
This week in the Ross Parishes: 

Everyday: 9am Morning Prayer - rossparishes.uk/morning-prayer 

Monday 14th June  
7.30pm Bible Study  - online 

Tuesday 15th June 
10am-12 noon Tea and Toast, St Mary Hall 
7.15pm Prayer Course - Zoom 

Wednesday 16th June  
8.45-10.15am - Toddle and Toast at St Mary’s 
11.15am PONDER the scripture and PRAY, via Zoom. Please contact freda@rossparishes.uk  
3.30-5.00pm LEAF (a group for secondary school students to hang out at church, play games, 
and discuss life) at St Mary’s.  

Thursday 17th June  
10am Eucharist - Ross (Common Worship and also livestreamed) 
11am Thursday Prayer Group - Zoom  
7.30pm Christian Meditation. Please contact Chris for details (chris@rossparishes.uk)  

Sunday 20th June  
8am Live-streamed BCP Communion Service - St Mary’s 
9.30am Live-streamed Eucharist Service - St Mary’s  
9.30am Parish Eucharist - Walford 

St Mary’s can currently accommodate only 60 people due to social distancing, St Michaels Walford 30. 
Booking is essential. Please see our website: https://rossparishes.uk/services or contact the office. 
Please note: All pre-recorded services will be available on the website (rossparishes.uk) and 
livestreamed services will be available on the Ross Parishes Facebook page or YouTube. If you are  
having trouble accessing any services online please contact mark@rossparishes.uk or the church office.  

Sunday 13th June 2021 
Second Sunday After Trinity 
 

We offer a warm welcome to  
everyone at our services today 

Newsletter The Ross Parishes 
rossparishes.uk 

Ross-on-Wye 

Walford 

Brampton Abbotts  

growing inclusive, intergenerational churches that inspire faith, hope and love 

Rector & Rural Dean: Rev’d Sean Semple | 01989 562175 | sean@rossparishes.uk (not Fri) 
Curate: Rev’d Tiffany Jackson | tiffany@rossparishes.uk |   07881420823 (not Fri) 
Associate Priest: Rev’d Canon Chris Blanchard | 01989 762368 | chris@rossparishes.uk (Sun - Wed) 
 Assistant Clergy: Rev’d Colin Leggate |  colin@rossparishes.uk  I 01989 564536 
                                 Rev’d Prebendary Caroline Pascoe  |  caroline@rossparishes.uk  
Reader: Canon Freda Davies  |   freda@rossparishes.uk  
Administrator: Louise Jarvis |  01989 562175  |  administrator@rossparishes.uk  

https://rossparishes.uk/morning-prayer
mailto:freda@rossparishes.uk
https://rossparishes.uk/services
mailto:mark@rossparishes.uk


 

Letter from Derek  

How popular will the name Lilibet become following her arrival as the Ducal Sussex daugh-
ter? During the last few weeks I have been in contact with school leaders in Zimbabwe and I 
was immediately taken with the fact that most had value based descriptive first names such 
as Peace, Providence, Happiness and Perfection. Whilst this may reflect parental aspirations 
for their offspring, I do wonder about the motive for calling a youngster Destiny or Fate. 

You may have noticed that I used the word ’first’ name according to the current convention 
in a secular society. However, for many of the people in those countries where missionary 
activity was liveliest a century ago people proudly indicate their Christian name as a badge 
of honour. 

We still recall the work of missionaries in the daily commemoration of those who have made 
a significant contribution to the spread of Christianity. From the early missionaries - and I 
have a particular liking for people such as Gregory , David and Patrick, to the much later  
Polynesian Martyrs and Romero mission has been achieved at personal cost. 

Nevertheless, Mark’s gospel recounting of the potential for growth from a mustard seed was 
clearly the inspiration to many of those who have spread the Word across many centuries. 
In each, the pattern and practice of mission has changed and we are at a turning point at the 
end of Covid. There are signs of renewed interest in Christianity as people reflect on past 
events, and the prospect of baptism is once again a reality - witness our own experience 
here - as faith, hope and love become embedded in our thinking. Maybe those potential 
Zimbabwean Christian names are a call to the ‘woke generation’, and are feed for the  
mustard seed of Christianity. 

 
 

I would like to thank everyone for their prayers and kind wishes. I am pleased to say that I 
am on the road to recovery. Prayers are certainly answered. Kindest regards, Pam Harding 

Calling all Servers (Crucifers and Acolytes) and anyone interested in becoming a  
server at St Mary's - There will be a meeting at 10am on Saturday 26th June in St Mary's - 
please join us to discuss the way forward. Thanks Freda Davies 

Afternoon Tea - at home with Bryan and Sue Jones. 21 Merrivale Lane, Ross. Sunday 27th 
June, 3.30pm-5.30pm. There will be a raffle on the day. In aid of St Mary’s Church Flower 
Fund. Tickets are limited, £10. Please phone 01989 565165. Thank you 

On Sunday, 7 November, we will be hosting a confirmation at St. 
Mary’s. Confirmation is an exciting moment in our journey of 
faith where individuals make a commitment to follow Jesus 
(either confirming their baptisms, or sometimes being baptised 
and confirmed on the same day). We will be holding some ses-
sions in the autumn to prepare those seeking to be confirmed.  
If you would like to be confirmed to talk more about it, please 

contact Tiffany (tiffany@rossparishes.uk) or Sean (sean@rossparishes.uk).   

We would love to explore this with you.  

News from the parishes 
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Today’s readings 

First Reading: 2 Corinthians 5.6-10, 11-17 
So we are always confident; even though we know that while we are at home in the body we are 
away from the Lord— for we walk by faith, not by sight. Yes, we do have confidence, and we 
would rather be away from the body and at home with the Lord. So whether we are at home or 
away, we make it our aim to please him. For all of us must appear before the  
judgement seat of Christ, so that each may receive recompense for what has been done in the 
body, whether good or evil. 
Therefore, knowing the fear of the Lord, we try to persuade others; but we ourselves are well 
known to God, and I hope that we are also well known to your consciences. We are not  
commending ourselves to you again, but giving you an opportunity to boast about us, so that you 
may be able to answer those who boast in outward appearance and not in the heart. For if we are 
beside ourselves, it is for God; if we are in our right mind, it is for you. For the love of Christ urges 
us on, because we are convinced that one has died for all; therefore all have died. And he died for 
all, so that those who live might live no longer for themselves, but for him who died and was 
raised for them. 
From now on, therefore, we regard no one from a human point of view; even though we once 
knew Christ from a human point of view, we know him no longer in that way. So if  
anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has passed away; see, everything has 
become new! 
 

Gospel Reading: Mark 4.26-34 

He also said, ‘The kingdom of God is as if someone would scatter seed on the ground, and would 

sleep and rise night and day, and the seed would sprout and grow, he does not know how. The 

earth produces of itself, first the stalk, then the head, then the full grain in the head. But when the 

grain is ripe, at once he goes in with his sickle, because the harvest has come.’ 

He also said, ‘With what can we compare the kingdom of God, or what parable will we use for 
it? It is like a mustard seed, which, when sown upon the ground, is the smallest of all the seeds on 
earth; yet when it is sown it grows up and becomes the greatest of all shrubs, and puts forth large 
branches, so that the birds of the air can make nests in its shade.’ 
With many such parables he spoke the word to them, as they were able to hear it; he did not 
speak to them except in parables, but he explained everything in private to his disciples. 

On Sunday morning at St Mary’s we will be learning more about Eco-church and ways 
we can engage to contribute to the protection and restoration of the natural world.   
The impact of climate change particularly affects the poorest nations the hardest, so we 
are also contributing to issues of social justice.  There are several ways of doing this  
before thinking about what we can do to change. The principles of Reduce, Re-use and 
Recycle are key in this process.   For more information, A-Rocha UK and the World Wildlife 
Fund for nature have some great resources which can be helpful to measure your carbon 
footprint and consider ideas that you could put into action. Small changes can have a big  
impact! http://footprint.wwf.org.uk    Rose Winyard 

Walford church plant and produce sale at Castle Brook (HR9 5SG), Friday 18th June 
10am to noon. £2 entry. Refreshments available. Please contact Sanna Drummond 
(sannadrummond@gmail.com) if you are able to supply any plants for the sale. 
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In our prayers this week, we pray 

for: 

Those who are ill … 
Pam Harding, Rosamund Skelton, Ken 
Burchell and Sheila Walshaw and all those 
infected and affected by the coronavirus. 
 

Those who have died… 
Elizabeth Greenway and John Taylor 

Our parishes … 
To befriend, partner and develop an 
inspirational culture that inspires faith, hope 
and love in our communities. 
 
For all who are isolated and lonely, for the ill 
and bereaved, and for perseverance and 
resilience for all.  
 
For staff and patients in  Ross Community  
Hospital. 
 
For all our schools, for head teachers, 
teachers and students  

 

For all businesses in Ross, Walford and 
Brampton Abbotts, for the prosperity of 
business in 2021, and for all who face 
anxious times. 
 

If you have a prayer request, email us. 
We would love to pray for you! 

 

 
 
 

Prayer for today 

 
Glorious God, 

the whole creation proclaims  

your marvellous work: 

increase in us a capacity 

to wonder and delight in it, 

that heaven’s praise may echo  

in our hearts 

and our lives be spent as  

good stewards of the earth, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen 


