
This week in the Ross Parishes: 
Everyday: 9am Morning Prayer - rossparishes.uk/morning-prayer 

Monday 5th July  
7.30pm Bible Study  - online 

Tuesday 6th July 
10am-12 noon Tea and Toast, St Mary Hall 
7.15pm Prayer Course - Zoom 

Wednesday 7th   
8.45-10.15am - Toddle and Toast at St Mary’s 
11.15am PONDER the scripture and PRAY via Zoom. Contact Freda for details 
3.30-5.00pm LEAF (a group for secondary school students to hang out at church, play games, 
and discuss life) at St Mary’s.  

Thursday 8th July  
10am Eucharist - Ross (Common Worship and also livestreamed) 
11am Thursday Prayer Group - Zoom  
7.30pm Christian Meditation. Please contact Chris for details (chris@rossparishes.uk)  

Sunday 11th July  
8am Live-streamed BCP Communion Service - St Mary’s 
9.30am Live-streamed Eucharist Service - St Mary’s  
10.45am Zoom Family Service  - Walford 
11.30am & 2pm Baptisms - Ross 

St Mary’s can currently accommodate only 60 people due to social distancing, St Michaels Walford 30. Booking is 
essential. Please see our website: https://rossparishes.uk/services or contact the office. Please note: All pre-recorded 
services will be available on the website (rossparishes.uk) and livestreamed services will be available on the Ross 
Parishes Facebook page or YouTube. If you are having trouble accessing any services online please contact 
mark@rossparishes.uk or the church office.  

Sunday 4th July 2021 
Fifth Sunday After Trinity 
 

We offer a warm welcome to  
everyone at our services today 
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Congratulations to our curate, The Rev’d Tiffany Jackson, who was ordained a 

priest yesterday at Hereford Cathedral! Today, at the 9.30 service at St 

Mary’s, Tiffany will preside at her first Eucharist as a priest. We pray for 

God’s continued blessings upon her joyous and fruitful ministry. 

Letter from the Deanery 

An introduction to Living in Love and Faith 

In the past few months the Church of England has produced a major resource called Living in Love 
and Faith. It consists of a book, videos, podcasts and a 5 part course. All of these are speaking into 
the current debate, with in the Church and the world, about gender, identity, sexuality and who 
we are as people made in God’s image. 

As you can imagine, Living in Love and Faith (LLF) covers a wide range of topics and challenges the 
silence in the church on gender, identity, sexuality and being God’s people. LFF is designed to help 
us gain a language that will help us explore these issues. It recognises that we come from very 
different positions and that the response of the church is not homogeneous. It brings personal 
testimony and stories alongside reflection and Bible study to equip us to explore this challenging 
area. 

As a Deanery we would like to run some courses in the early autumn. These will be on-line via 
Zoom and in person and I, Revd Mark Johnson, have been asked to help any group that would like 
to use the study course find a way that suits them.  

What the course aims to do is to help us be more articulate and clear about where we stand and 
why we support the things we do. It is aiming to give us both the language and the confidence to 
speak about these things and so to be better able to engage with the world as they wrestle with 
similar issues but from a secular viewpoint. 

What it is not is a course to make the Church of England a “woke” church! There is no right answer 
but if we don’t have the language, how can we even ask the questions or explore the topic? 

If you are interested in being part of a group, either at a parish or benefice or Deanery level, then 

please contact your vicar or Revd Mark (via email revmark100@yahoo.co.uk or 01981 540390 or 

07882410759). I can then help people find a group that suits, a time that is  

convenient and the resources so we can explore this topic together. 

 

 

Church Welcome at St Mary’s - As things begin to open up again, we are looking to establish 

Church Welcome.  An increasing number of visitors are coming into St Mary’s during the day and 

with various exhibitions planned in the church over the coming months we expect even more 

footfall. Please think about whether you might like to spend an hour or so in church, ready to chat 

to visitors if they wish, on either a regular or just occasional basis. Welcomers need not be restrict-

ed to the congregation, so ask your friends if they might like to give a little time to their parish 

church too. We will be holding a coffee morning in church on Monday 19th July at 10.30am 

(subject to lifting of Covid restrictions) for anyone who wants to find out more with no obligation. 

In the meantime please let Rachel know if you are able to help with this important ministry. We 

hope to set up a skeleton rota as soon as possible. Thank you.  rachel@rossparishes.uk  

News from the parishes 
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Today’s readings 

 
Gospel Reading: Mark 6.1-13 

He left that place and came to his home town, and his disciples followed him. On the sabbath he 
began to teach in the synagogue, and many who heard him were astounded. They said, ‘Where 
did this man get all this? What is this wisdom that has been given to him? What deeds of power 
are being done by his hands! Is not this the carpenter, the son of Mary and brother of James and 
Joses and Judas and Simon, and are not his sisters here with us?’ And they took offence at 
him. Then Jesus said to them, ‘Prophets are not without honour, except in their home town, and 
among their own kin, and in their own house.’ And he could do no deed of power there, except 
that he laid his hands on a few sick people and cured them. And he was amazed at their unbelief.  
Then he went about among the villages teaching. He called the twelve and began to send them 
out two by two, and gave them authority over the unclean spirits. He ordered them to take noth-
ing for their journey except a staff; no bread, no bag, no money in their belts; but to wear sandals 
and not to put on two tunics. He said to them, ‘Wherever you enter a house, stay there until you 
leave the place. If any place will not welcome you and they refuse to hear you, as you leave, shake 
off the dust that is on your feet as a testimony against them.’ So they went out and proclaimed 
that all should repent. They cast out many demons, and anointed with oil many who were sick and 
cured them. 

               We are hoping to start coffee again after the Sunday service  
                from 11th July at St Mary’s. At the moment we only have        
              enough couples to provide coffee twice a month so we are  
appealing for volunteers. Kindly contact Penny (563084) or Viv (567986) if you are able to help. 
 

Clergy Covenant - The PCC, on behalf of the congregations of St Mary’s, has adopted the Clergy 
Covenant for Clergy Care and Wellbeing which states: “The Church of England is part of the One, 
Holy, Catholic and Apostolic Church, worshipping the one true God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. It 
professes the faith uniquely revealed in the Holy Scripture and set forth in the catholic creeds, 
which faith the Church is called upon to proclaim afresh in every generation. In its formularies, the 
Church of England recognises that God calls some to serve as deacons, priests and bishops to build 
up and equip the whole people of God.Conscious that such a calling is both a privilege and a de-
mand, we commit together to promote the welfare of our clergy and their households. We under-
take to work together to coordinate and improve our approach to clergy care and wellbeing so that 

the whole church may flourish in the service of the mission of God”. You can find out more on the 
St Mary’s PCC page.  Please remember our clergy in your prayers. 

 

The afternoon tea hosted by Sue and Bryan Jones on Sunday raised  
£460 for the St Mary’s Flower Fund. Many thanks to all involved.  

 

St Mary’s Church Cleaning - Having lost some volunteers over the last  
year, we would like to recruit a few more people to the church cleaning rota.  
We usually clean on Friday  afternoons, although we can be flexible, and volunteers  
normally clean only once every four weeks, for a couple of hours. We also need  
two or three more people willing to step in when regular cleaners are away.  
The work isn't all that arduous, but it is important - and you sometimes meet  
interesting visitors! If you think you could help, please contact Janet 
(janetcooper272@btinternet.com or tel. 769266) 
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In our prayers this week, we pray 

for: 

Those who are ill … 
Barbara Wardle, Rob Seabourn, Rosamund 
Skelton and Sheila Walshaw and all those 
infected and affected by the coronavirus. 
 

Those who have died… 
Brian Johns 

Our parishes … 
To befriend, partner and develop an 
inspirational culture that inspires faith, hope 
and love in our communities. 
 
For all who are isolated and lonely, for the ill 
and bereaved, and for perseverance and 
resilience for all.  
 
For staff and patients in  Ross Community  
Hospital. 
 
For all our schools, for head teachers, 
teachers and students  

For all businesses in Ross, Walford and 
Brampton Abbotts, for the prosperity of 
business in 2021, and for all who face 
anxious times. 

If you have a prayer request, email us. 
We would love to pray for you! 

Prayer for today 

Almighty God, 

Send down upon your Church 

The riches of your Spirit,  

and kindle in all who minister  

the gospel 

Your countless gifts of grace;  

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

 

First Reading: 1 Corinthians 13.8-13 

Love never ends. But as for  
prophecies, they will come to an 
end; as for tongues, they will cease; 
as for knowledge, it will come to an 
end. For we know only in part, and 
we prophesy only in part; but when 
the complete comes, the partial will 
come to an end. When I was a child, 
I spoke like a child, I thought like a 
child, I reasoned like a child; when I 
became an adult, I put an end to 
childish ways. For now we see in a 
mirror, dimly, but then we will see 
face to face. Now I know only in 
part; then I will know fully, even as I 
have been fully known. And now 
faith, hope, and love abide, these 
three; and the greatest of these is 
love. 


