
 

This week in the Ross Parishes: 
 
Everyday: 9am Morning Prayer - rossparishes.uk/morning-prayer 

Monday 26th July  
7.30pm Bible Study  - online 
 

Tuesday 27th July 
10am-12 noon Tea and Toast, St Mary Hall 
7.15pm Prayer Course - Zoom 
 

Wednesday 28th  July 
10-11.30am - Toddle and Toast at St Mary’s 
 

Thursday 29th July  
10am Eucharist - Ross (Common Worship and also livestreamed) 
11am Thursday Prayer Group - Zoom  
7.30pm Christian Meditation. Please contact Chris for details (chris@rossparishes.uk)  
 

Sunday 1st August  
8am Live-streamed BCP Communion Service - St Mary’s 
9.30am Live-streamed Eucharist Service - St Mary’s  
9.30am Parish Eucharist - St Michael’s, Walford  
 

 

Sunday 25th July 2021 
James The Apostle 
 

We offer a warm welcome to  
everyone at our services today 

Newsletter The Ross Parishes 
rossparishes.uk 

Ross-on-Wye 

Walford 

Brampton Abbotts  

growing inclusive, intergenerational churches that inspire faith, hope and love 

Rector & Rural Dean: Rev’d Sean Semple | 01989 562175 | sean@rossparishes.uk (not Fri) 
Curate: Rev’d Tiffany Jackson | tiffany@rossparishes.uk |   07881420823 (not Sat) 
Associate Priest: Rev’d Canon Chris Blanchard | 01989 762368 | chris@rossparishes.uk on leave 
 Assistant Clergy: Rev’d Colin Leggate |  colin@rossparishes.uk  I 01989 564536 
                                 Rev’d Prebendary Caroline Pascoe  |  caroline@rossparishes.uk  
Reader: Canon Freda Davies  |   freda@rossparishes.uk  
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The alternative Gospel reading today is John 6.1-21  

Letter from Derek 

Our Gospel this week tells the familiar story of the feeding of the five thousand. Several com-
mentators have suggested that this miracle is full of signs - revealing the power of Jesus, 
pointing to the feeding of the gospel that is freely available to all, and the baskets of leftovers 
available to those who had not heard the message. 

During the past eighteen months we have lived through an intensive sign searching period 
with leaked reports of laboratory successes, daily statistical outpourings and media accounts 
providing rich pickings. There has, however, been good and bad reading of the signs and 
some have misused information and offered faulty interpretations of potential cures, vaccina-
tion effectiveness, and long term impact. 

Dealing with the misinterpreters has led us into the realm of controlling freedom of speech, 
press and social media but have we been given Christian guidance? In Acts, 13,  we are told of 
the encounter between Barnabas and Paul and a false prophet named Elymas. Paul called on 
God for help and forcefully invoked temporary blindness in order to prove his point.  

This is not available to us when we encounter ‘dodgy documents’ or phoney thinking, both of 
which are freely available. The ‘signs’ of the Gospels offer much more certain means of cop-
ing with to-day’s false prophets. Reference is made to the seven signs in the Gospel of John. 
These collectively show that Jesus had a unique relationship with God, had the ability to use 
this to bring about control of natural elements, physical and psychological illness, and mis-
placed economic power. 

In all these signs though, there is emphasis placed on the importance of prayer to secure 
change and that offers a starting point. How else can we seek the signs of an end to pandemic 
problems and true freedom. 

 

On Sunday, 7 November, we will be hosting a confirmation at St. 
Mary’s. Confirmation is an exciting moment in our journey of faith 
where individuals make a commitment to follow Jesus (either con-
firming their baptisms, or sometimes being baptised and confirmed 
on the same day). We will be holding some sessions in the autumn 
to prepare those seeking to be confirmed.  

If you would like to be confirmed to talk more about it, please contact Tiffany 
(tiffany@rossparishes.uk) or Sean (sean@rossparishes.uk).   

We would love to explore this with you.  
 
Nick and Janet Nelson are walking the St Thomas Way between Swansea and Hereford in 
aid of St Mary's, starting on 7th August. It's an old pilgrimage route in a series of circular 
walks. The 56 miles is much shorter than previous treks, but due to health issues will be as 
challenging. Please sponsor them using the website https://rossparishes.uk/st-thomas-way/ 
or contact Janet on 07887 997932. Members of the congregation are welcome to meet them 
in Usk on Saturday 14th August to walk or just enjoy a day out. More details to follow. 
 

News from the parishes 

mailto:sean@rossparishes.uk
https://rossparishes.uk/st-thomas-way/


 

Today’s Readings 

First Reading:  Acts 11.27-12.2 

At that time prophets came down from Jerusalem to Antioch. One of them named Agabus 
stood up and predicted by the Spirit that there would be a severe famine over all the world; 
and this took place during the reign of Claudius. The disciples determined that according to 
their ability, each would send relief to the believers living in Judea; this they did, sending it to 
the elders by Barnabas and Saul. 
About that time King Herod laid violent hands upon some who belonged to the church. He 
had James, the brother of John, killed with the sword. 
 

Gospel Reading: Matthew 20.20-28 

Then the mother of the sons of Zebedee came to him with her sons, and kneeling before him, 
she asked a favour of him. And he said to her, ‘What do you want?’ She said to him, ‘Declare 
that these two sons of mine will sit, one at your right hand and one at your left, in your  
kingdom.’ But Jesus answered, ‘You do not know what you are asking. Are you able to drink 
the cup that I am about to drink?’ They said to him, ‘We are able.’ He said to them, ‘You will 
indeed drink my cup, but to sit at my right hand and at my left, this is not mine to grant, but it 
is for those for whom it has been prepared by my Father.’ 
When the ten heard it, they were angry with the two brothers. But Jesus called them to him 
and said, ‘You know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their great ones are 
tyrants over them. It will not be so among you; but whoever wishes to be great among you 
must be your servant, and whoever wishes to be first among you must be your slave; just as 
the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life a ransom for many.’ 
 

Our next Alpha course will start on the 28th September 2021 in  
St Mary’s Church at 7 pm. You may have heard how this Course has 
inspired many people, and now there is an opportunity for you to  
experience it yourself – or be part of the team that help host it. Alpha 
will run for 8 weeks until the end of November. All are welcome, and if 
you would simply like to support Alpha perhaps you could help with 
catering, or welcoming, or washing up, or marketing or making a dona-

tion. All these are ways of inspiring faith in others. Please contact Lou in the Office if you 
would like to attend Alpha or  be part of the support team.  

100 Club The July draw has taken place and the winners are: 1st Prize  Gerald Francis 2nd 
Prize Judi Richardson 3rd Prize Isobel Hodges formerly Sue Edwards.  
If anyone would like to join the 100 Club please contact me on either my landline  
01989 563403 or mobile 07734106149 for more details. Pauline Waters 
 
Church Welcome –  a big thank you to those who volunteered to act as welcomers in the 
church during the week. There are still plenty of gaps on the rota so if you are able to spare 
an hour or two (weekly, monthly or just occasionally) please talk to Rachel (567845) or email 
her rachel@rossparishes.uk  

mailto:rachel@rossparishes.uk


In our prayers this week, we pray 

for: 

Those who are ill … 
Barbara Wardle, Rob Seabourn, Rosamund 
Skelton and Sheila Walshaw and all those 
infected and affected by the coronavirus. 

Those who have died … 
Doreen Husbands and Janice Redding 

Those in our parishes … 

For Fiona and David as they prepare for the 
arrival of their angel baby 

 
To befriend, partner and develop an 
inspirational culture that inspires faith, hope 
and love in our communities. 
 
For all who are isolated and lonely, for the ill 
and bereaved, and for perseverance and 
resilience for all.  
 
For staff and patients in  Ross Community  
Hospital. 
 
For all our schools, for head teachers, teachers 
and students  

For all businesses in Ross, Walford and 
Brampton Abbotts, for the prosperity of 
business in 2021, and for all who face anxious 
times. 

If you have a prayer request, email us. 
We would love to pray for you! 

 

Choral Evensong 

Introit: 827 Ye servants of God 
Responses: Clucas 
Psalm: 126 
Hymn: 52 The people that in darkness 
sat 
Canticles: Dyson in F 
Anthem: They that go down to the sea 
in ships - Sumsion 
Hymn: 298 (ii) For all thy saints, O Lord 
Dismissal: Naylor (ferial) 

Prayer for today 

Merciful God, 
whose holy apostle Saint James, 
leaving his father and all that he had,  
was obedient to the calling of you 
Son Jesus Christ 
and followed him even to death: 
help us, forsaking the false  
attractions of the world, 
to be ready at all times to answer 
your call without delay; 
through Jesus Christ your Son  
our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. Amen 


