
This week in the Ross Parishes: 

Everyday: 9am Morning Prayer - rossparishes.uk/morning-prayer 

Monday 31st May  
7.30pm Bible Study  - online 

Tuesday 1st June 
7.15pm Prayer Course - Zoom 

Wednesday 2nd June  
8.45-10.15am - Toddle and Toast at St Mary’s 

Thursday 3rd June  
10am Eucharist - Ross (Common Worship and also livestreamed) 
11am Thursday Prayer Group - Zoom  
3.30pm Messy Church at St Mary’s and @home 
7.30pm Christian Meditation. Please contact Chris for details (chris@rossparishes.uk)  

Sunday 6th June  
8am Live-streamed BCP Communion Service - St Mary’s 
9.30am Live-streamed Eucharist Service - St Mary’s  
9.30am Parish Eucharist - St Michael’s, Walford 
11.30am Baptism - St Mary’s 
 

St Mary’s can currently accommodate only 60 people due to social distancing, St Michaels Walford 30. 
Booking is essential. Please see our website: https://rossparishes.uk/services or contact the office. 
Please note: All pre-recorded services will be available on the website (rossparishes.uk) and 
livestreamed services will be available on the Ross Parishes Facebook page or YouTube. If you are  
having trouble accessing any services online please contact mark@rossparishes.uk or the church office.  

Sunday 30th May 2021 
Trinity Sunday 
 

We offer a warm welcome to  
everyone at our services today 
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Letter from Sean 
When I worked as a psychologist I discovered that many patients had the strange and self-
centred fantasy that I didn’t think of anything else except their issues between consultations. At 
any one time I was working with around 30 patients, and so while each patient’s story was 
tucked at the back of my mind, I actually needed to give those I was seeing on a particular day 
my full attention.  

There is a similar fantasy that exists among churchgoers about vicars: if we don’t see the vicar s/
he is not doing anything! And as many Christians only come to the church building on a Sunday, 
they think that the vicar only works on that day.  

During the last two week this is what I have been doing when you haven’t seen me:  

Discussing an exhumation with the Diocesan Registrar; attending a Training Incumbent’s work-
shop and a school governor’s meeting; conducting 2 funerals (one of a baby), 1 wedding re-
hearsal and 1 wedding, and preparing one person for baptism and two couples for their wed-
ding. I visited people in the County and Ross hospitals, did a ward visit at Ross hospital, met 
with a substance abuse agency in Ross to investigate partnering with them, helped with the 
Toast and Toddle Group twice and led LEAF once,  led a deanery chapter meeting, arranged and 
attended the Bishop’s Picnic at Ross, prepared 3 sermons, conducted and/or preached at 5 Sun-
day services, led Morning Prayer once and attended it several times, conducted a Ministry Team 
Meeting, attended an AGM of a vacant benefice, and several meetings with the Archdeacon and 
deanery leadership; and on a daily basis I need to respond to on average 35 emails and make 
several phone calls.  

Not all weeks are like this but many are. When people say that I need to just say “no” to things 
in order to prevent overwork, what they so often mean is that I should say “no” to other people, 
not them!  Others say, “Well, he is paid to do this!” Ross alone has 12000 souls – most other 
priests in this deanery have a maximum of 3000 souls in all their parishes put together - and 
they and I receive the same stipend.  

This busyness is not a badge of honour – it is simply the reality of being the Rector of a market 
town and two villages, and of being a Rural Dean; and of wanting to do things well to express 
God’s life in these places. It is also not to say that you shouldn’t contact me if you need me – 
being your priest is my primary calling. But there are not many weeks when I will simply have 
the time to pop in for a chat! 

It is a challenge to balance the work of ministry with a family life and self-care, but I do try. I 
hope this factual presentation of what a modern vicar’s work looks like will dispel some of the 
myths, and will encourage more realistic expectations of those of us on the front line of parish 
work. It is a privilege to be a Rector and it is a highly demanding and stimulating vocation – but 
it has little in common with the “more tea, Vicar” fantasy of parish work.  

 

 

Thank you to the catering team - Margaret Mason, Judith Hazelton 
and Margaret Willis, who have now stepped down from their many 
years of catering. A new ministry of hospitality will be lead by Colin 
Leggate. Anyone who would like to use their hospitality skills for St 
Mary’s please contact Colin. 01989 564536, colin@rossparishes.uk 

 

News from the parishes 



 

May 100 Club has taken place and the winners were 1st Prize Fiona  
Turner 2nd Prize Paul Edward 3rd Prize Margaret Willis . 

St Mary’s Churchyard Angels will meet again next Saturday June  
5th from 9.30am All strimmers and rakers welcome.  
John Setchfield 

Today’s readings 

 
First Reading: Isaiah 6.1-8 
In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord sitting on a throne, high and lofty; and the hem of 
his robe filled the temple. Seraphs were in attendance above him; each had six wings: with two 
they covered their faces, and with two they covered their feet, and with two they flew. And one 
called to another and said: 
‘Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts; the whole earth is full of his glory.’ 
The pivots on the thresholds shook at the voices of those who called, and the house filled with 
smoke. And I said: ‘Woe is me! I am lost, for I am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a people 
of unclean lips; yet my eyes have seen the King, the Lord of hosts!’ 
Then one of the seraphs flew to me, holding a live coal that had been taken from the altar with a 
pair of tongs. The seraph touched my mouth with it and said: ‘Now that this has touched your 
lips, your guilt has departed and your sin is blotted out.’ Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, 
‘Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?’ And I said, ‘Here am I; send me!’ 
 

Gospel Reading: John 3.1-17 

Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews. He came to Jesus by night and 

said to him, ‘Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has come from God; for no one can do 

these signs that you do apart from the presence of God.’ Jesus answered him, ‘Very truly, I tell 

you, no one can see the kingdom of God without being born from above.’ Nicodemus said to him, 

‘How can anyone be born after having grown old? Can one enter a second time into the mother’s 

womb and be born?’ Jesus answered, ‘Very truly, I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God 

without being born of water and Spirit. What is born of the flesh is flesh, and what is born of the 

Spirit is spirit. Do not be astonished that I said to you, “You must be born from above.” The 

wind blows where it chooses, and you hear the sound of it, but you do not know where it comes 

from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.’ Nicodemus said to him, 

‘How can these things be?’ Jesus answered him, ‘Are you a teacher of Israel, and yet you do not 

understand these things? 

‘Very truly, I tell you, we speak of what we know and testify to what we have seen; yet you do not 

receive our testimony. If I have told you about earthly things and you do not believe, how can you 

believe if I tell you about heavenly things? No one has ascended into heaven except the one who 

descended from heaven, the Son of Man. And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the  

wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, that whoever believes in him may have eternal 

life. ‘For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him 

may not perish but may have eternal life. 

‘Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the 

world might be saved through him. 



In our prayers this week, we pray 

for: 

Those who are ill … 
Rosamund Skelton, Ken Burchell, Sheila 
Walshaw and Tarquin Wiggins and all those 
infected and affected by the coronavirus. 
 

Those who have died… 
 

Our parishes … 
To befriend, partner and develop an 
inspirational culture that inspires faith, hope 
and love in our communities. 
 
For all who are isolated and lonely, for the ill 
and bereaved, and for perseverance and 
resilience for all.  
 
For staff and patients in  Ross Community  
Hospital. 
 
For all our schools, for head teachers, 
teachers and students  

 

For all businesses in Ross, Walford and 
Brampton Abbotts, for the prosperity of 
business in 2021, and for all who face 
anxious times. 
 

If you have a prayer request, email us. 
We would love to pray for you! 

 

 
 
 

Prayer for today 

Almighty and everlasting God, 
you have given us  
your servants grace, 
by the confession of a true faith, 
to acknowledge the glory of the  
eternal Trinity 
and in the power of the divine  
majesty to worship the Unity: 
keep us steadfast in this faith, 
that we may evermore be  
defended from all adversities; 
through Jesus Christ  
your Son our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 
Amen 


