
This week in the Ross Parishes: 
Everyday: 9am Morning Prayer - rossparishes.uk/morning-prayer 

Monday 12th July  
7.30pm Bible Study  - online 

Tuesday 13th July 
10am-12 noon Tea and Toast, St Mary Hall 
7.15pm Prayer Course - Zoom 

Wednesday 14th  July 
8.45-10.15am - Toddle and Toast at St Mary’s 
3.30-5.00pm LEAF (a group for secondary school students to hang out at church, play games, 
and discuss life) at St Mary’s. Last LEAF of the school year 

Thursday 15th July  
10am Eucharist - Ross (Common Worship and also livestreamed) 
11am Thursday Prayer Group - Zoom  
7.30pm Christian Meditation. Please contact Chris for details (chris@rossparishes.uk)  

Sunday 18th July  
8am Live-streamed BCP Communion Service - St Mary’s 
9.30am Live-streamed Eucharist Service - St Mary’s  
9.30am Parish Eucharist - St Michael’s, Walford 
12 noon Forest Church - St Michael’s, Brampton Abbotts  

St Mary’s can currently accommodate only 60 people due to social distancing, St Michaels Walford 30. Booking is 
essential. Please see our website: https://rossparishes.uk/services or contact the office. Please note: All pre-recorded 
services will be available on the website (rossparishes.uk) and livestreamed services will be available on the Ross 
Parishes Facebook page or YouTube. If you are having trouble accessing any services online please contact 
mark@rossparishes.uk or the church office.  

Sunday 11th July 2021 
Sixth Sunday After Trinity 
 

We offer a warm welcome to  
everyone at our services today 
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Letter from Bishop Richard 

As you read this the Wimbledon tennis tournament will be well underway, albeit with  
reduced seating capacity.  A recent development in coverage has been the thrusting of a  
microphone into the players' faces immediately after the final. It usually starts with the  
question, “how are you feeling now you have won/ lost?”  with the cameras poised to zoom 
in at the first sign of moisture around the eyes.  Gone are the delightful days of Ile Nastasi, 
who when asked by a reporter how he felt after losing, replied, “absolutely fantastic, next 
stupid  
question!” 
 

A few weeks ago, the Japanese tennis player Naomi Osaka was forced to withdraw from a 
tournament because she refused to participate in post-match publicity. Quite rightly, she sug-
gested that to put losing players under that sort of pressure in public wasn’t good for their 
mental health. Some would say, that being in the public eye makes you fair game. But this 
isn’t the same as the press offering proper scrutiny.  It's using the pain of others as a form of 
entertainment. You see it all the time in certain news programmes.  The same zooming in as 
the tears flow; the same probing questions to elicit an emotional response. 
 

I think Jesus is mercifully more respectful of our privacy than that. Even if Christians have a 
dispute with one another, he suggests trying to deal with it in private first, not sharing our 
grievances through blind copied emails. It may be that over this time of COVID disputes have 
festered electronically.  As we can more freely meet face to face, it will be good to get back 
into the habit of these private conversations. 
 
+Richard 
 

 

Church Welcome at St Mary’s - As things begin to open up again, we are looking to establish 

Church Welcome.  An increasing number of visitors are coming into St Mary’s during the day 

and with various exhibitions planned in the church over the coming months we expect even 

more footfall. Please think about whether you might like to spend an hour or so in church, 

ready to chat to visitors if they wish, on either a regular or just occasional basis. Welcomers 

need not be restricted to the congregation, so ask your friends if they might like to give a little 

time to their parish church too. We will be holding a coffee morning in church on Monday 

19th July at 10.30am (subject to lifting of Covid restrictions) for anyone who wants to find out 

more with no obligation. In the meantime please let Rachel know if you are able to help with 

this important ministry. We hope to set up a skeleton rota as soon as possible. Thank 

you.  rachel@rossparishes.uk  

We are hoping to start coffee again after the Sunday service from 

11th July at St Mary’s. At the moment we only have  enough couples 

to provide coffee twice a month so we are appealing for volunteers. 

Kindly contact Penny (563084) or Viv (567986) if you are able to help. 

 

News from the parishes 
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Today’s Readings 

First Reading: Acts 17-21, 38 
“In the last days it will be, God declares, that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, and your sons 
and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, and your old men shall 
dream dreams. Even upon my slaves, both men and women, in those days I will pour out 
my Spirit; and they shall prophesy. And I will show portents in the heaven above and signs on the 
earth below, blood, and fire, and smoky mist. The sun shall be turned to darkness and the moon to 
blood, before the coming of the Lord’s great and glorious day. 
Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.” Peter said to them, ‘Repent, and 
be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ so that your sins may be forgiven; and 
you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 

Gospel Reading: Luke 4.16-21 
When he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, he went to the synagogue on the 
sabbath day, as was his custom. He stood up to read, and the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was giv-
en to him. He unrolled the scroll and found the place where it was written: ‘The Spirit of the Lord 
is upon me, because he has anointed me to bring good news to the poor. He has sent me to pro-
claim release to the captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to let the oppressed go free, to 
proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour.’ And he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant, 
and sat down. The eyes of all in the synagogue were fixed on him. Then he began to say to them, 
‘Today this scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.’ 

Clergy Covenant - The PCC, on behalf of the congregations of St Mary’s, has adopted the 
Clergy Covenant for Clergy Care and Wellbeing which states: “The Church of England is part 
of the One, Holy, Catholic and Apostolic Church, worshipping the one true God, Father, Son 
and Holy Spirit. It professes the faith uniquely revealed in the Holy Scripture and set forth in 
the catholic creeds, which faith the Church is called upon to proclaim afresh in every  
generation. In its formularies, the Church of England recognises that God calls some to 
serve as deacons, priests and bishops to build up and equip the whole people of God.  
Conscious that such a calling is both a privilege and a demand, we commit together to  
promote the welfare of our clergy and their households. We undertake to work together to 
coordinate and improve our approach to clergy care and wellbeing so that the whole church 
may flourish in the service of the mission of God”. You can find out more on the  
St Mary’s PCC page.  Please remember our clergy in your prayers. 

St Mary’s Church Cleaning - Having lost some volunteers over the last year, we would like to 
recruit a few more people to the church cleaning rota. We usually clean on Friday afternoons, 
although we can be flexible, and volunteers normally clean only once every four weeks, for a 
couple of hours. We also need two or three more people willing to step in when regular 
cleaners are away. The work isn't all that arduous, but it is important - and you sometimes 
meet  interesting visitors! If you think you could help, please contact Janet 
(janetcooper272@btinternet.com or tel. 769266) 

Ross Community Larder – Special General Meeting – Tuesday 27th July 7.30pm St Mary’s 

Church Hall There will be a special General Meeting to agree the new constitution for Ross 

Community Larder so that we can formally register as a charity. If you would like to attend 

the meeting and receive a copy of the constitution to read in advance please email  

crclarder@outlook.com. Thank you, we hope to see you on the 27th July. Lindsay 
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In our prayers this week, we pray 

for: 

Those who are ill … 
Fiona & David Dean, Barbara Wardle,  
Rob Seabourn, Rosamund Skelton and  
Sheila Walshaw and all those infected and 
affected by the coronavirus. 
 

Those who have died… 

Brian Johns 

Our parishes … 
To befriend, partner and develop an 
inspirational culture that inspires faith, hope 
and love in our communities. 
 
For all who are isolated and lonely, for the ill 
and bereaved, and for perseverance and 
resilience for all.  
 
For staff and patients in  Ross Community  
Hospital. 
 
For all our schools, for head teachers, 
teachers and students  

For all businesses in Ross, Walford and 
Brampton Abbotts, for the prosperity of 
business in 2021, and for all who face 
anxious times. 

If you have a prayer request, email us. 
We would love to pray for you! 

 

 
 
 

Prayer for today 

 

Merciful Lord, 
we thank you that you have delivered 
us from the power of sin 
and restored us to your peace 
in the fellowship of your Church; 
strengthen us by your Spirit, 
that we may please you 
until we come to the fullness of your 
eternal kingdom; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen 
 

 


