
This week in the Ross Parishes: 

Everyday: 9am Morning Prayer - rossparishes.uk/morning-prayer 

Monday 7th June  
7.30pm Bible Study  - online 

Tuesday 8th June 
10am-12 noon Tea and Toast, St Mary Hall 
7.15pm Prayer Course - Zoom 

Wednesday 9th June  
8.45-10.15am - Toddle and Toast at St Mary’s 
3.30-5.00pm LEAF (a group for secondary school students to hang out at church, play games, 
and discuss life) at St Mary’s.  

Thursday 10th June  
10am Eucharist - Ross (Common Worship and also livestreamed) 
11am Thursday Prayer Group - Zoom  
7.30pm Christian Meditation. Please contact Chris for details (chris@rossparishes.uk)  

Sunday 13th June  
8am Live-streamed BCP Communion Service - St Mary’s 
9.30am Live-streamed Eucharist Service - St Mary’s  
10.45am Zoom Family Service - Walford 
 

St Mary’s can currently accommodate only 60 people due to social distancing, St Michaels Walford 30. 
Booking is essential. Please see our website: https://rossparishes.uk/services or contact the office. 
Please note: All pre-recorded services will be available on the website (rossparishes.uk) and 
livestreamed services will be available on the Ross Parishes Facebook page or YouTube. If you are  
having trouble accessing any services online please contact mark@rossparishes.uk or the church office.  

Sunday 6th June 2021 
First After Trinity 
 

We offer a warm welcome to  
everyone at our services today 
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Letter from The Venerable Fiona Gibson, Archdeacon of Ludlow  

 
This is the first time I’ve written one of these articles since I moved to south Shropshire and 
was collated as Archdeacon of Ludlow at the end of April, so I’d like to begin by thanking 
you for the very warm welcome my family and I have received among you here in the arch-
deaconry and the wider diocese. Moving house during a pandemic was a challenge, but we 
were well supported all the way, not least by the prayers of those in both dioceses:  
St Albans and Hereford. 
Like you, I’m hopeful that we may now be entering a time where the necessary restrictions 
under which we’ve lived for the past year will ease, and I can get out and about more to 
visit parishes, beginning to get to know the clergy and people in our schools, churches, and 
wider communities. 
You may be wondering what my hopes and prayers for the coming years are. In many ways 
they’re summed up in the reading from Paul’s letter to the Ephesians which was read at my 
collation: 
 
“I pray that out of his glorious riches God may strengthen you with power through his Spirit 
in your inner being, so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith. And I pray that 
you, being rooted and established in love, may have power, together with all the Lord’s holy 
people, to grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the love of Christ, and to know 
this love that surpasses knowledge – that you may be filled to the measure of all the full-
ness of God. 
Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to 
his power that is at work within us, to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus 
throughout all generations, for ever and ever! Amen.” 
 
Ephesians 3:16-21 
I long that each of us in the churches across the diocese may know the fullness of the love 
of God in Christ ourselves, and may be equipped and inspired to share that love with those 
around us in our homes, families, schools, workplaces, and places of leisure. I pray that this 
faith and love will fill you, and our churches, villages, and towns. 
A tall order? Maybe. But at the end of the passage we’re reminded that God can 
do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to his power that is at work 
within us. That’s the grounds for my confidence as, together, we move on and out in faith, 
filled with hope, to share the love of Christ with our lips and our lives. 
 
AD Fiona 

 

 
On Sunday 13th June, the Eco church group will be carrying out a survey of the wildlife, 
plants and trees in our churchyard at St Marys. We are sharing in a national survey for 
Churches Count on Nature 2021 and the results will be linked to the national biodiversity 
network.  Booking is essential if you wish to join us.  We will let you know what we find 
Rosie Winyard 

News from the parishes 



 

Today’s readings 

 
First Reading: 2 Corinthians 4.13-5.1 
But just as we have the same spirit of faith that is in accordance with scripture—‘I believed, and so 
I spoke’—we also believe, and so we speak, because we know that the one who raised the Lord 
Jesus will raise us also with Jesus, and will bring us with you into his presence. Yes, everything is 
for your sake, so that grace, as it extends to more and more people, may increase thanksgiving, to 
the glory of God. 
So we do not lose heart. Even though our outer nature is wasting away, our inner nature is being 
renewed day by day. For this slight momentary affliction is preparing us for an eternal weight of 
glory beyond all measure, because we look not at what can be seen but at what cannot be seen; 
for what can be seen is temporary, but what cannot be seen is eternal. 
For we know that if the earthly tent we live in is destroyed, we have a building from God, a house 
not made with hands, eternal in the heavens. 
 
Gospel Reading: Mark 3.20-end 
And the crowd came together again, so that they could not even eat. When his family heard it, 
they went out to restrain him, for people were saying, ‘He has gone out of his mind.’ And the 
scribes who came down from Jerusalem said, ‘He has Beelzebul, and by the ruler of the demons 
he casts out demons.’ And he called them to him, and spoke to them in parables, ‘How can Satan 
cast out Satan? If a kingdom is divided against itself, that kingdom cannot stand. And if a house is 
divided against itself, that house will not be able to stand. And if Satan has risen up against himself 
and is divided, he cannot stand, but his end has come. But no one can enter a strong man’s house 
and plunder his property without first tying up the strong man; then indeed the house can be 
plundered. 
‘Truly I tell you, people will be forgiven for their sins and whatever blasphemies they utter; but 
whoever blasphemes against the Holy Spirit can never have forgiveness, but is guilty of an eternal 
sin’— for they had said, ‘He has an unclean spirit.’ 
Then his mother and his brothers came; and standing outside, they sent to him and called him. A 
crowd was sitting around him; and they said to him, ‘Your mother and your brothers and sis-
ters are outside, asking for you.’ And he replied, ‘Who are my mother and my brothers?’ And look-
ing at those who sat around him, he said, ‘Here are my mother and my brothers! Whoever does 
the will of God is my brother and sister and mother.’ 
 

 

 

Calling all Servers (Crucifers and Acolytes) and anyone interested in becoming a  
server at St Mary's - There will be a meeting at 10am on Saturday 26th June in St 
Mary's - please join us to discuss the way forward. Thanks Freda Davies 



In our prayers this week, we pray 

for: 

Those who are ill … 
Pam Harding, Rosamund Skelton, Ken 
Burchell, Sheila Walshaw and Tarquin 
Wiggins and all those infected and affected 
by the coronavirus. 
 

Those who have died… 

John Taylor 

Our parishes … 
To befriend, partner and develop an 
inspirational culture that inspires faith, hope 
and love in our communities. 
 
For all who are isolated and lonely, for the ill 
and bereaved, and for perseverance and 
resilience for all.  
 
For staff and patients in  Ross Community  
Hospital. 
 
For all our schools, for head teachers, 
teachers and students  

 

For all businesses in Ross, Walford and 
Brampton Abbotts, for the prosperity of 
business in 2021, and for all who face 
anxious times. 
 

If you have a prayer request, email us. 
We would love to pray for you! 

 

 
 
 

Prayer for today 

 
O God, 
the strength of all those  
who put their trust in you, 
mercifully accept our prayers 
and, because through the weakness 
of our mortal nature 
we can do no good thing without you,  
grant us the help of your grace, 
that in the keeping of your  
commandments 
we may please you both  
in will and deed; 
through Jesus Christ  
your Son our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 
Amen 
 


