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What is Eco-Church all about?

• A-Rocha 1983, international network-scientific research, community 
based,  conservation, Christian ethos.
• A-Rocha UK-2000, Christian conservation network working for 

protection and restoration of the natural world. Equipping Christians 
and churches with tools to enable them to engage with conservation.
• Eco church- since 2015 now over 3000 churches in England and Wales 

part of a learning community, completing and eco-church survey and 
developing projects to help improve our environment through 
community engagement and conservation
• Partnership with other environmental charities-God’s Green Acre



Why does eco-church interest you?
• Brings together issues that are very important in my life: Christian 

teaching, social justice and love of the natural world.
• The impacts of climate change have the biggest impact on some of 

the poorest nations in the world.
• Eco-church is a way of connecting with the international scientific 

community collecting date and evidence to inform research and 
action.
• Eco-church UK provides great resources to enable us to develop 

practical actions linking our church to community engagement to 
improve our environment.



What is St Mary’s doing to join in with Eco church?
Small group in St Mary’s reviewing the sections and responses to over 50 questions to identify our 
baseline on the survey and plan projects to enable us to progress through the ratings from bronze, 
silver to gold.
Not just a one-off event

Aim is to identify ways we can engage with local communities to improve our environment
Engage young people 

Challenge for individuals and church family to reduce our carbon footprint impact

Answer to one question can sometimes make a difference in rating!
1. Worship and Teaching- gold

2. Land-silver
3. Buildings-silver

4. Community and global action-silver

5. Lifestyle-bronze



Eco church survey sections example questions

• Worship and teaching-do we have special Sundays dedicated to 
caring for God’s earth-hymns, prayers, sermon?
• Land-Do we encourage native wildlife and flowers in our 

churchyards?
• Buildings-How much energy do we use in our buildings? Carbon 

footprint?
• Community and global action-do we participate in environmental 

awareness raising events? Use Fairtrade products?
• Lifestyle- Do we carry out an environmental audit?



What is our carbon 
footprint, how do we 
measure it and how 
do we reduce it?



St Mary’s church carbon footprint
• Estimated to be 58.1 tons of CO2 per year.
• 76.8% is down to the energy used, so if we reduce our energy use, we can 

reduce our carbon footprint.
• If we can’t reduce our carbon footprint, we need to offset it
• We can also measure our own individual environmental footprints using 

the World Wildlife climate steward’s formula in response to a few short 
questions about travel, bills, food and waste.
• Cost per ton of CO2 is £20 
• Average per person is 10.5 tons per annum.
• Can offset impact by supporting community forestry projects, volunteering, 

water filter and other projects in the developing world
• Small changes can have a big impact!



What can we do?
• Church’s count on Nature project
• Measure our carbon footprint and offset environmental impact
• Think about where we get our energy from-reducing waste, buying 

local, use less water?
• Be mindful and notice-small changes can have a big impact
• Pray for our church and PCC as we make decisions about how we 

reduce our carbon footprint in Ross and local community.
• Pray for A-Rocha UK and Bishop for the Environment Graham Usher 

as they prepare presentations for the green church showcase at 
Glasgow summit on climate change in October 2021. 


