
This week in the Ross Parishes: 

Everyday: 9am Morning Prayer - rossparishes.uk/morning-prayer 

Monday 3rd May  
7.30pm Bible Study 

Wednesday 5th May  

PONDER the scripture and PRAY from 11-15am, via Zoom. Please contact  
freda@rossparishes.uk for joining details. 

3.30-5.00pm LEAF (a group for secondary school students to hang out at church, play games, 
and discuss life) 

Thursday 6th May 

10am Eucharist - Ross (Common Worship and also livestreamed) 
11am Thursday Prayer Group 
3.30pm Messy Church @Home / St Mary’s 
7.30pm Christian Meditation. Please contact Chris (chris@rossparishes.uk) if you would like a 
Zoom link 

Sunday 9th May  
8am Live-streamed BCP Communion Service - Ross 
9.30am Live-streamed Eucharist Service - Ross 
10.45am Zoom family Service - Walford 

St Mary’s can currently accommodate only 60 people due to social distancing, St Michaels Walford 30. 
Booking is essential. Please see our website: https://rossparishes.uk/services or contact the office. 
Please note: All pre-recorded services will be available on the website (rossparishes.uk) and 
livestreamed services will be available on the Ross Parishes Facebook page or YouTube. If you are  
having trouble accessing any services online please contact mark@rossparishes.uk or the church office.  

Sunday 2nd May 2021 
Fifth Sunday of Easter 
 

We offer a warm welcome to  
everyone at our services today 
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Christian Aid week May 10-16 will be a virtual affair.  
The focus is on the plight of drought which numerous  
countries around the world face. Millions of people  
struggle to get the food and water they need. The  
Christian Aid site has some excellent material and you can 
donate at caid.org.uk/caw21 or call 0845 700 0300 

The April 100 Club has been drawn and the winners are:1st Prize   Jean Harrison  2nd Prize 
Margaret Willis  3rd Prize  Freda Davies 

The electoral roll is being revised ahead of the APCM at St Mary’s on Wednesday 12th May. 
The revision of the electoral roll needs to be completed before then. If you'd like to be add-
ed please use the online form as soon as possible. If you prefer paper you can download an 
application form and return it to the church office (or collect one from there). If are already 
on the roll, you do not need to contact us, your name will be carried over. Julian Hallett,  
Electoral Roll Officer 
 
Messy Church - join us on Thursday 6th May at 3.30pm in St Mary’s or from home. Booking 
essential. See the website to find out how to get involved in our Messy Church Faith, Hope 
and Love competition. https://rossparishes.uk/worship/messy-church-2/ 

Ross Community Larder – Annual General Meeting  
Ross Community Larder will be holding a short AGM, via Zoom, on  
Tuesday 11th May at 7pm.  If you would like to attend please send an 
email to: crclarder@outlook.com The Zoom link will then be sent to 
you.  Thank you for your continued support of the Larder. Lindsay Cole 

Letter from Tiffany 

Is the church for me? 

One of the things that I love about the Ross Parish churches is that they are everyone’s 
church. Pretty much everyone I meet in the area has some tie to it. Their sister got married 
here, their whole family has been baptised here, they ring the bells, join the choir occasion-
ally, or attend at Christmas every year. The Ross churches are everyone’s church. But I 
wonder if that’s how people feel on Sunday’s. 

So often in the history of the worldwide church, individuals have walked into church and 
felt completely and totally ‘other’. They may not be wearing the ‘right’ clothes, using fancy 
Christian words, or know when the right time is to stand up and sit down. For every person 
that has ever walked into church and not felt welcome, I truly apologise.    

Our scripture this week talks about someone who didn’t just feel ‘other’ but actually was. 

The Ethiopian eunuch, regardless of his ethnicity, would have been considered an outsider 

due to his sexual status; he would not have been allowed into the Jewish temple in the  

1st century. But when we meet him in the Bible, God sends Phillip out into the desert to 

meet him and to talk to him. God seeks out the ‘other’! Regardless of sexuality, ethnicity,  
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Today’s Readings 

First Reading: Acts 8.26-end 
Then an angel of the Lord said to Philip, ‘Get up and go towards the south to the road that goes 

down from Jerusalem to Gaza.’ (This is a wilderness road.) So he got up and went. Now there 

was an Ethiopian eunuch, a court official of the Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, in charge of 

her entire treasury. He had come to Jerusalem to worship and was returning home; seated in his 

chariot, he was reading the prophet Isaiah. Then the Spirit said to Philip, ‘Go over to this chariot 

and join it.’ So Philip ran up to it and heard him reading the prophet Isaiah. He asked, ‘Do you 

understand what you are reading?’ He replied, ‘How can I, unless someone guides me?’ And he 

invited Philip to get in and sit beside him. Now the passage of the scripture that he was reading 

was this: ‘Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter, and like a lamb silent before its shearer, so he 

does not open his mouth. In his humiliation justice was denied him. Who can describe his  

generation? For his life is taken away from the earth.’ The eunuch asked Philip, ‘About whom, 

may I ask you, does the prophet say this, about himself or about someone else?’ Then Philip 

began to speak, and starting with this scripture, he proclaimed to him the good news about  

Jesus. As they were going along the road, they came to some water; and the eunuch said, ‘Look, 

here is water! What is to prevent me from being baptized?’ He commanded the chariot to stop, 

and both of them, Philip and the eunuch, went down into the water, and Philip baptized 

him. When they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord snatched Philip away; the eu-

nuch saw him no more, and went on his way rejoicing. But Philip found himself at Azotus, and as 

he was passing through the region, he proclaimed the good news to all the towns until he came 

to Caesarea. 

Gospel Reading: John 15.1-8 

‘I am the true vine, and my Father is the vine-grower. He removes every branch in me that bears 

no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he prunes to make it bear more fruit. You have already 

been cleansed by the word that I have spoken to you. Abide in me as I abide in you. Just as the 

branch cannot bear fruit by itself unless it abides in the vine, neither can you unless you abide in 

me. I am the vine, you are the branches. Those who abide in me and I in them bear much fruit, 

because apart from me you can do nothing. Whoever does not abide in me is thrown away like a 

branch and withers; such branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. If you abide 

in me, and my words abide in you, ask for whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. My 

Father is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit and become my disciples. 

 

gender, non-gender, nationality, education, class, or wealth, all are welcome in God’s 
house.  

While this has been true since the very beginning of the church, I hope that we are 

starting to actually live out this truth. As women can now become bishops and the 

church starts to focus on recruiting priests from minority ethnic backgrounds, hopefully 

many more changes will be taking place that remind us that God is truly the god for 

those that feel totally ‘other’. So let’s embrace each other’s ‘otherness’ whether in the 

church or on the street. 



In our prayers this week, we pray 

for: 

Those who are ill … 
Ken Burchell, Sheila Walshaw, Tarquin 
Wiggins and all those infected and affected 
by the coronavirus. 
 

Those who have died… 
Sheila Russell, Rachel Parry, Suzanne Eward  
and Philip Price 

Our parishes … 
To befriend, partner and develop an 
inspirational culture that inspires faith, hope 
and love in our communities. 
 
For all who are isolated and lonely, for the ill 
and bereaved, and for perseverance and 
resilience for all.  
 
For staff and patients in  Ross Community  
Hospital. 
 
For all our schools, for head teachers, 
teachers and students as schools return after 
the Easter holidays.  

 

For all businesses in Ross, Walford and 
Brampton Abbotts, for the prosperity of 
business in 2021, and for all who face 
anxious times. 
 

If you have a prayer request, email us. 
We would love to pray for you! 

 

 
 
 

Prayer for today 

 
Risen Christ, 
your wounds declare  
your love for the world 
and the wonder of your risen life: 
give us compassion and courage 
to risk ourselves for those we serve,  
to the glory of God the Father. 
Amen 


