
This week in the Ross Parishes: 

Everyday: 9am Morning Prayer - rossparishes.uk/morning-prayer 

Monday 19th April  
7.30pm Bible Study 

Thursday 22nd April 

10am Live-streamed Eucharist - Ross 

11am Thursday Prayer Group 

7.30pm Christian Meditation. Please contact Chris if you would like a Zoom link 
 

Sunday 25th April 
8am Live-streamed BCP Communion Service - Ross 

9.30am Live-streamed Eucharist Service - Ross 

10.45am Zoom Family Service - Walford 

4pm Come As You Are - Ross 

 

St Mary’s can currently accommodate only 60 people due to social distancing, St Michaels Wal-

ford 30. Booking is essential. Please see our website: https://rossparishes.uk/services or contact 
the office.  
Please note: All pre-recorded services will be available on the website (rossparishes.uk) and 
livestreamed services will be available on the Ross Parishes Facebook page or YouTube. If you are 
having trouble accessing any services online please contact mark@rossparishes.uk or the church 
office.  

Sunday 18th April 2021 
Third Sunday of Easter 
 

We offer a warm welcome to  
everyone at our services today 

Newsletter The Ross Parishes 
rossparishes.uk 

Ross-on-Wye 

Walford 

Brampton Abbotts  

growing inclusive, intergenerational churches that inspire faith, hope and love 

Rector & Rural Dean: Rev’d Sean Semple | 01989 562175 | sean@rossparishes.uk (not Fri) 
Curate: Rev’d Tiffany Jackson | tiffany@rossparishes.uk |   07881420823 (not Fri) 
Assistant Clergy: Rev’d Canon Chris Blanchard | 01989 762368 | chris@rossparishes.uk (Sun - Wed) 
                                Rev’d Colin Leggate |  colin@rossparishes.uk  
                                Rev’d Prebendary Caroline Pascoe  |  caroline@rossparishes.uk  
Reader: Canon Freda Davies  |   freda@rossparishes.uk  
Administrator: Louise Jarvis |  01989 562175  |  administrator@rossparishes.uk  
 

https://rossparishes.uk/morning-prayer
https://rossparishes.uk/services
mailto:mark@rossparishes.uk


 
 
 

Leaf is starting again in person! Wednesdays, 3:30-5pm during term 

time@ St. Mary’s. Leaf is a group for secondary school students to 

hang out at church, play games, and discuss life. We’d love for you to 

join us!  For more information contact tiffany@rossparishes.uk 

Just B supporting you after bereavement are restarting 

on Tuesday 27th April from 2.30pm in St Mary’s, continuing on the 
fourth Tuesday each month. Please contact Freda for more  
information. freda@rossparishes.uk 
 

APCM’s - St Michael’s Walford’s is on Monday 19th April at 7.30pm via zoom and St 
Mary’s on Wednesday 12th May at 7pm. Please contact the office for more details. Lou 

Letter from Our Rector Sean 

Many of you will have watched the funeral of the HRH The Duke of Edinburgh yesterday, 
and equally, during the course of the last week you may have seen many programmes 
about his life, including his 73-year marriage to HM The Queen. I was struck how often it is 
that we only find out the most interesting, and sometimes the best, qualities of a person 
through their eulogy. But the extensive media coverage of Prince Philip’s life has promot-
ed a record number of over 100 000 complaints to the BBC, and some very callous things 
have been said on social media.  

While I can become as irritated as anyone at an unexpected TV scheduling change, or of 
unrelenting and repetitive coverage of an event, the death of a public figure triggers our 
own grief, and anxieties about mortality. The Duke of Edinburgh’s death will  
sub-consciously remind us of grandfathers, fathers or close friends who have died: grief 
we thought was “done and dusted” is suddenly there again in memories and painful  
emotional twinges. And so, we can empathise with Her Majesty and her family in this time 
of mourning, and we can only imagine how alone she feels now.   

If irritation rather than empathy has been our chief emotion in the last week, I wonder 
whether that betrays anxiety about mortality? “Don’t face me with so much death, I just 
want to pretend like death isn’t a reality!” After all, we can switch off the telly, can’t we?  

There are many resources available to help us face and cope with death, not least of 
which is “Just B”, the bereavement group in our own parishes co-ordinated by Freda  
Davies (freda@rossparishes.uk). “Just B” is a good name for a bereavement group  
because it encapsulates one of the most important realities in grief – that everyone 
grieves differently.  And so, we need to be kind and understanding to those who mourn.  

Today, the national period of mourning for Prince Philip has come to an end, but his 
family’s grief will continue for a lifetime. May Prince Philip rest in peace, and rise in glory.   

News from the parishes 
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Today’s Readings 

First Reading: Acts 3.12-19 
When Peter saw it, he addressed the people, ‘You Israelites, why do you wonder at this, 
or why do you stare at us, as though by our own power or piety we had made him 
walk? The God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, the God of our an-
cestors has glorified his servant Jesus, whom you handed over and rejected in the pres-
ence of Pilate, though he had decided to release him. But you rejected the Holy and 
Righteous One and asked to have a murderer given to you, and you killed the Author of 
life, whom God raised from the dead. To this we are witnesses. And by faith in his name, 
his name itself has made this man strong, whom you see and know; and the faith that is 
through Jesus has given him this perfect health in the presence of all of you. 
‘And now, friends, I know that you acted in ignorance, as did also your rulers. In this way 
God fulfilled what he had foretold through all the prophets, that his Messiah would 
suffer. Repent therefore, and turn to God so that your sins may be wiped out. 
 

 
Gospel Reading: Luke 24.26b-48 
While they were talking about this, Jesus himself stood among them and said to them, 
‘Peace be with you.’ They were startled and terrified, and thought that they were seeing 
a ghost. He said to them, ‘Why are you frightened, and why do doubts arise in your 
hearts? Look at my hands and my feet; see that it is I myself. Touch me and see; for a 
ghost does not have flesh and bones as you see that I have.’ And when he had said this, 
he showed them his hands and his feet. While in their joy they were disbelieving and 
still wondering, he said to them, ‘Have you anything here to eat?’ They gave him a piece 
of broiled fish, and he took it and ate in their presence. 
Then he said to them, ‘These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with 
you—that everything written about me in the law of Moses, the prophets, and the 
psalms must be fulfilled.’ Then he opened their minds to understand the scriptures, and 
he said to them, ‘Thus it is written, that the Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the 
dead on the third day, and that repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed 
in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these things. 
 
 



In our prayers this week, we pray 

for: 

Those who are ill … 
Ken Burchell and Sheila Walshaw  
And all those infected and affected by the 
coronavirus. 
 

Those who have died… 
Patrick Jenkins and Margaret Taylor 

 

Our parishes … 
To befriend, partner and develop an 
inspirational culture that inspires faith, hope 
and love in our communities. 
 
For all who are isolated and lonely, for the ill 
and bereaved, and for perseverance and 
resilience for all.  
 
For staff and patients in  Ross Community  
Hospital. 
 
For all our schools, for head teachers, 
teachers and students as schools return after 
the Easter holidays.  

 

For all businesses in Ross, Walford and 
Brampton Abbotts, for the prosperity of 
business in 2021, and for all who face 
anxious times. 
 

If you have a prayer request, email us. 
We would love to pray for you! 

 

 
 
 

Prayer for today 

 
Risen Christ, 
you filled your disciples with  
boldness and fresh hope: 
strengthen us to proclaim 
your risen life 
and fill us with your peace, 
to the glory of God the Father. 
Amen 


