
This week in the Ross Parishes: 

Everyday: 9am Morning Prayer - rossparishes.uk/morning-prayer 

Monday 12th April  
7.30pm Bible Study 

Thursday 15th April 

10am Live-streamed Eucharist - Ross 

11am Thursday Prayer Group 

7.30pm Christian Meditation. Please contact Chris if you would like a Zoom link 

 

Sunday 18th April 
8am Live-streamed BCP Communion Service - Ross 

9.30am Live-streamed Eucharist Service - Ross 

9.30am Parish Eucharist - Walford 

 
 

St Mary’s has a maximum of 60 people to attend and St Michaels Walford is 30.  

Booking is essential. Please see our website: https://rossparishes.uk/services or contact the 
office.  
Please note: All pre-recorded services will be available on t 

he website (rossparishes.uk) and livestreamed services will be available on the Ross Parishes 
Facebook page or YouTube. If you are having trouble accessing any services online please contact 

Sunday 11th April 2021 
Second Sunday of Easter 
 

We offer a warm welcome to  
everyone at our services today 
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Leaf is starting again in person! Wednesdays, 3:30-5pm during term 

time@ St. Mary’s. Leaf is a group for secondary school students to 

hang out at church, play games, and discuss life. We’d love for you to 

join us!  For more information contact tiffany@rossparishes.uk 

 

Just B supporting you after bereavement are restarting 

on Tuesday 27th April from 2.30pm in St Mary’s, continuing on the 
fourth Tuesday each month.  
Please contact Freda for more information. freda@rossparishes.uk 
 

Letter from Our Rector Sean  

Easter 2021 felt very much like a stone being rolled away from the restrictions and dark-
ness of the pandemic. We are able to meet together in varying degrees in our parishes, 
and even sing a hymn outside! Now that we have a sense of moving towards societal and 
church normality, what happens next? The resurrected Christ did not linger at the tomb 
but went ahead to Galilee, to one of the centres of his public ministry. In other words, he 
went back to work! In the joy of being able to return to church, let us not forget that the 
primary reason for gathering in our buildings is not to be entertained or to socialise, but 
worship and receive a spiritual “boost” to do the work of Christ in the real world. Our par-
ishes are committed to inspiring faith, hope and love in our communities, and we are now 
organised to practically inspire these virtues.  Where will you be using your God given 
gifts, talents and life experience to continue the work of Christ? I would love to have that 
conversation with you!  

During Holy Week I was commissioned by Bishop Richard to be the Rural Dean of the Ross 
and Archenfield Deanery. This means working with the Bishop and Archdeacon in having 
oversight for the 40 parishes within the bounds of the Deanery, over and above my work 
in the parishes of the Ross benefice. The post of Rural Dean is both an honour and a huge 
responsibility especially as our 3 parishes alone account for more than 50% of the popula-
tion of the Deanery, and thus my parish workload is significant. I have been specifically 
tasked with what amounts to organising and mobilising the parishes of the Deanery to do 
the work of Christ to the best of their abilities. I am reminded of Paul’s words in 2 Corin-
thians 4,  “Therefore seeing we have this ministry, as we have received mercy, we faint 
not…”! 

 A decade ago there were 12 fulltime priests serving the 40 parishes of this Deanery. Now 
there are 6. Given the financial and people resources we have in these 40 parishes, how 
can we best do the work of Christ here? That is the challenging question we face in the 
Deanery, and so I ask for your prayers – especially because the realistic answer will in-
clude that most frightening and un-Anglican of words: “change”.  

News from the parishes 

 

mailto:tiffany@rossparishes.uk


 

Today’s Readings 

First Reading: Acts 4.32-35 
Now the whole group of those who believed were of one heart and soul, and no one 

claimed private ownership of any possessions, but everything they owned was held in 

common. With great power the apostles gave their testimony to the resurrection of the 

Lord Jesus, and great grace was upon them all. There was not a needy person among 

them, for as many as owned lands or houses sold them and brought the  

proceeds of what was sold. They laid it at the apostles’ feet, and it was distributed to 

each as any had need. 

Gospel Reading: John 20.19-end 
 
When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house 
where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood 
among them and said, ‘Peace be with you.’ After he said this, he showed them his hands 
and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. Jesus said to them 
again, ‘Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.’ When he had said 
this, he breathed on them and said to them, ‘Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the 
sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.’ But 
Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus 
came. So the other disciples told him, ‘We have seen the Lord.’ But he said to them, 
‘Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the 
nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe.’ 
A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them.  
Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, ‘Peace be 
with you.’ Then he said to Thomas, ‘Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out 
your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe.’ Thomas answered him, ‘My 
Lord and my God!’ Jesus said to him, ‘Have you believed because you have seen me? 
Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe.’ Now Jesus did 
many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in this book. But 
these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of 
God, and that through believing you may have life in his name. 



In our prayers this week, we pray 

for: 

Those who are ill … 
Sheila Walshaw  
And all those infected and affected by the 
coronavirus. 
 

Those who have died… 
Margaret Taylor 

 

Our parishes … 
To befriend, partner and develop an 
inspirational culture that inspires faith, hope 
and love in our communities. 
 
For all who are isolated and lonely, for the ill 
and bereaved, and for perseverance and 
resilience for all.  
 
For those on the medical front line of the 
pandemic, especially at Ross Community  
Hospital. 
 
For all our schools, for head teachers, 
teachers and students. For all businesses in 
Ross, Walford and Brampton Abbotts, for the 
prosperity of business in 2021, and for all 
who face anxious times. 
 

If you have a prayer request, email us. 
We would love to pray for you! 

 

 
 
 

Prayer for today 

Almighty Father, 
you have given your only Son  
to die for our sins 
and to rise again for our justification: 
grant us so to put away the leaven of 
malice and wickedness 
that we may always serve you 
in pureness of living and truth; 
through the merits of your Son Jesus 
Christ our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 
Amen 
 


