
Today’s Services  

8am Live-streamed BCP Service at St Mary’s 
9.30am Live-streamed Eucharist Service at St Mary’s 
11am Family Service at Walford 
4pm Come As You Are at St Mary’s 
 

This week in the Ross Parishes: 

Everyday: 9am Morning Prayer - rossparishes.uk/morning-prayer 
 

Tuesday 24th August 
10am-12 noon Tea and Toast, St Mary Hall 
2.30pm Just B, supporting you after bereavement, in St Mary’s 
 

Wednesday  25th August 
10-11.30am - Toddle and Toast at St Mary’s 
 

Thursday 26th August  
10am Eucharist - Ross (Common Worship and also livestreamed) 
11am Thursday Prayer Group - Zoom  

Sunday 29th August  
8am Live-streamed BCP Communion Service - St Mary’s 
9.30am Live-streamed Eucharist Service - St Mary’s  

 

Sunday 22nd August 2021 
Twelfth Sunday after Trinity 
 

We offer a warm welcome to  
everyone at our services today 
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Rector & Rural Dean: Rev’d Sean Semple | 01989 562175 | sean@rossparishes.uk   
Curate: Rev’d Tiffany Jackson | tiffany@rossparishes.uk | 07881420823 (not Sat) ON LEAVE 
Associate Priest:  Rev’d Canon Chris Blanchard | 01989 762368 | chris@rossparishes.uk  (Sun-Weds) 
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https://rossparishes.uk/morning-prayer


Letter from Chris 

Geoffrey Chaucer reminds his readers in the Canterbury Tales that Spring and Summer are the 
ideal times for pilgrimage in the British Isles.  

Whan that Aprill with his shoures soote                         When April with his sweet showers 
The droghte of March hathe perced to the roote…..    has pierced the drought of March to the root 
Thanne longen folk to goon on pilgrimages…….            Then folk long to go on pilgrimages 
To ferne halwes kowthe in sondry londes”                     To distant shrines known in various lands. 
From the Prologue to the Canterbury Tales 

We are blessed to have a great wealth of Celtic and Medieval places 
of pilgrimage in our own area. One of them, the little shrine church 
of St. Issui at Patricio, draws together the mystery of the early Celtic 
saints with the beauty of a perfectly preserved Medieval shrine to 
the saint. We have been following Nick and Janet Nelson on their 
sponsored pilgrimage route from Swansea to Hereford, the St. 
Thomas Way, which bisects the ancient pilgrimage route to Patricio. 
This ancient route had already been trodden by centuries of pilgrims 
and led Gerald of Wales and Archbishop Baldwin here on a journey through Wales to preach the 
crusades at the preaching cross of this little shrine church with its holy well high in the Black 
Mountains.  
As we take our holidays at this time of year, as we travel and often discover new holy places, we 
are usually entering upon a great spiritual journey towards the second stage of life. With eyes 
wide open and developing an inner awareness, we can deepen our journey of faith into God. The 
power of pilgrimage, which many of us are rediscovering, can be part of that deepening of 
contemplative awareness which is at the heart of prayer. As today’s letter to the Ephesians 
reminds us, as we make prayers of intercession, we should always ‘pray in the Spirit’ and in our 
supplications for all God’s people we should ‘keep alert’. 
I pray that, as we return from a time of holiday and rest, we may be strengthened in our spiritual 
life to continue our pilgrimage of faith. 

 

News from the parishes 

New Youth Choir for St Mary’s – As part of our commitment to building it back better we’re 
hoping to launch a new you choir at a special taster event on Saturday 18th September, 2-4 pm. If 
you know of anyone who might be interested, please get them to come along. Full details at 
https://rossparishes.uk/youth-choir There are some flyers and posters available at the back of 
church, please take as many as you can distribute or display. If you use social media please like / 
share the post that will be appearing very shortly. 

 
Our next Alpha course will start on the 28th September 2021 in St Mary’s Church at 7pm. You 
may have heard how this Course has inspired many people, and now there is an opportunity for 
you to experience it yourself – or be part of the team that help host it. Alpha will run for 8 weeks 
until the end of November. All are welcome, and if you would simply like to support Alpha 
perhaps you could help with catering, or welcoming, or washing up, or marketing or making a 
donation. All these are ways of inspiring faith in others. Please contact Lou in the Office if you 
would like to attend Alpha or  be part of the support team.  

 

https://rossparishes.uk/youth-choir


 

The August 100 Club was drawn before 9.30am Family Eucharist at St Mary’s and the winners 
were: 1st Prize Rhona Burston,  2nd Prize Celia Glover, 3rd Prize  Melanie Mellor 
 

The cream teas at Bryan and Sue Jones- raised £300 for Cancer Research and £150 for St Mary’s 
Church Flower Fund. Thank you 

Mothers Union will hold their annual corporate Communion in St. Mary's Church at 2pm on 
Wednesday September 1st. 

Messy Church @ St Mary's celebrates the start of a new school term with a Messy Drop-in 
Morning. 11am- 12.30 on Thursday 2 September. Come and experience Messy Church; meet old 
and new friends. 11am onwards: Messy drop in crafts and activities.11.30 - 11.45: Songs and a 
story to explore new beginnings; eating together - bring a snack, drinks provided. Messy drop in 
crafts and activities continue till 12.30 All ages very welcome! Come along! Bring a friend! Caroline 

Today’s Readings 

First Reading:  Ephesians 6.10-20 
Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his power. Put on the whole armour of God, so 
that you may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. For our struggle is not against enemies 
of blood and flesh, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic powers of this 
present darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places. Therefore take up the 
whole armour of God, so that you may be able to withstand on that evil day, and having done 
everything, to stand firm. Stand therefore, and fasten the belt of truth around your waist, and put 
on the breastplate of righteousness. As shoes for your feet put on whatever will make you ready to 
proclaim the gospel of peace. With all of these, take the shield of faith, with which you will be able 
to quench all the flaming arrows of the evil one. Take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the 
Spirit, which is the word of God. 
Pray in the Spirit at all times in every prayer and supplication. To that end keep alert and always 
persevere in supplication for all the saints. Pray also for me, so that when I speak, a message may 
be given to me to make known with boldness the mystery of the gospel, for which I am an 
ambassador in chains. Pray that I may declare it boldly, as I must speak. 
 

Gospel Reading: John 6.56-69 

Those who eat my fle`sh and drink my blood abide in me, and I in them. Just as the living Father 

sent me, and I live because of the Father, so whoever eats me will live because of me. This is the 

bread that came down from heaven, not like that which your ancestors ate, and they died. But the 

one who eats this bread will live for ever.’ He said these things while he was teaching in the 

synagogue at Capernaum. 

When many of his disciples heard it, they said, ‘This teaching is difficult; who can accept it?’ But 

Jesus, being aware that his disciples were complaining about it, said to them, ‘Does this offend 

you? Then what if you were to see the Son of Man ascending to where he was before? It is the 

spirit that gives life; the flesh is useless. The words that I have spoken to you are spirit and life. But 

among you there are some who do not believe.’ For Jesus knew from the first who were the ones 

that did not believe, and who was the one that would betray him. And he said, ‘For this reason I 

have told you that no one can come to me unless it is granted by the Father.’ 

Because of this many of his disciples turned back and no longer went about with him. So Jesus 

asked the twelve, ‘Do you also wish to go away?’ Simon Peter answered him, ‘Lord, to whom can 

we go? You have the words of eternal life. We have come to believe and know that you are the 

Holy One of God.’ 



In our prayers this week, we pray for: 

Those who are ill … 
Meryl Bedford, Barbara Wardle, Rob 
Seabourn, Rosamund Skelton and Sheila 
Walshaw and all those infected and affected 
by Coronavirus. 

Those who have died … 
 

Those in our parishes … 
For Fiona and David as they prepare for the 
arrival of their angel baby. 

To befriend, partner and develop an 
inspirational culture that inspires faith, hope 
and love in our communities. 

For all who are isolated and lonely, for the ill 
and bereaved, and for perseverance and 
resilience for all.  

For staff and patients in  Ross Community  
Hospital. 

For all our schools, for head teachers, 
teachers and students, hoping they have a 
great break and are inspired for a fresh start 
in September. 

For all businesses in Ross, Walford and 
Brampton Abbotts, for the prosperity of 
business in 2021, and for all who face 
anxious times. 

If you have a prayer request, email us. 
We would love to pray for you! 

This Sunday’s music for St Mary’s 

9.30 Sung Eucharist 

Setting: Mass of St Cedd - Nardone 
Introit: 589 Angel voices, ever singing 
Gradual: 294 We love the place, O God 
Offertory: 663 How shall I sing that majesty 
Communion: Agnus Dei - Nardone 
Post Communion: 826 Ye holy angels bright 

 

Prayer for today 

God of constant mercy, 

who sent your Son to save us: 

remind us of your goodness, 

increase your grace within us, 

that our thankfulness may grow, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


