
This week in the Ross Parishes: 

Everyday: 9am Morning Prayer - rossparishes.uk/morning-prayer 

Monday 24th May  
7.30pm Bible Study  - online 

Tuesday 25th May 
7.15pm Prayer Course - Zoom 
2.30pm Just B Bereavement Group at St Mary’s 

Wednesday 26th May  
8.45-10.15am - Toddle and Toast at St Mary’s 

3.30-5.00pm LEAF (a group for secondary school students to hang out at church, play games, 
and discuss life) at St Mary’s.  

Thursday 27th May  
10am Eucharist - Ross (Common Worship and also livestreamed) 
11am Thursday Prayer Group - Zoom  
7.30pm Christian Meditation. Please contact Chris (chris@rossparishes.uk) if you would like a 
Zoom link 

Sunday 30th May   
8am Live-streamed BCP Communion Service - St Mary’s 
9.30am Live-streamed Eucharist Service - St Mary’s  
 
 

St Mary’s can currently accommodate only 60 people due to social distancing, St Michaels Walford 30. 
Booking is essential. Please see our website: https://rossparishes.uk/services or contact the office. 
Please note: All pre-recorded services will be available on the website (rossparishes.uk) and 
livestreamed services will be available on the Ross Parishes Facebook page or YouTube. If you are  

Sunday 23rd May 2021 
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Letter from Chris 

In not so recent history this week always used to be called Whit week, beginning with Whit 
Sunday and Whit Monday, which was always kept as a bank holiday. It was a time when 
everyone started looking forward to Summer and began changing into summer outfits. The 
religious festival was often accompanied by Whit walks, with processions through the 
towns. The name may have derived from the new white dresses that young girls would 
bring out for the festival, or possibly from the old Anglo-Saxon word for Wisdom.  

Since 1971, when the Monday holiday was moved to a fixed Spring Bank Holiday at the end 
of May, there has been a gradual divide between the religious and secular holiday. The 
Church now generally uses the ancient Jewish name of Pentecost, which is the Biblical 
name used in the Acts of the Apostles to describe the events which happened on that festi-
val 50 days after Easter. Acts Chapter 2 describes the coming of the Holy Spirit into the life 
of the Christian Church and is sometimes called the Birthday of the Church. The festival 
was particularly revived by the Pentecostal churches at the beginning of the last century, 
although this charismatic movement of the Spirit has influenced all the churches up until 
this present time. 

The long cold Springtime this year somehow seems to reflect the long dark period of pan-

demic which has affected all our spirits for well over a year now. Whether people feel they 

are religious or not, I think everyone at this time is longing for the spirit of joy and hope to 

come back into their lives as we try to shake off the dark days of lockdown. We still have 

great fears of mixing properly together, even with our families and friends, and yet we may 

now begin to dare to hope that we can get back to sharing and caring for others in our 

community. Let us hope and pray that the Whitsun spirit of love, hope and joy will revive 

us as we begin to return to a more normal way of life.  

 

 
 
 

Signpost. Alongside the normal Job Club provision we are 
developing our advisory services for anyone needing personal 
help. If you have experience of the health services,  
social services, benefit systems, housing, legal matters, em-
ployment, or counselling and feel willing to be the first point 
of contact for an enquirer with phone or e-mail contact do 
please let me know. Our role is to suggest ways in which those 
with problems can find further help - attendance at our Tues-
day drop in sessions is not necessary although it would be 
great to have more face to face help. Many thanks, Derek 
565167 

   

News from the parishes 



 

Today’s Readings 

First Reading: Acts 2.1-21 
When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place. And suddenly from 
heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire house where 
they were sitting. Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each 
of them. All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages, as the 
Spirit gave them ability. 
Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in Jerusalem. And at this 
sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, because each one heard them speaking in the 
native language of each. Amazed and astonished, they asked, ‘Are not all these who are speaking 
Galileans? And how is it that we hear, each of us, in our own native language? Parthians, Medes, 
Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and 
Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both Jews 
and proselytes, Cretans and Arabs—in our own languages we hear them speaking about God’s 
deeds of power.’ All were amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, ‘What does this 
mean?’ But others sneered and said, ‘They are filled with new wine.’ 
But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them: ‘Men of Judea and all 
who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to what I say. Indeed, these are not 
drunk, as you suppose, for it is only nine o’clock in the morning. No, this is what was spoken 
through the prophet Joel:“ In the last days it will be, God declares, that I will pour out my Spirit 
upon all flesh, and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall 
see visions, and your old men shall dream dreams. Even upon my slaves, both men and women, 
in those days I will pour out my Spirit; and they shall prophesy. And I will show portents in the 
heaven above and signs on the earth below, blood, and fire, and smoky mist. The sun shall be 
turned to darkness and the moon to blood, before the coming of the Lord’s great and glorious 
day. Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.” 
 

Gospel Reading: John 15.26-27, 16.4b-15 

‘When the Advocate comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, the Spirit of truth who 
comes from the Father, he will testify on my behalf. You also are to testify because you have been 
with me from the beginning. But I have said these things to you so that when their hour comes 
you may remember that I told you about them. 
‘I did not say these things to you from the beginning, because I was with you. But now I am going 
to him who sent me; yet none of you asks me, “Where are you going?” But because I have said 
these things to you, sorrow has filled your hearts. Nevertheless, I tell you the truth: it is to your 
advantage that I go away, for if I do not go away, the Advocate will not come to you; but if I go, I 
will send him to you. And when he comes, he will prove the world wrong about sin and righteous-
ness and judgement: about sin, because they do not believe in me; about righteousness, because 
I am going to the Father and you will see me no longer; about judgement, because the ruler of 
this world has been condemned. 
‘I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now. When the Spirit of truth 
comes, he will guide you into all the truth; for he will not speak on his own, but will speak what-
ever he hears, and he will declare to you the things that are to come. He will glorify me, because 
he will take what is mine and declare it to you. All that the Father has is mine. For this reason I 
said that he will take what is mine and declare it to you. 



In our prayers this week, we pray 

for: 

Those who are ill … 
Rosamund Skelton, Ken Burchell, Sheila 
Walshaw and Tarquin Wiggins and all those 
infected and affected by the coronavirus. 
 

Those who have died… 
Freda Beer and Sheila Russell 

Our parishes … 
To befriend, partner and develop an 
inspirational culture that inspires faith, hope 
and love in our communities. 
 
For all who are isolated and lonely, for the ill 
and bereaved, and for perseverance and 
resilience for all.  
 
For staff and patients in  Ross Community  
Hospital. 
 
For all our schools, for head teachers, 
teachers and students  

 

For all businesses in Ross, Walford and 
Brampton Abbotts, for the prosperity of 
business in 2021, and for all who face 
anxious times. 
 

If you have a prayer request, email us. 
We would love to pray for you! 

 

 
 
 

Prayer for today 

 
Holy Spirit, sent by the Father, 
ignite in us your holy fire; 
strengthen your children  
with the gift of faith, 
revive your Church  
with the breath of love, 
and renew the face of the earth, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen 


