
This week in the Ross Parishes: 

Everyday: 9am Morning Prayer - rossparishes.uk/morning-prayer 

Monday 10th May  
7.30pm Bible Study 

Wednesday 12th May  

PONDER the scripture and PRAY from 11-15am, via Zoom. Please contact  
freda@rossparishes.uk for joining details. 

3.30-5.00pm LEAF (a group for secondary school students to hang out at church, play games, 
and discuss life) 

Thursday 13th May Ascension Thursday 

10am Eucharist - Ross (Common Worship and also livestreamed) 
11am Thursday Prayer Group 
7.30pm Christian Meditation. Please contact Chris (chris@rossparishes.uk) if you would like a 
Zoom link 

Sunday 16th May  
8am Live-streamed BCP Communion Service - Ross 
9.30am Live-streamed Eucharist Service - Ross 
9.30am- Parish Eucharist - Walford 

St Mary’s can currently accommodate only 60 people due to social distancing, St Michaels Walford 30. 
Booking is essential. Please see our website: https://rossparishes.uk/services or contact the office. 
Please note: All pre-recorded services will be available on the website (rossparishes.uk) and 
livestreamed services will be available on the Ross Parishes Facebook page or YouTube. If you are  
having trouble accessing any services online please contact mark@rossparishes.uk or the church office.  

Sunday 9th May 2021 
Sixth Sunday of Easter 
 

We offer a warm welcome to  
everyone at our services today 
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Letter from Colin 

I grew up with four siblings and the cry was often heard – ‘it’s not fair!’ We all knew exactly 
what we meant –somebody was getting something that should have been mine; more 
food, staying up later, bigger present etc.etc. 

I now live in Covid times and I often hear the cry – ‘it’s not fair!’. Everyone knows what 
they mean – somebody is getting something that should be theirs; that business is staying 
open while mine is being shut, that person got the jab before me etc. etc. It’s all a post 
code lottery and it’s not fair. 

So where is God. 

Our Bible Study group has been looking through Isaiah and in chapter55 we found God’s 
outrageous view of fairness. We humans have plundered the planet, wasted millions on 
propping up our power base and deserve nothing but the retribution we have dished out 
to others. And what does our “unfair” God say – come to me if you are stony broke, hungry 
and thirsty and I will give you everything! Surely a “fair” God would say he was going to 
treat us as we have treated others.  In addition our “unfair” God has watched us break  
every rule in his book and delighting in the temporary fun of sinning and yet he says – 
come to me and we will put it right together and I will bless you. Surely a “fair” God would 
say he was going to treat us as we have treated others. 

It is all explained in the verse  

“My thoughts are not like yours and my ways are different from yours. As high as the  
heavens are above the earth so high are my ways and thoughts above yours.” 

Why not join one of the Bible Study groups and learn of God’s ways and realise the  
shallowness of the modern cry – “it’s not fair!” 

 

 
 
Signpost. Alongside the normal Job Club provision we are developing our advisory ser-
vices for anyone needing personal help. If you have experience of the health services,  
social services, benefit systems, housing, legal matters, employment, or counselling and 
feel willing to be the first point of contact for an enquirer with phone or e-mail contact do 
please let me know. Our role is to suggest ways in which those with problems can find fur-
ther help - attendance at our Tuesday drop in sessions is not necessary although it would 
be great to have more face to face help. Many thanks, Derek 565167 
 

St Mary’s APCM - is to be held on Wednesday 12th May at 7pm on Zoom. Booklets and the 
financial statement can be viewed on our website or a paper copy collected from church. 
 https://rossparishes.uk/2021/04/28/st-marys-annual-meetings/ 

 

News from the parishes 



 

Today’s Readings 

 
First Reading: Acts 10.44-end 
While Peter was still speaking, the Holy Spirit fell upon all who heard the word. The  

circumcised believers who had come with Peter were astounded that the gift of the Holy 

Spirit had been poured out even on the Gentiles, for they heard them speaking in tongues 

and extolling God. Then Peter said, ‘Can anyone withhold the water for baptizing these peo-

ple who have received the Holy Spirit just as we have?’ So he ordered them to be baptized 

in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they invited him to stay for several days. 

Gospel Reading: John 15.9-17 

As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in my love. If you keep my command-
ments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s commandments and abide 
in his love. I have said these things to you so that my joy may be in you, and that your joy 
may be complete. 
‘This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. No one has  
greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. You are my friends if you do 
what I command you. I do not call you servants any longer, because the servant does not 
know what the master is doing; but I have called you friends, because I have made known 
to you everything that I have heard from my Father. You did not choose me but I chose you. 
And I appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit that will last, so that the Father will give you 
whatever you ask him in my name. I am giving you these commands so that you may love 
one another. 

     Christian Aid week May 10-16 will be a virtual 
    affair. The focus is on the plight of drought which 
    numerous countries around the world face. Millions 
    of people struggle to get the food and water they 
    need. The Christian Aid site has some excellent  
material and you can donate at caid.org.uk/caw21 or call 0845 700 0300 
 

Toast and Toddle (our toddler group) is back on the 19th May 2021 at St Mary’s, Ross 
on Wye. Every Wednesday morning 8.45 am - 10.15 am. Please call in on the way back 
from the school run.  Come in for a warm welcome, a warm drink and a chat.  Covid 
regulations will be in place. We look forward to seeing old friends of Toast and Toddle 
and lots of new friends.  
 
Ross Community Larder – Annual General Meeting Ross Community Larder will be 
holding a short AGM, via Zoom, on Tuesday 11th May at 7pm.  If you would like to 
attend please send an email to: crclarder@outlook.com The Zoom link will then be sent 
to you.  Thank you for your continued support of the Larder. Lindsay Cole 
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In our prayers this week, we pray 

for: 

Those who are ill … 
Ken Burchell, Sheila Walshaw and Tarquin 
Wiggins and all those infected and affected 
by the coronavirus. 
 

Those who have died… 
Freda Beer, Joan Cowmeadow, Sheila Russell, 
and Suzanne Eward   

Our parishes … 
To befriend, partner and develop an 
inspirational culture that inspires faith, hope 
and love in our communities. 
 
For all who are isolated and lonely, for the ill 
and bereaved, and for perseverance and 
resilience for all.  
 
For staff and patients in  Ross Community  
Hospital. 
 
For all our schools, for head teachers, 
teachers and students  

 

For all businesses in Ross, Walford and 
Brampton Abbotts, for the prosperity of 
business in 2021, and for all who face 
anxious times. 
 

If you have a prayer request, email us. 
We would love to pray for you! 

 

 
 
 

Prayer for today 

 
Risen Christ, 
by the lakeside you renewed your 
call to your disciples: 
help your Church  
to obey your command 
and draw the nations  
to the fire of your love, 
to the glory of God the Father. 
Amen 


