. No one can come to me unless drawn by the 
Father who sent me; and I will raise that person up on the last day. It is written in the 
prophets, “And they shall all be taught by God.” Everyone who has heard and learned from 
the Father comes to me. Not that anyone has seen the Father except the one who is from 
God; he has seen the Father. Very truly, I tell you, whoever believes has eternal life. I am the 
bread of life. Your ancestors ate the manna in the wilderness, and they died. This is the 
bread that comes down from heaven, so that one may eat of it and not die. I am the living 
bread that came down from heaven. Whoever eats of this bread will live for ever; and the 
bread that I will give for the life of the world is my flesh.’ 

 

 

 



In our prayers this week, we pray for: 

Those who are ill … 
Brian Clare, Meryl Bedford, Barbara Wardle, 
Rob Seabourn, Rosamund Skelton and Sheila 
Walshaw and all those infected and affected 
by Coronavirus. 

Those who have died … 
Valerie Cox 

Those in our parishes … 
For Fiona and David as they prepare for the 
arrival of their angel baby. 

To befriend, partner and develop an 
inspirational culture that inspires faith, hope 
and love in our communities. 

For all who are isolated and lonely, for the ill 
and bereaved, and for perseverance and 
resilience for all.  

For staff and patients in  Ross Community  
Hospital. 

For all our schools, for head teachers, 
teachers and students, hoping they have a 
great break and are inspired for a fresh start 
in September. 

For all businesses in Ross, Walford and 
Brampton Abbotts, for the prosperity of 
business in 2021, and for all who face 
anxious times. 

If you have a prayer request, email us. 
We would love to pray for you! 

This Sunday’s music for St Mary’s 

9.30 Sung Eucharist 

Setting: Mass of St Thomas - Thorne 
Introit: 664 How sweet the name of Jesus 
Gradual: 806 There’s a wideness in Gods 
mercy 
Offertory: 422 Alleluia, sing to Jesus 
Communion: Psalm 56 
Post Communion: 453 Lord enthroned in 
heavenly splendour 

 

Prayer for today 

Let your merciful ears, O Lord, 

be open to the prayers  

of your humble servants; 

and that they may obtain their petitions 

make them to ask such things  

as shall please you; 

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever.  

Amen 


